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Battle of the 
Jaguars
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Starting the conversation
Local leaders discuss barriers to recovery

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Mary Meadows

Floyd County judges, prosecutors, drug court offi  cials, employ-
ment specialists, substance abuse recovery specialists, pris-
on re-entry specialists and a representative of Pikeville Medical 
Center talked about ways to deal with the county’s drug problem 
during a meeting on Aug. 29.

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER 

A group of local offi cials came 
together last week to look for 
solutions that could help reduce 
substance abuse in Floyd County.

Floyd County judges, prose-
cutors, drug court offi cials, em-
ployment specialists, substance 
abuse recovery specialists, pris-
on re-entry specialists and a rep-
resentative from Pikeville Medical 
Center discussed barriers to re-
covery from drug addiction, as 
well as things the county needs 

to maintain and improve its drug 
court programs. 

Floyd County Judge-Execu-
tive Robbie Williams organized 
the meeting to seek recommen-
dations from these offi cials. He 
said he would present the list 
of recommendations this month 
to University of Kentucky offi -
cials who are conducting a study 
geared to reduce opioid over-
dose deaths by 40 percent in 
four years in Floyd and 15 other 
counties. 

“We want to get some ideas 
See RECOVERY, Page 7A

Floyd Chronicle and Times fi le photo

James Baker of RG3 displays a meter his company off ers to the Southern Water and 
Sewer District in July. Last week, the Southern Water commission voted to hire his 
company for $1.2 million.

Southern approves spending 
$1.2 million for new meters

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER 

The Southern Water 
and Sewer District took 
steps to replace all of its 
old meters with new ra-
dio-read meters last week, 
agreeing to spend more 
than $1.29 million on the 
project, while the Kentucky 
Attorney General’s Offi ce 
of Rate Intervention asked 
the Kentucky Public Service 
Commission to tread light-
ly in the district’s pending 
rate case. 

During a special meet-

ing on Aug. 29, the commis-
sion voted unanimously to 
hire RG3, which submitted 
a bid of more than $1.29 
million to replace 5,500 
meters in the district. Of-
fi cials noted that the hiring 
is contingent on approval 
from the PSC.

On Aug. 15, the PSC 
issued a staff report in a 
case in which the water 
district is seeking an in-
crease in rates. If the rec-
ommendations in that staff 
report are adopted by the 
PSC, then the water district 
will have a monthly sur-

charge of $5.25 that cus-
tomers will pay for up to 
fi ve years to replace water 
meters in the district. Cit-
ing an abundance of water 
loss in the district, the PSC 
staff report suggests that 
the PSC implement a fl at 
rate of $55.17 in the district 
until customer meters are 
replaced. The staff report 
also suggested that a me-
ter replacement program 
start as soon as possible.

That recommendation 
has not yet been adopted 

AG’s office: If recommendations are adopted,
Southern will have the highest retail water rates in Ky.

See METERS, Page 7A

Purchases 
questioned at 

Martin meeting
BY MARY MEADOWS 

STAFF WRITER 

Martin City Council members addressed 
questions about bills and the city’s apparent 
defi cit during a meeting last week. 

On Aug. 27, the city council took few 
offi cial actions, but members discussed 

Submitted photo

Danielle Lam and Howie Guja present the 
Publishers Clearing House “$5,000 a Week for 
Life” prize to Ricky Williams on Friday.

P’burg man 
wins Publisher’s 
Clearing House 

prize
A FLOYD CHRONICLE 

AND TIMES STAFF REPORT 

A Prestonsburg resident won the Publish-
ers Clearing House “$5,000 a Week for Life” 
prize last week.

Danielle Lam and Howie Guja of the com-
pany’s “Prize Patrol” traveled to Prestonsburg 

See PCH, Page 6A

See MARTIN, Page 6A


