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BY AUSTIN BLANKENSHIP

STAFF WRITER

2020 has brought 
a number of changes 
since its arrival in Jan-
uary, and one of those 
— the COVID-19 virus — 
has drastically changed 

how we live our every-
day lives.

Thanks to a part-
nership between Pres-
tonsburg Tourism and 
documentary photog-
rapher Malcom Wilson, 
area residents were 
given an opportunity to 

have their photo taken 
while sporting arguably 
the biggest outward 
sign of these changes 
... masks.

On June 18, resi-
dents from around the 
region were invited to 
come by the Mountain 

Arts Center in Prestons-
burg where they could 
have their pictures tak-
en while sporting their 
favorite mask from in-
side their respective 
vehicles. The “Show Us 

Documenting 
history

One photo 
at a time

Floyd Chronicle photos by Austin Blankenship

On June 18, area residents had the opportunity to have their photos taken while wearing their favorite 
mask inside their vehicles as a part of the “Show us your mask” event. The event was a partnership be-
tween Prestonsburg Tourism and documentary photographer Malcom Wilson to help document the lives 
of Appalachian people during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Prestonsburg Tourism partners 
for ‘Show us your mask’ event

Martin 
woman 
charged 

with 
trafficking 

A FLOYD CHRONICLE 
& TIMES STAFF REPORT

The Floyd Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department 
reported that a Martin 
woman was arrested on 

stop the night before.
On June 18, the sher-

iff’s department report-
ed, Laken Leann Harris, 
32, of Martin, was arrest-
ed and charged after a 

BY NICOLE ZIEGE

APPALACHIAN NEWSPAPERS

PIKEVILLE — A Floyd 
County woman was in-
vited to be a guest on 
NBC’s The Kelly Clark-
son Show on June 16, 
where she received a 
special surprise from the 
show’s host to help make 
ends meet during the 

COVID-19 pandemic.
Ariel Johnson, 34, of 

Grethel, works at Bank 
253 in downtown Pikev-
ille, but she said she has 
been unable to work 
since March 14 due to 
economic effects from 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Like millions of Ameri-
cans, Johnson has need-

-

ment, and she said it has 

ends meet.
Johnson is a single 

mother raising two young 
daughters — 7 year-old 
Aubrey and 3 year-old Al-
lie — and she also takes 
care of her grandmother, 
who stays with her at 

Grethel woman  
receives surprise from 

national TV show

Submitted photo

Ariel Johnson, 34, of Grethel, poses for a photo with 
her two daughters, 7 year-old Aubrey and 3 year-old 
Allie.See SURPRISE, Page 4A

P-burg
 receives 

‘excellent’ 
audit

BY AUSTIN BLANKENSHIP

STAFF WRITER

On June 15, the City 
of Prestonsburg received 
its audit report for the 
year ending June 30, 
2019, which auditors said 
was an “excellent” re-
port.

During its regular 
meeting for the month of 
June, the Prestonsburg 
City Council received its 
audit report, which was 
prepared by White and 
Associates, PSC, a cer-

See CHARGED, Page 8A

See AUDIT, Page 8A
See MASK, Page 8A


