
VOLUME 128, NUMBER 180 ROSENBERG-RICHMOND, TEXAS

AND TEXAS COASTER

www.fbherald.com 75¢ RACK/32¢ DELIVERED

HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL

George Ranch, Foster stars 

named to Touchdown Club 

of Houston preseason team; 

see Sports

“If  by “crunches” you mean the sound 

chips make when you eat them, then, yes, 

I do crunches.” 

Dr. Dale Olson announcing Family 
Hope completed its Back-to-School Shoe 
Project, giving away 1,130 shoes to chil-
dren in need ….

Monica Romero Warren in the 
mood for some “feel good” movies over 
the Labor Day weekend...

Tim Kaminski sharing a video of  
“nature’s garden”...

Leonard Chan enjoying “Mulan”...
It’s “the Return of  the Jedi we all de-
served,” he says...

Shereen Sampson visiting Farra-
gut State Park with her four favorite 
people...

Kristine Martin sending prayers 
to people in the far east about to get 
slammed by super typhoon Haishen...

Lisa Brawley renting a bouncy 
houses for the kids... Steve Rogers en-
joying some calamari...

Estella Tubb attending a baby show-
er... 

Judy Moore-Everett preparing 
some homemade pasta sauce...

On July 31, 2004, the Lamar Little 
League Major and Junior League All-
Star teams made league history by win-
ning the East Texas State Champion-
ship tournament.

— BH
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Overheard

If  anyone is in Christ, there is a new 

creation: everything old has passed 

away; see, everything has become new!

2 Corinthians 5:17

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Today’s Scripture

Did you know?

 This fall, Fort Bend County Libraries will offer fun, 
online programs specifically designed for high school-age 
teens in grades 9 through 12.

 The programs will be either live-streamed via Zoom/
WebEx or pre-recorded videos. Registration is required for 
the live-streamed programs only. An email with the link for 
the Zoom/WebEx meeting will be sent to all who register.

 The how-to videos can be viewed on the Fort Bend 
County Libraries website – www.fortbend.lib.tx.us – by 
clicking on the “Classes and Events” tab, selecting “Virtu-
al Programs,” and finding the virtual “class” on the dates 
listed.

n “YA Book Club” – Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2-3 p.m.
This event will be live-streamed via Zoom/WebEx at the 

designated time. Join in a discussion of  Illuminae, written 
by Amie Kaufman. Registration is required.

n “YA Book Talk” – Wednesday, Sept. 9 (pre-recorded 
video) In FBCL’s Book Talk series, library staff  give a syn-
opsis of  a featured book and share their thoughts on it. In 
this episode, hear about Glass Houses, the first book in the 
Morganville Vampires series written by Rachel Caine.

n  “YA Craft: Calming Glitter Jars” – Thursday, Sept. 
10 (pre-recorded video) In this craft-demonstration video, 
learn how creating a jar of  swirling, glittery liquid can 
have a calming effect in times of  stress.

Library to offer online 
programs for teenagers

Junior League fundraiser
Tickets are on sale right now for the 

2020 Sugar Plum Marketplace, present-
ed by Fort Bend Junior Service League 
(FBJSL) and Title Sponsor Memorial 
Hermann Sugar Land. The Marketplace 
takes place online Nov. 3 through 8 via 
a new, professionally designed web plat-
form.  

Benefit garage sale
Rosenberg Animal Shelter volun-

teers are holding a garage sale on 
Friday, Sept. 18, and Saturday Sept. 19, 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 2820 Talasek 
St. in Rosenberg, off  Mons Avenue.  
There will be lots of  great items: chil-
dren’s toys, books, kitchen and home 
items, gently used items, as well as 
items from a couple of  estate sales.  
In addition, a beautiful Halloween 
wreath will be raffled off.  Proceeds 
will go to Rosenberg Animal Control 
and Shelter.

Sports injury webinar
Houston Methodist-Sugar Land will 

host a free live webinar at 11 a.m. on 
Thursday, Sept. 10 for a discussion on 
common sports injuries and how to pre-
vent them. Registration is required. To 
register or find out more information, 
visit houstonmethodist.org/athlete or 
call 281-201-0409.

Church fundraiser
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, Sts. 

Cyril & Methodius Catholic Church, 603 
Parrot Ave., Damon, will host a drive-th-
ru chicken dinner fundraiser from 10:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 20 and will 
not host its typical bazaar. 

Houston Methodist  Sugar Land Hospi-
tal will host a virtual town hall to Thursday, 

Sept. 10, to discuss COVID-19 updates. Reg-
ister at https://bit.ly/31q6lfd

Virtual town hall meeting planned to discuss COVID-19

Richmond city commissioners adopted 
an integrated Utility Master Plan in 2019 to 
prepare for future growth in the city and its 
extra-territorial jurisdiction.

Commissoiners reviewed the water and 
wastewater plan last week.  

The plan projects future growth to be sig-
nificant in the city and in its ETJ. 

“We want to make sure we are follow-
ing the Water/ Wastewater Master Plan so 
as not to fall behind or start projects pre-
maturely,” Public Works Director Howard 

Christian explained.
An additional consideration is the Fort 

Bend Subsidence District mandate for 
2025 will require the city to increase the 
non-groundwater alternative water capabil-
ities from 30% to 60%. 

Current plans include some reclaimed 
wastewater opportunities; however, surface 
water plant expansion will be necessary to 
meet this mandate, Christian said.

The city currently has water rights se-
cured for 2.0 million   gallons per day expan-

sion along with 2.4 years of  credits toward 
the 60% conversion. 

The city’s current 5-year plan includes 
the initiation of  expansion of  the surface 
water plant.

The master plan also includes a project 
for a new .75 million gallons per day waste-
water treatment plant to be built east of  the 
Brazos River to accommodate future devel-
opment.  

This new facility will extend the time 
needed to increase capacity and rehabilitate 

the main regional wastewater treatment 
plant. 

“It is imperative the city hits the mile-
stones laid out in the utility master plan 
and allow for staff  to be proactive in build-
ing necessary infrastructure to be ready to 
serve citizens,” Christian added.

Next year’s capital improvement plans 
allow for Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality permitting, easements ac-
quisition and beginning the design of  the 
new plant.

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

Water and wastewater impact fees are 
being significantly reduced in the city of  
Rosenberg.

At the most recent regular Rosenberg 
City Council meeting, council members 
voted in favor of  amending land use as-
sumptions and a capital improvements 
plan and the imposition of  water and 
wastewater impact fees.

According to city staff, the purpose of  
the impact fees is to have new development 
pay a portion of  the capital improvement 

costs incurred to provide capacity needed 
to support the additional connections to 
the system.

Without the fee, the capital improve-
ment costs to support new development 
would be shouldered by the existing water 
and sewer customers through increased 
rates, or by increased property tax rates to 
repay debt issued to construct the system 
expansion.

The impact fees are actually being sig-
nificantly reduced. For example, the cur-
rent simple 5/8-inch x 3/4-inch meter is 
$3,471 for water and $1,234 for sewer total-
ing $4,705,” Rosenberg Communications 

Director Tanya Kveton explained.
The proposed new fees for a simple 5/8-

inch x 3/4-inch meter would be $1,567.70 
for water and $1,409.21 for sewer totaling 
$2,976.91.

“You know, I was thinking, we’re reduc-
ing the tax rate, we’re giving homestead ex-
emption increases, and now we’re reducing 
these impact fees,” Mayor Bill Benton said.

“We got a lot of  folks around here get-
ting breaks financially.”

Council member Steven DeGregorio 
then made a motion to accept the changes. 
The motion was seconded by council mem-
ber Jacob Balderas and passed 6-0.

Council member Isaac Davila was not 
present for this item.

The next regular Rosenberg City Coun-
cil meeting will be held via Zoom telecon-
ference on Sept. 15.

Citizens will not be allowed to attend 
council meetings, but can still ask ques-
tions via letters, telephone or email.

Email comments to dswint@rosen-
bergtx.gov.

City council meetings can be watched 
live on the city’s YouTube Channel “Rosen-
bergTXGov,” on the city’s website at www.
rosenbergtx.gov/tv, and on Comcast Chan-
nel 16 for residents within the city limits.

Council votes to lower developer impact fees

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

Despite public disapproval from one 
city councilman and one citizen, Rosen-
berg City Council members voted in favor 
of  the exclusion and removal of  Munici-
pal Utility District No. 66 from the city’s 
extraterritorial jurisdiction at Tuesday’s 
meeting.

This item was brought to council by 
councilman Jacob Balderas. But before 
Balderas could speak on the item, council 
member Isaac Davila motioned to table it.

The motion failed for lack of  second, 

and when he was muted on the Zoom tele-
conference call by Mayor Bill Benton for 
suggesting that the MUD developer paid 
off  certain council members, Davila left 
the virtual meeting.

Following the failed motion, Rosenberg 
resident and former council member 
Lynn Moses spoke in opposition of  the 
item.

“The city will continue to grow,” Moses 
told council. “As it stands right now, the 
area is not totally developed. As council 
members, you’re not supposed to look 
just to today. Look to the future. You can’t 
do anything once you annex someone. 

They’re on their own.”
Moses said by removing the MUD from 

the city’s ETJ, it would create a doughnut 
in the growth of  the city.

Balderas then made a motion to pass 
the ordinance. The motion was seconded 
by council member Richard Olson. Ben-
ton and council member Kevin Raines 
voted against the motion, but it passed 4-2.

Davila never returned to the meeting.
“The ETJ is our future,” Benton said, 

explaining his vote. “When you give up 
your ETJ, you give up a part of  your fu-
ture.

“When I say future, I (mean) the future 

of  sales tax and other revenues generat-
ed.”

The next Rosenberg City Council meet-
ing will be held Sept. 15 at 6:30 p.m.

Citizens will not be allowed to attend 
council meetings, but can still ask ques-
tions via letters, telephone or email.

Email comments to dswint@rosen-
bergtx.gov.

City council meetings can be watched 
live on the city’s YouTube Channel 
“RosenbergTXGov,” on the city’s website 
at www.rosenbergtx.gov/tv, and on Com-
cast Channel 16 for residents within the 
city limits.

Council removes land from city’s ETJ
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David Lopez with Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church in Rosenberg helped collect 

donations Sunday afternoon to be distributed to those in need in Lake Charles, La. 

Lopez said a truck filled with water, food, diapers, paper goods and more would be 

driven to a Catholic church in Lake Charles to be distributed to those affected by Hur-

ricane Laura that barreled through central Louisiana last week. Supplies donated by 

parishioners and Rosenberg residents would be given to all those in need, regardless of 

religious affiliation, Lopez said.

Helping those in need
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The Needville Blue Jays marching bands performs during Friday night’s match-up against the Huffman Falcons 

at Blue Jay Stadium in Needville. Band members were separated from each other to help prevent the spread of 

coronavirus.

Back together, at a distance

Richmond city commissioners plan for community’s growth

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County is beginning the 
process to update its death totals from 
COVID-19 with the state’s health depart-
ment to try to get an accurate number of  
fatalities in the county from the corona-
virus.

County commissioners are expected 
to approve a memorandum of  under-
standing between the Texas Department 
of  State Health Services and Fort Bend 
County so that the county can get certain 
confidential data from the designated 
death records, which DSHS maintains.

The memorandum will be approved at 
Tuesday’s commissioners’ court meeting 
at 1 p.m. at the Fort Bend County Court-
house.

As of  Monday morning, the county 
has reported 161 deaths to COVID-19, 

with no new deaths reported on Saturday. 
Three deaths were reported on Friday, in-
cluding a male in his 40s, a female in her 
60s and a male in his 60s with an underly-
ing condition.

But on the Texas DSHS COVID-19 
dashboard, Fort Bend County is listed to 
have 247 fatalities to the coronavirus.

Despite the discrepancy in deaths, the 
number of  cases in Fort Bend County is 
accurate on both the county’s and state’s 
websites.

As of  Monday, there are 15,144 cases 
of  the coronavirus, with 12,169 recover-
ies. There were 19 new cases reported on 
Friday and 44 on Saturday. There were no 
reports on Sunday and Monday due to the 
Labor Day holiday.

Commissioners are also expected to 
approve a renewal of  a grant application 
with Texas DSHS for HIV prevention ac-
tivities for 2021 in an amount of  $315,329.

County, state COVID 
deaths don’t match up

Perhaps getaway driver isn’t a 
good career choice for one Richmond 
resident.

Marvin James Stewart was indict-
ed last month on one count of  evad-
ing arrest and/or detention, a state-

jail felony, after allegedly fleeing from 
a Richmond police officer.  According 
to court records, he has been convict-
ed of  evading police three times in 
the past, in 2003, 2005 and 2019. See 
indictments, Page 3. 

Richmond man charged with evading arrest — again


