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WFLR founder Henry Valent was a prominent Watkins Glen 

attorney and owner and/or director of many organizations 

including the Watkins Glen Grand Prix Corp, Glen National 

Bank and Glenfield Baxter Dairy.
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WFLR’s Federal Communications Commission 1956 license 

record
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Tom Shafer was the first General Manager in 1956 as well as 

co-owner with Henry Valent.  Shafer would move on to 

marketing/advertising in Albany, NY banking.
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Unusual for a small market radio station because of its cost, 

General Manager Tom Shafer purchased RCA equipment 

because of its high quality.  Shafer was a broadcast engineer.
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The Dundee studio location had once been a bank building.
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Through the years, WFLR has had at least two other Penn 

Yan studio locations including in the late 50s and early 80s.
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The WFLR transmitter and tower location near Dundee.
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After “growing up” in Watkins Glen, Jim Whiting joined WFLR

in 1956 as morning man and Schuyler County salesperson.  
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Jim Whiting’s first morning show was called the “Early Worm”.  

He would later design this certificate for morning listeners.
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One of Jim Whiting’s creative promotions to have fun in his 

hometown of Watkins Glens was “Fantasy Day” when people 

could swap jobs.  Personality “Tiny Tim” made a 1981 

appearance
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Jim Whiting’s self-published book, “Analecta” includes many 

WFLR stories.  It is available from Amazon.
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As a noted national cartoonist, Jim Whiting created WFLR’s

distinctive “Little Guy” logo. After 28 years, he retired from 

WFLR and moved to San Diego.  Station reunions were timed 

around his and wife Bernita’s annual return to the Finger 

Lakes.



WFLR Through The Years

Bob Burns was WFLR’s General Manager for 20 years.  

Starting in radio in his hometown of Jamestown, NY, he came 

to WFLR by way of stations in Philadelphia and Rochester.  He 

would go on to manage and own other stations in NY, GA and 

VA.  He resides in Mount Morris, NY.
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Robert William Nenno would become WFLR’s Sales Manager, 

handling sales in Yates and Ontario Counties.  When the 

Olean, NY native came to WFLR (by way of managing a 

Geneva theater) there were too many Bobs at the station so 

he used Bill.  While “Bill” in Yates County, he was still known 

as “Bob” by many in Ontario County throughout his life.
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A very popular program through the years was “Serenade for 

Sunday”, frequently hosted by Bill Nenno.  It featured soft, 

middle-of-the-road music as an alternative to religious 

programming heard on other stations on Sunday morning.  For 

most of its run, Serenade for Sunday was “brought to you with 

the very best wishes of the Corning Glass Company”.



WFLR Through The Years

One of the advertiser promotions by Bill Nenno and Jim 

Whiting over the years were clocks such as these.  (C. Van 

Dusen was the Penn Yan Western Auto dealer.)
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Dundee’s Ron Tomion was the station’s engineer for 35 years 

as well as an announcer. Tomion’s Saturday morning “Country 

Music Time” 45s are shown in the picture of WFLR’s

newsroom. He retired from Citizens Communications after 21 

years of service there.
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An early and later WFLR air studio.
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Penn Yan native Bob Penrod heard Bob Burns speak at a civic 

club meeting when Penrod was in high school and it sparked 

his broadcasting career.  After starting out doing an early-early 

WFLR morning show in the summer, Penrod went to work in 

Utica and Rochester before he returned to WFLR as its news 

director.  He went on to manage and/or own stations in 

Cobleskill, NY, Bath and Brooksville, FL where he retired.
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WFLR subscribed to UPI (United Press International) or was a 

member of AP (Associated Press).  State, national and world 

news was provided by teletype.  Stories for future use would 

be stuck to nails on the wall.
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Hammondsport native Bob Martin joined WFLR after military 

service becoming its program director.  Martin would go on to 

work at stations in Seneca Falls, Waterloo and Rochester.
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In 1968, WFLR-FM was added to the AM, allowing the station 

to broadcast before sunrise and after sunset.
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Helping to cover extended operating hours made possible by 

the addition of the FM, WFLR utilized a program automation 

system.  Commercials were played from tape cartridges in 

“Carousels” and songs were played from large reels of tapes.  

The system was frequently expanded and updated.
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Wayne County native Jack Clancy started working at WFLR

when he was in college.  In 1976, he and Penn Yan 

businessman Don Stork bought WFLR.  Later, Clancy would 

own other stations in NY and FL.  He continues to live in Penn 

Yan after retiring as Finger Lakes State Park Commissioner.
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Dundee native Phil Mann began his career at WFLR.  He later 

became a meteorologist for TV stations in Santa Barbara and 

Rochester.  He lives in Keuka Park in his retirement.

Older brother Paul also began at WFLR.  He went on to work 

at other stations, was a White House Correspondent and is 

retired from Humboldt State University in CA.
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Watkins Glen Grand Prix Corp President and WFLR owner 

Henry Valent would ensure that WFLR was the only station in 

the region to broadcast continuous race coverage.  For many 

years, the track announcer was Paul Mann.
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Dundee’s Sylvia Cadwell was WFLR’s Office Manager for 

many years before becoming General Manager in the 1980s.  

She later earned her Registered Nursing degree and works at 

Soldiers & Sailors Hospital.

Dundee’s Connie Prior was office manager until her retirement 

in 2004.  She was active in her church and many civic groups.



WFLR Through The Years

Hector’s Criss Onan joined WFLR at the tender age of 17 as 

an announcer during college breaks then an engineer after 

graduation.  He went on to a career in broadcast equipment 

and software sales including at iHeartMedia.

Penn Yan’s Brian Burns began announcing when he was in 

middle school.  He is now a news reporter at a Corpus Christi 

TV station.
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In the summer of 1975, WFLR and Watkins Glen Grand Prix 

owner Henry Valent made it possible for a Summer Jam rock 

concert to be held at the race track.  Brian Burns was 

“embedded” in the estimated 600,000 people that descended 

on Watkins (2,000-pop.).  In addition to Brian’s reports, GM 

Bob Burns provided aerial reports from a local pilot’s plane.



WFLR Through The Years

Deb Clancy, a Yates County native, sold advertising for WFLR

for many years.  She continues to be active in Finger Lakes 

marketing and sales as does Rich Basler who started at WFLR

as a Penn Yan Academy student.  He became the station’s 

Sports Director, News Director and then Sales Manager.
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In the early 1980s, WFLR became among the first stations in 

the country to have national news and programming delivered 

by satellite.  This improved the audio quality and provided 

multiple channels of news and entertainment programming 

from the Mutual Broadcasting System including The Larry King 

Show.
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Dick Evans ably succeeded Jim Whiting as WFLR morning 

man and became the station’s General Manager.  In his 

retirement, he is the Lay Pastor of the Burdett Presbyterian 

Church.
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Penn Yan Academy’s Chris Petersen started his career 

announcing at WFLR including doing sports play-by-play.  

WFLR has consistently broadcast local high school sports 

throughout its history.  Petersen became a WFLR General 

Manager in the 80s and is currently CEO of a product branding 

and marketing consulting firm in the Tampa, FL area.
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Waterloo native Jim Schreck started working at a Seneca Falls 

radio station when he was in high school.  He later became 

WFLR’s morning host and Program Director.  He is now 

Production Director for the Finger Lakes Radio Group as well 

as Morning Show Co-host of WNYR.
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Vine Valley native Mike Smith joined WFLR as engineer and 

announcer after he graduated from college.  Mike has also 

worked at stations in Seneca Falls, Waterloo, Geneva and 

Rochester.  He is currently Morning Personality and Program 

Director of WFLR.
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Prattsburgh native Lucas Day is WFLR News and Sports 

Director as well as morning show co-host.  He joined WFLR

after graduating from college.  He has received an award from 

the NYS Broadcasters for his reporting.
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Dundee native John Wiedemer is WFLR’s Senior Account 

Executive handling advertising sales.  He attended Corning 

Community College and served in the Navy before joining 

WFLR.
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One of the newest members to the WFLR staff is mascot 

“Wiffler”.  Wiffler relocated to the new Penn Yan studios just 

fine.
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WFLR is a part of the Finger Lakes Radio Group.  Owner Alan 

Bishop heads up several stations in the Finger Lakes and 

Western NY.  Bishop started in radio as a teenager, growing 

up in a small town in ME.  He moved on to other stations in 

New England, Detroit, Rochester and even a pirate radio ship 

off the coast of England!  His wife is a Finger Lakes native.  He 

has been recognized as a national General Manager of the 

year by an broadcasting trade publication.



WFLR Through The Years

Over the years, WFLR has participated in and done remote 

broadcasts from countless community activities.  Not that it’s 

all been work though…
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Picture credits include:

• Canandaigua Daily Messenger

• Chronicle Advisor

• Criss Onan

• Dundee Observer

• Elmira Star Gazette

• Finger Lakes Times

• Ithaca Journal

• Mike Smith

• Penn Yan Shopping Guide

• Rochester Democrat & Chronicle

Thanks to the Yates County Historical 

Society for key newspaper clippings.
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