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The Forest Grove City 
Council swore in its new 
leadership Monday, Dec. 

12.
Former 

City Council 
President 
Malynda 
Wenzl 
replaces 
Pete Truax 
as Mayor. 
Wenzl, a 
teacher 

at Neil Armstrong Middle 
School, was once a student 
in Truax’s English class at 
Forest Grove High School.

“I didn’t attend the meeting. 
We did the swearing in at five 
o’clock. They went directly 
into a work session, and I went 
home,” Truax said.

Donna Gustafson, Elena 
Uhing and Tim Rippe, who 
ran for mayor and lost, 
were not up for re-election 
last month and retained 
their seats on the council. 
Mariana Valenzuela, who was 
appointed in 2019, won her 
seat back. Mike Marshall and 
Karen Martinez are the new 
faces on the council, replacing 
Wenzl and Kristy Kottkey, a 
retired teacher from Hillsboro 
School District who did not 
seek re-election. Marshall 
owns Miget’s Island Grill, 
coaches youth wrestling and 
is the son-in-law of former 
councilor Tom Johnston. 
Martinez, a registered nurse, 
won the last seat by 142 votes. 
The council will choose a new 
president in January.

Forest 
Grove 
swears in 
new City 
Council
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Malynda Wenzl is the new mayor of 
Forest Grove.

Malynda Wenzl 
replaces retiring Pete 
Truax as mayorS

helter programs are 
crucial for getting 
some people back on 
their feet, as Steven 
Cadoreth, 43, can 
attest to personally.

Last year, he was homeless 
and taking advantage of 
the Cloverleaf Shelter 
site run out of the 
Washington County 
Fairgrounds in 
Hillsboro.

Since then, he’s 
moved into more 
permanent housing 
and has decided to pursue 
work that can help lift others 
out of homelessness. 

All told, he was homeless 
for about three years — a 
byproduct of addictions to 
methamphetamine and alco-
hol, Cadoreth said.

Now, he works for Open 
Door HousingWorks, the 
nonprofit contracted by 

Washington County to 
manage its shelter pro-
grams. Cadoreth is currently 
assigned to the Hillsboro Safe 
Rest Pods site, just erected 
this year on the corner of 
Southwest 17th Avenue and 

Tualatin Valley Highway.
He said the stability 
provided by shelters 
like this one — and 
the Cloverleaf site 
also managed by 
Open Door — is 

crucial for finding 
permanent paths out of 

homelessness.
“Essentially, it got me out of 

the weather,” Cadoreth said. 
“But more importantly it gave 
me the stability from the help 
of staff there, which really 
helped me find reasons to 
want to get better. It gave me 
something to fight for.”

Hillsboro shelter 
program helps lift people 
out of homelessness
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More pods are being built at the Safe Rest Pods in Hillsboro. 
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A houseless 
person walks 
back to their 
home at the 
Safe Rest Pods 
in Hillsboro.
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Hillsboro City Councilor 
Kyle Allen, whose second 
term wraps up this year 
and whose seat will go to 
a newcomer on the council 
in January, got into local 
politics the way that a lot of 
people do: He saw a problem 
he wanted fixed, so he ran so 
he could get it solved.

In Allen’s case, the 

problem was a lack of sidewalks 
at Brookwood Elementary 
School, the neighborhood 
school to which his own kids 
went.

Now, he’s thankful to be look-
ing back on eight years as a city 
councilor with lots of accom-
plishments to show for it.

One of them was install-
ing new sidewalks at both 
Brookwood Elementary and 
Jackson Elementary School, the 
very issue that inspired him to 

run in the first place.
Allen also pointed to the city 

government partnering with 
local developers and nonprofit 
organizations to build hundreds 
of affordable housing units, with 
more on the way.

He touted Hillsboro’s com-
mitment to parks, demonstrated 
by the city adding several 
during his tenure on the council 
— including the 42-acre Orenco 

Outgoing city councilor, who was term-limited, says he might 
run again in future
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Hillsboro City Councilor Kyle Allen speaks during a ribbon-cutting at 
Tamarack Park in July 2021.See ALLEN / A5
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