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2021’s 30 Days of Biking, spon-
sored by Pedal Fergus Falls, kicked 
off  on April 1. � e month-long event 
is an eff ort to get out and get mov-
ing via bicycle every day during the 
month of April. With no minimum 
distance, the goal is to get out there 
and ride. A statement on the Pedal 
Fergus Falls website shared from 30 
Days of Biking: “If you miss a day, no 
worries. Just keep riding and don’t 
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to 
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Biking returns
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30 DAYS OF BIKING:  Wayne Hurley, left, talks with Patrick Stephenson, the 
founder and executive director of 30 Days of Biking during the 2017 event in 
Fergus Falls.

SUBMITTED

MAKING IMPROVEMENTS:  Tyler Wirth of the local branch of Gate City Bank, left, was joined by 
other Gate City employees in presenting a check to Fergus Falls Mayor Ben Schierer, right, during 
Monday’s meeting of the Fergus Falls City Council. The bank and the city have partnered in the 
past to provide a pool of $1 million for improvements to existing housing with low-interest loans. 
Information about the program can be found at both Gate City Bank on West Lincoln Avenue and at 
City Hall of Washington Avenue. 

Otter Tail County businesses 
and nonprofi ts hit hard by win-
ter pandemic-related closures 
were provided $1.15 million in 
relief grants by the county. � e 
state-funded grant program was 
administered through the county’s 
Community Development Agency 
and provided grants from $1,250 
to $15,000 to 129 local business-
es and nonprofi ts impacted by an 
executive order that reduced ca-
pacity and decreased revenue by 
at least 20%.

� e grant program was creat-
ed to support small businesses 
and nonprofi ts that have been di-
rectly and adversely impacted by 
COVID-related executive orders. 
� e goal of the program was to 
stabilize those organizations and 
build a bridge from the challeng-
ing winter season to the hopefully 
brighter, busier spring and sum-
mer seasons.

Organizations that were re-
quired to close in November 2020 
by Executive Order 20-99, includ-
ing restaurants, bars, gyms, fi tness 
centers and indoor entertainment 
venues, were prioritized for review 
and funding. Ninety-fi ve of the 129 
organizations funded were in this 
priority group, and they received 
89% of the funding available. � e 
remaining 34 organizations that 

OTC supports 
hardest-hit 
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FF City Council approves 
acquisition of mobile stage

A resolution authorizing 
the purchase of a $138,265 
mobile performance stage 
from Stageline was passed 
Monday by the Fergus Falls 
City Council.

City Administrator An-

drew Bremseth recommend-
ed the resolution after the 
city council authorized staff  
to obtain quotes for the ac-
quisition of a mobile perfor-
mance stage and Bremseth 
obtained two — one from 
Stageline for an SL100 
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UNDER CONTROL:  Fergus Falls fi refi ghters work a 
controlled burn.

Fergus Falls residents 
may notice some smoke in 
the community through-
out the month of April. � e 
Fergus Falls Fire Depart-
ment (FFFD) has obtained 
the necessary permits from 

the Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) to con-
duct prescribed, controlled 
burns dependent on burn 
restrictions and the “mercy 
of mother nature,” shared 
fi re chief, Ryan Muchow. 

“We are sensitive to 
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FF Fire Department to 
conduct controlled burns
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1. News: Coronavirus variant in 
all 50 states.

� e highly contagious Covid-19 
variant fi rst discovered in the UK 
has now spread to all 50 states. 
More than 15,000 such cases have 
been reported in the US, and while 
vaccines are highly eff ective against 
the variants, medical experts are 
worried we may not be vaccinating 
fast enough to prevent more major 
outbreaks. Remember, this muta-
tion is dangerous because it’s more 
severe and easier to catch. Mean-
while, the US is under pressure for 
its failure to share unused vaccines 
with other countries, even as pow-

ers like Russia and China have pur-
sued aggressive vaccine diplomacy 
with others.

2. News: Russian President 
Putin signs law allowing him 

two more presidential terms.
Russian President Vladimir Pu-

tin has signed a law paving the 
way for him to run for two more 
presidential terms, potentially ex-
tending his rule until 2036. � e 
provisions of this new law were de-
cided last year in a landmark ref-
erendum on Russia’s constitution. 
In addition to renewed term limits, 
the referendum included votes on 

a range of other amendments, in-
cluding a provision that defi ned 
marriage strictly as a “union of a 
man and a woman.” Putin, who 
turns 69 this year, is currently serv-
ing his fourth presidential term, 
which is set to end in 2024. He was 
in power from 2000 to 2008, and 
resumed offi  ce in 2012. 

3.  History: John Wayne wins 
Best Actor Oscar.

In 1970, the legendary actor John 
Wayne wins his fi rst—and only—
acting Academy Award, for his star 
turn in the director Henry Hatha-
way’s Western True Grit.

100 (51 more since 
Friday)

Estimated active cases 
in Otter Tail County as of 
Tuesday.

64 (No new death 
since Friday) 

Deaths from COVID-19 
in  Otter Tail County as of 
Tuesday.

31,526,441
Number of  COVID-19  cas-

es in the United States ac-
cording to the CDC as of 4 
p.m.  Tuesday.

132,831,437
Number  of  COVID-19   cas-

es in the world according to 
the WHO as of Tuesday.

530,662
Number of COVID-19 

cases in Minnesota (as of 
Tuesday).

6,889 ( 2 5 
more since Friday)

Number of COVID-19 
deaths in Minnesota.

27,781
Number of cases that re-

quired hospitalization (as of 
Tuesday).

5,693
Number of cases hospital-

ized in ICU (as of Tuesday).

For health questions, 
contact the Minnesota 
Department of Health at 
651-201-3920 or 1-800-
657-3903 from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Otter Tail County 
Public Health has a dedi-
cated phone line, 218-998-
8320, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Fri-
day,  for COVID-19 related 
questions.

* Numbers based on 
Tuesday’s counts.
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