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Local residents 
have several activities 
to choose from when 
they’re deciding how to 
celebrate Independence 
Day in Floyd County this 
week.

Star City Day will fea-
ture live music, arts and 
activities in downtown 
Prestonsburg on Thurs-
day, July 4, while the cit-
ies of Martin and Wheel-
wright are also hosting 
community events and 

This weekend, the 
Left Beaver Fire Depart-
ment will also host its 
fourth annual “Light Up 
the Night” celebration 
in Minnie, and several 
other activities are also 
planned, including per-
formances at the Jenny 
Wiley Amphitheatre and 
the Mountain Arts Center. 

The lineup of activi-
ties includes the follow-
ing events:

BY NICOLE ZIEGE
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PIKEVILLE — Gov. 
Matt Bevin, who lost Pike 
County in the Kentucky 
Republican primary gu-
bernatorial election in 
May, made a new cam-
paign promise to the 
people of Eastern Ken-
tucky and coal-impacted 
counties on Friday.

Bevin announced that 
he would give 100 per-
cent of Kentucky’s coal 
severance dollars to coal 
counties in the 2020-2021 
state budget if elected, 
according to a press re-
lease from his campaign. 
For the last 20 years, 
state revenue collected 

from coal severance tax-
es has been split in half 
between the state gener-
al fund and coal counties. 
This would bring an addi-
tional $30 million to East-
ern Kentucky, according 
to Bevin’s campaign.

About $11.4 million in 
remaining single county 
coal severance funds is 
currently distributed to 
coal counties in Eastern 

and about $600,000 from 
the remaining coal sever-
ance funds is distributed 

Local Government Eco-
nomic Assistance Fund,  
according  to Kentucky’s 

Bevin makes coal severance promise
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Children learn 
skills at StoneCrest 

Horse Camp 
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A Floyd County grand 
jury sent a message with 
indictments issued last 
week against more than 
a dozen inmates accused 

of assault, promoting 
contraband and other 
charges.

The Floyd County 
Commonwealth’s Attor-

-
dictments issued by the 
grand jury against 16 in-

mates, one of whom was 
indicted for allegedly try-

jail, four of whom were 

or assaults on correc-

of whom are accused of 

trying to bring drugs or 
other illegal contraband 
into the jail. 

“It’s something that 
we’re not going to let up 
on or stop,” Jailer Stuart 
“Bear” Halbert said. “It 
don’t matter who, what, 

when or where. I think in 
the four-and-a-half years 
that I’ve been here, this 
should be about 230 or 
240 indictments that 
we’ve got, and I’m not 

Inmates indicted on assault, contraband charges.


