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To say that Floyd 
County business own-
ers are concerned about 
COVID19 would be an un-
derstatement. 

In recent interviews, 
some local business own-
ers talked about how the 
virus itself scares them, 
and the impacts it laid 
on the doorsteps of their 
storefronts. 

With the closure man-

dated for “non-essential” 
businesses, most busi-
ness owners interviewed 
by the Floyd County 
Chronicle and Times re-
port they have slashed 
store hours, built new 
websites, laid off employ-
ees, cut employee hours 
and taken other measures 

them make their business 
decisions on a week-to-
week basis, and, even 

Feeling the crunch

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Mary Meadows

West Court Street, which is usually packed with vehicles, was nearly empty on 
Friday afternoon. 
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-
dents have answered 
the call to service that 
came with the outbreak 
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Citing the shortage 
for face masks across 
the country, local resi-
dents are working both 
in groups and individu-
ally to do what they can 
to help others. 

Submitted photos

Mary Ann Prater of Hueysville dons a 
face mask she made in response to 
COVID-19. She’s made several masks to 
date, giving them to family members and 
friends. Masks she made are pictured at 
right.

Sewing it Forward
Local residents sew face masks 

in response to pandemic
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The Floyd County 
Fiscal Court took action 
during a special meeting 
on Thursday, March, 26, 
to help food pantries and 
senior citizens centers 
that are providing food to 
people in need. 

Working under a state 
of emergency that was 
previously declared be-
cause of the COVID-19 

approved a resolution that 
provides up to $200,000 
— in disbursements of up 
to $3,000 each —  to food 
banks and senior citizens 
centers for the purchase 

of food or the reimburse-
ment of food purchased 
to help people. The reso-
lution will remain in effect 
until the pandemic emer-
gency is over.

“Well, this is a good 
day for Floyd County. I 

served the county well,” 
Floyd County Judge-Exec-
utive Robbie Williams said 
after the vote. 

Williams thanked 
magistrates for voting 
to create an emergency 
fund for the county last 
year and County Attorney 
Keith Bartley for drafting 
the resolution. 

Local businesses struggle 
during pandemic

County to help food banks, senior centers
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