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HIGH SCHOOL
WRESTLING

Foster freshman wins 

bronze; see Sports

File this under interesting if  true: 

The inventor of  the treadmill died at 

age 54. The world body building champ 

died at 41. The best footballer in the 

world, Maradona, died at 60.

Yet Col. Sanders, founder of  KFC died 

at 94, cigarette maker Winston died at 102 

and the inventor of  Hennessy died at 98.

Laura and Mike Knizner doing a 
little trim painting. He is painting blue. 
She is painting white...

Thomas Bailey enjoying a huge tor-
ta and fruit cocktail...

The Southerns, Flemmons, and 
Snyders will be celebrating Sunday as 
Karly Flemmons graduates from The 
University of  Texas McGovern medi-
cal school with her Medical degree and 
joins the Army and specializes in emer-
gency medicine... Sarah Neyfeldt look-
ing forward to some asparagus tips and 
covered mushrooms for supper...

Renee Michulka debating between 
soft or crispy bacon... Gladys Munoz 

thanking the nurses and doctors work-
ing 12-16 hour shifts due to COVID-19. 
“I think about how grateful I am to 
them....” Danna Krnavek Psencik tak-
ing a cell phone photo of  the super moon 
on Tuesday evening, sharing it with her 
friends on social media... Robert Haas 
in his GM truck unknowingly getting in 
a race with the driver of  a Tesla, leav-
ing Tesla behind and its driver “looking 
back for an extension cord...”

Rev. Jamie Earl Davis, 79
Barbara Lee Davis Walpole, 70

“We live in a world of  nuclear giants 

and ethical infants, in a world that has 

achieved brilliance without wisdom, 

power without conscience. We have 

solved the mystery of  the atom and for-

gotten the lessons of  the Sermon on the 

Mount. We know more about war than 

we know about peace, more about dying 

than we know about living.”

Omar Bradley, U.S. general 1893-1981)
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Scary stuff!

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and 

in his word I hope.

Psalm 130:5.
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Museum docents
The Fort Bend Museum Docents will 

meet at 10 a.m. Saturday, May 8, at the 
Gus George Law Enforcement Acade-
my, 1521 Eugene Heimann Circle, Rich-
mond. The public is invited to attend the 
regular meeting and sit in on a special 
presentation, “The Fort Bend Connec-
tion.” Social distancing and masks are 
required. Light refreshments will be 
provided. For more information, call 
516-457-0218.

Church benefit
St. Paul Lutheran Church’s Men 

in Mission will be having a drive-th-
ru chicken barbecue (chicken & sauce 
only) on Sunday, June 6, at the church 
beginning at 11 a.m. Desserts will also be 
available.

Needville High School twirlers won first place in the Marching Auxiliaries National Competition on April 17 at 

the Allen Convention Center in Allen, competing as a high school trio. From left are sophomore Jailyn Webb, 

junior Emily Wittneben and freshman Lissa Kubena. The group had the highest score of all auxiliary teams in 

the competition.

National champion twirlers

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

The schools in the Pecan Grove area —
which includes Pecan Grove Elementary, 
Neill Elementary, Bowie Middle and Tra-
vis High schools — may have full in-person 
education for the next school year.

Outgoing Fort Bend ISD Supt. Dr. 
Charles Dupre said that he expects all stu-
dents will be back in district schools for 
the 2021-22 school year after having some 
students participate in digital learning 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“We are anticipating a return to 
pre-pandemic operations in the new aca-
demic year which begins in August. That 
means all students will return to in-person 
instruction at their schools,” Dupre said in 
a video on the district’s website. “Excep-

tions will be made for a small percentage 
of  students who require continued virtual 
learning due to extenuating circumstanc-
es.”

FBISD started the school year with 
about half  of  its student population in dig-
ital learning and the rest in schools. But as 
of  now, over three-fourths of  the students 
are back in classes.

The district is seeing a decrease in 
COVID-19 cases on its campuses. Only 68 
total cases are on district campuses, with 
only two cases at Travis and three at Bow-
ie. FBISD reported over 350 cases in late 
January.

The distribution of  COVID-19 vaccine 
in Fort Bend County has helped lower the 
threat level in Fort Bend County from red 
(severe) to yellow (moderate).

Dupre also said that the district’s board 

of  trustees will have a public hearing on 
the budget and tax rate on Monday, May 10. 
Although the board discussed a possible 
increase on the tax rate of  $0.03, it may not 
be needed if  the Texas Legislature allows 
federal funding for schools to be distribut-
ed, Dupre said.

“At this time, our legislature is in ses-
sion and have not yet determined how 
they will allocate the federal funds. I en-
courage all parents, staff, and community 
members to contact your elected officials 
to compel them to allocate FBISD the fed-
eral funds that were designated for our use 
as determined by the local school board.”

Dupre, who will resign as FBISD super-
intendent as soon as a successor can be 
named, also said that next year’s budget 
will include a $3,000 pay increase for teach-
ers and a 4% raise for non-teaching staff.

Pecan Grove schools to have full 
in-person learning in August

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

A total of  10,684 voters countywide cast early ballots in the 
May 1 municipal elections.

Of  those, 9,663 voted in person and 1,021 voted by mail, ac-
coridng to Fort Bend County election officials.

Early voting ended Tuesday.
Election Day is Saturday, and this weekend Rosenberg resi-

dents will finally have the opportunity to vote in their own city.
With the Rosenberg Annex off  limits due to COVID-19 testing, 

citizens have had to travel to surrounding cities to vote early.
But on Saturday, Rosenberg City Hall, 2110 Fourth St., will 

open its doors for the May 1 election. Voting begins at 7 a.m. and 
will continue through 7 p.m.

In addition to Rosenberg City Hall, listed are the following 
spots to vote in west Fort Bend County in the upcoming elec-
tions:

• Fulshear High School, 9302 Charger Way, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Fort Bend County Road and Bridge, 3743 School St. in Need-

ville, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Election Day is Saturday

10,684 vote early 
in city elections

SEE ELECTIONS, PAGE  7A
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Upholding an annual event in a 
time of  COVID is no easy feat. But 
George Ranch Historical Park is do-
ing what it can to turn one event into 
tradition — global pandemic or not.

For the second time, the park will 
hold its World War II Reenactment 
event this Saturday.

According to Fort Bend History 
Association Marketing Director Jeni 
Zamora, the first time this event took 
place was in January 2020, right be-
fore coronavirus swept the nation.

“We are hosting the event this 
month to commemorate VE Day, 
which took place on May 8, 1945,” 
Zamora revealed.

“VE Day was celebrated by the UK 
and America to commemorate the Al-
lies acceptance of  the Nazi’s uncondi-
tional surrender during WWII.”

Zamora added that this is the only 
opportunity visitors can witness the 
event until next year. “We are super 
excited to have the re-enactors back 
out at the ranch.” 

“Our Allied friends the British and 
Russians will be joining the US Para-
troopers and Sixth Cavalry as they 
camp out at the 1930s George Ranch 
House,” he said. 

“Depending on turnout, we hope 
to have a victory parade, which will 
include antique vehicles.Guests can 
expect to explore the bivouac camp 
as well as some non-military 1930s 
vehicles. We’ll also have a bunch of  
programs for children including knit-
ting, plane spotting, and our victory 
garden. There will be a special exhibit 
on display in the George Ranch House 
featuring items from the POW work-
ers that came to the ranch from the 
Fort Bend County internment camp.”

George Ranch Historical Park is 
requiring all guests to wear a mask 
when inside any of  its buildings or 
historic houses. There’s plenty of  
room outside to social distance as 
well. Guests are encouraged to bring 
a picnic lunch.

The park will be open from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Saturday, May 1. At-the-
door pricing will be $15 for adults ages 
16 and older, $10 for children ages 5-15 
and free for ages 4 and under. George 
Ranch Historical Park is located at 
10215 FM 762 in Richmond.

WWII 
comes to 
Richmond

Beginning Wednesday, May 5, working 
low-income families in Fort Bend County 
will have an easier time accessing food as-
sistance. 

The Mamie George Community Center 
in Richmond, operated by Catholic Chari-
ties of  the Archdiocese of  Galveston-Hous-
ton, will begin distributing food one evening 
a week — on Wednesdays from 5-6:30 p.m.

“In many cases, individuals are working 
full-time hours but earning lower wages 
that won’t lift a family out of  poverty. Many 
people with a minimum wage job need help 
keeping their families fed,” said Executive 
Director Gladys Brumfield-James. 

“By adding the early evening hours, 
Catholic Charities can help families who 
can’t come to our usual food distributions 
held earlier in the day.”

The ongoing schedule for drive-through 
food distribution also includes Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 9 a.m.–noon.

Families are asked to make an appoint-
ment for weekday food pick-up. In addition, 
food fairs open to anyone are held on a Sat-
urday each month from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

The next food fair is Saturday, May 22. 
To make an appointment or view the 

food fair schedule, visit CatholicCharities.
org/CovidFoodDistribution.

The need for food assistance in Fort 
Bend County continues to run high during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Brumfield-James 
said. 

“MGCC has surpassed all of  its records 
for food distribution. Since the pandem-
ic began in March 2020, MGCC provided 
3.3 million pounds of  food to families who 
drive through the food pick-up line.”

Loading cases of  food into thousands 
of  vehicle trunks takes the help of  sturdy, 
faithful volunteers, she added. 

“Especially noteworthy is regular sup-
port from the Order of  Malta, a lay Catholic 
religious order devoted to care for the sick 
and poor,” she said.

In addition to providing volunteers, the 
Order of  Malta also maintains a fund used 

to procure proteins and meats for food fairs 
at MGCC.

The Mamie George Community Cen-
ter is located at 1111 Collins Road in Rich-
mond. Other services during the pandemic 
include financial assistance for families in 
need of  help with rent and other essential 
expenses, meal delivery to seniors, and sup-
port for women veterans.

Caren Steffes, a member of the Order of Malta, shows off a bag of canned and dry food  

being handed out earlier this spring at the Mamie George Convention Center in Rich-

mond. Catholic Charities sponsors the monthly food giveaway between 9 a.m.-noon on 

the last Saturday of each month and on Tuesdays and Thursday morning. The community 

center will start giving away food on Wednesday evening each week, beginning May 5.

Free food giveaway begins May 5
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While the majority of  Fort Bend Coun-
ty residents have been inoculated against 
COVID-19 or are in the process of  being 
vaccinated, some people question the 
need for restrictions and vaccinations.

The Freedom Matters Action Group 
held a rally at the Fort Bend County 
Courthouse on Tuesday afternoon. About 
20 of  its members stood outside in the 
cloudy but muggy weather to hear speak-
ers rail against lockdowns, masks and 
how the virus is not as deadly as it has 
been reported.

One of  the speakers, Dr. Richard Urso, 
a Houston ophthalmologist, claimed that 
masks do not work in stopping the spread 

of  the virus, arguing that masks weren’t 
made to work against viruses. But sev-
eral medical experts, including those at 
the Centers at Disease Control, have de-
bunked his statement.

Also, the CDC changed its mask guide-
lines on Tuesday, allowing those who are 
fully vaccinated to forgo mask wearing in 
certain outdoor activities, such as eating 
at a restaurant or small meetings with 
others.

Urgo also promoted the use of  hydroxy-
chloroquine to treat COVID-19 patients. 
Urgo was accused of  malpractice when 
he used the controversial drug on three 
patients last year, but the Texas Medical 
Board dismissed the charges.

Freedom Matters is an ultra-conser-

Group protests masks, vaccine
Dr. Richard 

Urgo of Houston 

speaks in front 

of the Erastus 

(Deaf) Smith 

plaque at the 

Fort Bend 

County Court-

house during 

a rally against 

COVID-19 

lockdowns 

and masks, 

organized by 

the Freedom 

Matters Action 

Group.HERALD PHOTO BY CHAD WASHINGTONSEE RALLY, PAGE  2A


