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BLACKCATS USE RUSHING ATTACK TO ROLL OVER EAST RIDGE, 1B
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The Floyd County 
Schools District voted on 

Sept. 23 to end an on-
going controversy over a 
new curriculum by end-
ing the use of the ma-
terials. However, several 

questions remain unan-
swered.

The FCBOE acted 
swiftly during the Sept. 
23 special meeting, on 

the recommendation of 
Superintendent Anna 
Shepherd, and voted 
unanimously to discon-
tinue the Wit and Wis-

dom curriculum and for 
all Floyd County Schools 
to immediately return to 

Curriculum controversy continues even 
as district ends ‘Wit and Wisdom’
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During the Floyd 
County Schools District 

meeting on Sept. 27, 
Floyd County Sheriff John 
Hunt came before the 
board and requested that 
the district increase the 

amount it pays for tax 
collection, while board 
members raised ques-
tions about the amount 
the district pays for ser-

vices to the sheriff’s of-

The discussion came 
as the district asked Hunt 

-

ures on commission the 
department is paid for 
collecting taxes. Hunt 

Questions raised about Floyd Sheriff’s 
contract with school district
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The Prestonsburg Police 
Department recently held a cer-
emony to promote two of their 

-

sergeant positions to help su-
pervise and offer support to the 
PPD’s two night shift squads.

their intent to seek the pro-
motions, and the two began a 
four-phase process.

The process included a 
written examination, a peer 
evaluation review, a job sim-

with an interview by a panel of 
various community members 
and leaders.

were promoted to the rank of 

sergeant on Sept. 22, at which 
time they took command of 
their squads and assignments. 
Sergeants Tipton and Preston 
will serve as duty supervisors 
on night shift. The two have a 
combined 40 years of experi-
ence in law enforcement.

Sgt. Darrell Preston Sgt. Bryan Tipton

Two PPD officers promoted

See CONTRACT, Page 5A

See CURRICULUM, Page 5A
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Johnson Central foot-
ball and wrestling coach 
Jim Matney passed away 
Tuesday.

Matney lost his bat-
tle with COVID-19 and 
complications from the 
illness.

Always a champion: Johnson Central 
coach Jim Matney passes away

See MATNEY, Page 2A

Jim Matney holds hands with his 
players before the coin toss of 
a game in this fi le photo. Coach 
Matney passed away Tuesday af-
ter battling complications from 
COVID-19. Matney was a state 
champion football and wrestling 
coach at Johnson Central. The 
Golden Eagles won Class 4A state 
titles in 2016 and 2019, the only 
two in school history.
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