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It’s truly an honor to be lead-
ing an organization that’s cele-
brating its 125th year in busi-
ness. Just to think about the 
hundreds of individuals who 
have played a role here in de-
livering the news and informa-
tion of our region to tens, per-
haps hundreds, of thousands of 
readers for well over a century 
is truly humbling.

With that said, however, I 
didn’t feel this occasion was 
solely an opportunity to cel-
ebrate ourselves. Sure, we’re 
reflecting on the Finger Lakes 
Times through the years and 
the wonderful people who in 
many cases dedicated much 
of their entire career to this 
company. I also feel we should 
take this opportunity to cel-
ebrate the last 125 years of 
the four-county region that 
we have reported on and we 
call home. The people, events, 
organizations, companies, the 
highs and the lows, that have 
come to define the Finger 
Lakes. Hopefully, through this 
commemorative section you’re 
now reading, the historic front 
pages we run each Sunday, our 
“Throwback Thursday” photos, 
you feel we are capturing that 
history and that you’re enjoy-
ing this journey.

This 125th Anniversary ef-
fort has not been easy on our 
news staff. We are, in my opin-
ion, the best newsroom in the 
Finger Lakes region … hands 
down … but we operate with a 
lean team. Adding this project 
into the mix for 2020 wasn’t 

simple to start with, but now 
with the added challenges that 
COVID-19 has presented, pull-
ing everything together is all 
that much more difficult. We 
have a very dedicated team 
here, one that works long 
hours to bring a great, unbi-
ased product to our readers’ 
door everyday. I can’t commend 
them enough.

I want to thank Seneca 
Foods for being the Presenting 
Sponsor of our 125th Anniver-
sary and all the sponsors of 
this project that you see adver-
tising in this section. We could 
not have done this without 
their financial support.

While this project has given 
us a chance to reflect on the 
past, I do think it’s appropriate 
at this moment in our histo-
ry to address where the Fin-
ger Lakes Times is today and 
where we’re headed. First of 
all, let me say that while this 
newspaper, like so many oth-
ers in our region and across the 
country, has been impacted by 
a decline in newspaper reader-
ship and circulation, the Fin-
ger Lakes Times reaches more 

Journalism, it has been 
said, is the first rough draft 
of history. Today’s story in the 
newspaper, 10, 20 or 50 years 
from now, becomes a chapter 
in a history book or, in today’s 
world, an entry on Wikipedia.

That means that for 125 
years — or more precisely, since 
Tuesday, May 28, 1895 — the 
Finger Lakes Times has been 
chronicling not only the histo-
ry of our nation and world, but 
most importantly, of the Finger 
Lakes community that we call 
home.

The “Hey, did you see the 
story in yesterday’s Times” be-
comes, a few years later, “Hey, 
do you remember when … ”

There is absolutely no better 
example than what is going on 
in the world as we have been 
compiling and producing this 
special section commemorat-
ing our quasquicentennial: 
Many of us are on lockdown, 

home confinement or isolation 
— some self-imposed, others 
mandatory — because of the 
global coronavirus pandemic, 
a scourge that is turning into 
this generation’s Spanish flu.

As we have been preparing 
this reflective look back, our 
staff has been churning out 
daily stories on how the pan-
demic is affecting life in our 
four-county area of the Finger 
Lakes.

How will it all play out? No 
one knows exactly just yet. 
Check back decades from now, 
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A busy day in the newsroom on Dec. 13, 2010. Among the employees pictured that are still 
working at the Times: Susan Clark Porter (front left), Alan Brignall (second from left), 
Mary K. Schoonover (furthest back in picture), Mike Cutillo (seated, right of Brignall), 
Mike HIbbard (standing, right of Cutillo), and David Shaw (foreground, right of Porter).
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On Oct. 28, 2015, Bill McIntyre (left) and Jeff Bacon (second from left) were adding adver-
tising inserts into the daily paper in the circulation department.

The Finger Lakes Times no 
longer rolls off the press at 

the 218 Genesee St. facility, 
as it did in January 2015. 

Today, the daily newspaper 
is sent digitally to Gannett 

Publishing Services press 
in Rochester for printing, 
and it is trucked back to 
Geneva and delivered by 

the U.S. Postal Service on 
weekdays. Carriers still 
deliver it on weekends.
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125th Anniversary Commemorative Edition
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The first edition of the Geneva Daily Times from May 28, 1895. It is framed and on display in 
the Times’ conference room.


