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PPD: Woman charged with cruelty to animals
after dogs found without food or water

SPecIAL TO THE FLOYD
CHRONICLE AND TIMES

A Prestonsburg wom-
an was charged recently
after Prestonsburg Police

went to her residence
and allegedly found three
dogs which had been left
without food and water
and were eating garbage
due to not having any

food.

According to a cita-
tion written by Prestons-
burg Police Officer Zach-
ary Neice, on Aug. 3, he
was dispatched to the

Trimble Branch residence
of Laura A. Wireman,
44, to conduct a welfare
check on some dogs that
were eating garbage be-
cause they had no food.

According to the cita-
tion, upon arrival, Niece
noted a large amount
of garbage around the

See CRUELTY, Page 5A

By TReEvoR THACKER
StaFF WRITER

Mountain  Compre-
hensive Care Center’s
Art  Reducing Stigma
Campaign returned to
the Mountain Arts Cen-
ter Aug. 5, to display the
portraits painted by Uni-
versity of Rochester Res-
ident Artist Charmaine

Wheatley.
The campaign,
tasked with reducing the
stigma that comes with
addiction by showing
that recovering addicts
can succeed and become
productive members of
society.
“There’'s a
that goes with it.
people are weak,

stigma
That
that

Art Reducing Stigma
project unveils art

people don’t want help
out of this, and that’s not
true at all,” said Pres-
tonsburg Mayor Les Sta-
pleton.

While impacting
nearly every household
in America, opioid abuse
is rampant in the more
rural and poor parts of

See PROJECT, Page 2A

Shawna is one of several Flayd County residents who
=3t with Rochester (NY)-based artist, Charmaine
Whestley, an shared their own personal expenonces:
‘with epiold addictson.
While the overall rate of averdoses among men ks
highar than women, the rates have been increasing at
A faster rate AMOng women compared to men (1},
Shawna herself started using in her sasy teens, but
aver the next 15-16 years, she lost everything,
She lost: her job, her house, her car, her kids, her
Elothes, her mind, her connection to family, and even
her humanity, She expenienced a stigma that, “has
Even trickled down to the (her) kids,*
And yet_. She is s2ill here and In recovery.
As aee Rened Rathf, Directar of the Mountaln Center
for Recovery and Hepe, and Shawn Allen, who says:
“I'm an addict; 1 fust don't se”
T!N!!eaﬂ‘lh!nplo-d(ﬂ!ls is the face of pecple just

The stigma associated with opicsd addiction can cause

Thete peaple were not less resilient or weaker in

They were human beings, wha deserved love and
acceptance - just like any of us.

Ultimately, ending the opioid erisis wifl require nt
anly an end ta stigma, and & greater acceptance of
people fiving with addictian, but also an end i the
epidemic of hopelessness, which has been fsled in
large part by the loss of tracdtional sources of
emplayment and meaning.

Mayoe Les Stapleton talks about the reglon’s “coal
economy”, which has been shedding jobis, and his
‘islon to reimvent Prestonsburg as & tourist
destination- through attractions hke the Mowntain
Asts Center and the new Prestonstirg Passage Rall
Trail, which cpened in 2020, These amenities highlight
the rewnn‘s beauty, and creaste a bibsprint for
economic geowth and rovitalization - which is an
essential source of hope for the future,

Artist Charmaine Wheatley’s rendering of Shawna Edwards displayed at the
MAC on August 5, as part of the “Art Reducing Stigma” campaign.
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Floyd Chronicle and Times photos by Trevor Thacker
Recovering addict and advocate Shawn Allen, por-
trayed in Charmaine Wheatley’s portrait displayed
at the MAC on August 5.

Portrait of Prestonsburg Mayor Les Stapleton paint-
ed by University of Rochester Resident Artist Char-
maine Wheatley.

Big Sandy CTC opens next week

By TREVOR THACKER
STAFF WRITER

Big Sandy Communi-
ty and Technical College’s
Prestonsburg Campus is
preparing to open for the
fall term.

BSCTC will offer in
person classes starting
next week. However,

they will also offer online
and Sync classrooms,
which allow students to
remain home, yet, sit in
on the in-person classes.

The college wants to

See BIG SANDY, Page 8A

Big Sandy
Community
and Techni-
cal College’s
Prestonsburg
~ | campus is
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| open for the
fall term.

Floyd Chronicle
and Times photo
by Trevor Thacker
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kingsdaughtershealth.com

JOINT PAIN?

Orthopedic surgeon Steven Carawan, M.D.,
treats hip, knee, shoulder and elbow issues.
New patients welcome, no physician referral
needed. Call today for an appointment!

KINGS
DAUGHTERS

Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
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