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Have you ever tried blindfolded ar-

chery? No? Well, you don’t know what 

you’re missing!

Daryl and Maria Segura of  Rosen-
berg grilling pork loin, and whipping up 
mashed potatoes and broccoli casserole 
for Easter lunch...

Veteran Ken Dillon getting his sec-
ond dose of  COVID-19 vaccine on Sat-
urday... April Dowdy Salas dyeing her 
hair a dark reddish tint... Sheila Marie 
of  Rosenberg sharing a video she took of  
her trip to Surfside with her friends...

Terri Stuart taking photos of  her  
grandchild hunting Easter eggs...

Air Force veteran Frank Cempa 

wishing a friend a very merry 60th birth-
day... Stephen Palkot saying goodbye to 
his longtime fish friend Pixel, who con-
tracted fish rot in his aquarium... 

Monica Romero Warren and mom 
enjoying some Mexican food out in 
Rosenberg...

Neil O. Yelderman enjoying his 
birthday... Farha Ahmed helping oth-
er volunteers serve meals to Fort Bend 
County Sheriff’s deputies on Easter... 
Maria Gleason heading to College Sta-
tion for the weekend...Fulshear High 
School golpher Tristan Gabbard fea-
tured on a local morning news program...

Linda Leutz Windsor, 73

“I believe every human has a finite 

number of  heartbeats. I don’t intend to 

waste any of  mine.”

— Neil Armstrong, U.S. astro-

naut(1930-2012)

— BH
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Just curious

The Lord is close to the brokenhearted 

and saves those who are crushed in spirit.

Psalm 34:18

Good Afternoon
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Thought for Today

Church garage sale
St. Paul Lutheran Church Youth Min-

istry will be having a benefit garage sale 
on Friday, April 30, and Saturday, May 1, 
from 8 a.m.to noon both days in the fel-
lowship hall, 1208 Fifth St., Rosenberg. 
Call 281-341-7500 for more information.

Czech Heritage Society
The Czech Heritage Society of  Fort 

Bend County will hold a membership 
meeting at 10 a.m. Saturday, April 
10, 2021, at the Gus George Law En-
forcement Academy at 1521 Eugene 
Heimann, Richmond. The trials and 
tribulations of  immigrating from your 
homeland to America will be presented 
by Vice President Joyce Lolley.  Social 
distancing will be observed and no pot-
luck lunch.  Please wear a mask.

Candidates forum
The Needville Harvest Festival board 

of  directors is hosting a candidates fo-
rum for both the Needville ISD school 
board and city of  Needville races. The 
forum will be held at Needville Harvest 
Park, 3001 Violet St. at 7 p.m. Monday, 
April 12. Each candidate will be intro-
duced and will have the opportunity to 
introduce themselves, provide goals or 
ideas if  elected, etc.  

25% of teens, adults vaccinated
Just over 40% of population has received at least 1 shot, authorities report
BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County residents are getting 
vaccinated from COVID-19 at an amazing 
rate compared to the rest of  the state of  
Texas.

As of  Monday, 40.5% of  county resi-
dents 16 and older have at least taken one 
shot of  the vaccine, and over a quarter 
of  them are fully vaccinated, according 
to the Texas Department of  State Health 
Services.

Meanwhile, over 8 million state resi-
dents have received at least one dose of  the 
vaccine and 4.6 million are fully vaccinat-
ed, which is 15.7% of  Texas residents.

Last Monday was the first day that all 
people ages 16 and up became eligible for 
the vaccine in Texas.

Of  those fully vaccinated residents 
in Fort Bend County, 30.4% of  them are 
White, 22.9% are Asian, 12.8% are Black 
and 11.5% are Hispanic.

Comparing with the state totals, Fort 
Bend has a higher percentage among 
Asian and Black residents, with only 

5.85% of  Asians in the state are fully vac-
cinated, as well as 8.68% of  Blacks in the 
state.

Over 41.7% of  Whites in Texas are fully 
vaccinated, along with 21.5% of  Hispanics.

The highest rate of  fully vaccinated res-
idents in Fort Bend is women from ages 16 
to 49, with over 31,000 of  them, at 19.9%. 
Only 14% of  men in that age group are ful-
ly vaccinated.

So far, 355,990 of  over 16.6 million dos-
es of  vaccine have been allocated to Fort 
Bend County by the state. Of  those, around 
111,276 doses, or 31%, have been given out 
by the county, according to the Fort Bend 
County health department.

On Thursday, the county reported 86 
new cases of  COVID-19 and 99 new recov-
eries, moving the total number of  cases to 
54,879 and the total number of  recoveries 
to 53,143. The death toll remains at 579.

The hospitalization rate in Fort Bend 
has dipped down to 9.35% after jumping to 
10.35% on Saturday. The rate rose sharp-
ly from 6.84% on March 31, meaning that 
there may be a jump in new cases in the 
last week.

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

The city of  Rosenberg could garner 
extra time to spend $300,000. Nine extra 
months, to be exact. Which doesn’t seem 
like it would be that difficult. But, there’s 
a catch.

At Tuesday’s regular Rosenberg City 
Council meeting, council members will 
consider extending the agreement with 
Fort Bend County in regards to coronavi-
rus relief  funds.

The city of  Rosenberg received $2.1 
million of  the $134 million in federal 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security, or CARES, Act funds allocated 
to Fort Bend County.

Since receiving that money in June, 
the city has spent $1.8 million. Initially, 

the agreement called for spending the 
funds before Dec. 30, 2020.

The city’s unspent balance is approx-
imately $300,000. Therefore, the city re-
quested that the county extend the agree-
ment through the end of  2021.

Payments from the $2.1 million fund 
may only be used to cover costs that are 
necessary expenditures incurred due 
to the public health emergency brought 
about by the COVID-19 crisis.

Projects purchased with the CARES 
Act thus far include the installation of  
police officer body camera/in-car video 
systems and the installation of  city facili-
ty security camera systems. Additionally, 
council members agreed to the purchase 
and installation of  patrol vehicle comput-
ers.

Other expenses included automatic 

doors at City Hall, automatic tempera-
ture readers at entrances and sanitation 
services.

In other business, council members 
will consider taking action on the cre-
ation of  Fort Bend County Municipal 
Utility District No. 232.

The MUD, located on the south side of  
Koeblen Road between FM 2218 and FM 
2977, would consist of  100 acres of  devel-
opment.

The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. at 
City Hall, located at 2110 Fourth St. Res-
idents wishing to speak must sign up in 
advance.

Citizens will be allowed to attend coun-
cil meetings, but seating will be limited 
and masks will be recommended and en-
couraged. There will also be mandatory 
temperature checks.

Council could have more time to 
spend $300,000 in CARES funds
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George Ranch Historical Park held its annual egg hunt Saturday morning. Holding up a 

massive egg filled with treats is Heidi Snyder, 3. See more photos, Page 12.

An egg hunt of epic proportions
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Navy veteran Jason Johnson of Katy gets vaccinated against COVID-19 on Saturday at 

VFW Post 3903 in Rosenberg. The former Navy Corpsman, who once administered shots 

to fellow sailors, was among more than 400 veterans inoculated this past weekend. 

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg Abbott sent a let-
ter to the Texas Rangers baseball organiza-
tion on Monday declining the invitation to 
throw out the ceremonial first pitch at the 
their home opening game. 

Abbott cited Major League Baseball’s 
decision to perpetuate “false political nar-
ratives” by moving the MLB All-Star Game 
from Atlanta in response to Georgia’s new 
election integrity laws. 

Abbott also noted that he will no longer 
participate in any event held by MLB, and 
that the State of  Texas will not seek to host 
the All-Star game or any other MLB special 
events. 

 “It is shameful that America’s pastime 
is not only being influenced by partisan po-
litical politics, but also perpetuating false 
political narratives,” Abbott said in the 
letter. “This decision does not diminish the 
deep respect I have for the Texas Rangers 
baseball organization, which is outstand-
ing from top to bottom.”

Abbott strikes 
back at MLB

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

Speed humps are placed on residential 
streets for a reason. They’re meant to pre-
vent motorists tfrom speeding through 
neighborhoods.

The hard part is getting the speed 
humps on the streets. So that’s where the 
Rosenberg City Council comes in.

At Tuesday’s council meeting, council 
members will consider taking action on 
installing a speed hump on Lloyd Street 
between Old Richmond Road and Avenue 
F.

The meeting is scheduled to begin at 
6:30 p.m.

According to city policy, at least 65 per-
cent of  the property owners/residents 
must be in support of  the change in order 
to proceed with the installation.

There are 15 residential homes and 
multi-family residential units located 
along Lloyd Street.

Fifteen of  the homeowners stated they 

are in support of  the speed hump instal-
lation, while five did not respond, or pro-
vide a definitive answer, city staff  added.

This equates to approximately 66% of  
the residents being in support.

If  approved, the speed hump would 
cost the city $1,600.

In other business, council members 
will will consider taking action on a rate 
case that would reimburse CenterPoint’s 
application to increase distribution rates 
in the cities within its service area.

Rosenberg, along with 35 other cities 
in the Gulf  Coast Coalition of  Cities, 
would need to adopt a resolution to deny 
CenterPoint’s filing before May 3.

If  the city fails to take timely action, 
CenterPoint’s rate request is deemed ad-
ministratively approved.

If  the resolution is approved, Center-
Point will have 45 days to appeal the de-
cision to the Public Utility Commission.

This is the seventh year in a row that 
CenterPoint has requested a rate in-
crease.

Another speed hump 
on council agenda

George rails against proposed 
changes in Texas voting laws
BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County Judge KP George 
weighed in on the controversial voting bill 
being debated in the Texas Legislature that 
would put more restrictions on how Texans 
can vote.

In a letter addressed to Texas House Elec-
tions Committee Chairman Rep. Briscoe 
Cain (R-Baytown) over the Easter weekend, 
George said that Senate Bill 7 and other re-
strictive voting rights laws in other states 
such as Georgia are working to suppress 
the vote.

“Undoubtedly, we have come a long way 
and must continue working to ensure a 
stronger, more vibrant, and more accessible 
democracy for all of  our residents,” he said 
in the letter.

George touted how Fort Bend County 
made bipartisan changes before the 2020 
elections, with county commissioners vot-

ing unanimously to extend voting hours, 
turning the Smart Financial Centre in 
Sugar Land into a mega-voting site and cre-
ating drive-thru voting for those who were 
unable to walk inside a voting center.

“Our bipartisan leadership also unan-
imously supported initiatives to support 
election security and accessibility by advo-
cating for an online voter registration ap-
plication portal for eligible voters, funding 
more efforts to increase civic engagement 
in our communities, and to create a tool 
for registered voters to track their mail bal-
lots,” George wrote.

“While Fort Bend Republicans and Dem-
ocrats came together to champion accessi-
bility for voters in the modern era, we know 
our state and county have a dark history of  
voter suppression. 

“As states like Georgia implement draco-
nian anti-democracy measures like prohib-

Needville Elementary students who read 250,000 words or more are given a token for 

this book-vending machine in the library. Pupils like second-grader Emma Thomason 

love the unusual gadget, which was provided by a grant from the Needville Education 

Foundation and PTA. Thomason said the vending machine is “cool,” and so is the fact 

that students keep the books they get from it.

Book-vending machine

SEE COVID-19, PAGE  2

Eagle-eyed Herald reader Mark Moeller 

spotted this great horned owl at Brazos 

Bend State Park recently and sent The 

Herald the photo.

Who goes there?


