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Just saw a mosquito with a coat on. 

They’re not giving up.

Donna Kay Tucker getting wonder-
ful directions for a hopeful afternoon 
shopping spree.

Jonathan Garcia still walking tall 
with confidence after his New England 
Patriots took their first loss of  the sea-
son...

Irene Marie Bacak, 80
Joseph Gilbert Bubenik, 62
San Juanita Robles, 85

“Not doing more than the average is 

what keeps the average down.” 

— William M. Winans, American 

clergyman (1788-1857)

— BH
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Bad news!

(God) put his Spirit in our hearts as a 

deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.

2 Corinthians 1:22
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Veterans Day service
Community Christian Church, 5220 

Reading Road in Rosenberg, is honoring 
veterans on Sunday, Nov. 10, at 10:30 a.m. 
Refreshments will be served afterward.

Apple strudel sale
Members of  the KJZT and Altar Soci-

ety of  St. Michael’s Catholic Church in 
Needville are holding their annual apple 
strudel sale. Cost is $15 per strudel. The 
pastries will be ready for pick up from 8 
a.m. to noon on Saturday, Nov. 23 at the 
church’s family life center, 9214 Main St. 
Place orders by calling 979-793-6804 or 
979-793-6605.

Benefit for strays
Rosenberg Animal Shelter volunteers 

are rummaging through their homes to 
support the medical needs of  animals 
at the Rosenberg Animal Shelter. The 
volunteers are hosting a garage sale on 
Friday, Nov. 15, and Saturday Nov. 16,  
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 2820 Talasek St. 
in Rosenberg, off  Mons Avenue. 

Sugarhouse discussion
Texas’ last known antebellum sugar-

house remnants, located in the Arcola 
area, will be discussed during the quar-
terly meeting of  the Fort Bend County 
Historical Commission on Tuesday, Nov. 
19. The 3 p.m. meeting, free and open to 
the public, will be held upstairs at the 
Gus George Academy, 1521 Eugene Hei-
mann Circle in Richmond.

Taylor Ray anniversary
Taylor Ray Elementary School, 2611 

Avenue N in Rosenberg, will celebrate 
its 40th anniversary on Nov. 20, from 
3:30-5 p.m. Descendants of  the school’s 
namesake, Taylor Ray, are expected to 
join in the celebration. Suzanne Crippen 
will recount the history of  the campus, 
which opened in 1979. The fifth-grade 
choir will perform for visitors and Em-
bassy Church will provide cake and re-
freshments.

The Happy Cousins Dance Club 
will host its monthly dance on Sat-
urday, Nov. 9, from 8-11:30 p.m. at the 
American Legion Hall on SH 36 in 
Rosenberg. 

Al Sulak & Country Sound will 
provide the dance music.  The pub-
lic is invited. Admission is $10. For 
more information, call 281-232-3531.

Monthly public 
dance is Saturday

All branches of  Fort Bend County Li-
braries will be closed Monday, Nov. 11, in 
observance of  Veterans’ Day.  Regular li-
brary hours will resume on Tuesday, Nov. 

Libraries to close for Veterans Day

The 17th annual Christmas in Rich-
mond is set for Saturday, Dec. 7, from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. on Morton Street in Historic 
Downtown Richmond. Expect to see food 
trucks and live entertainment.

‘Christmas in Richmond’ is Dec. 7
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Bring out the raincoats

BY HERALD STAFF

A Needville High School student who 
supposedly made threats against other 
students on Tuesday was interviewed 
by a deputy on Thursday but not ar-
rested, the Fort Bend County Sheriff’s 
Office reported.

“A detective was sent out Thursday 
and interviewed several students as 
well as the one who was supposedly 
making threats,” said Maj. Chad Nor-
vel. 

“We did not find any evidence of  ac-
tual threats other than hearsay nor did 
we find a means for the student to carry 

out any threats. He was not arrested, 
but a report will be forwarded to the 
(Fort Bend County) District Attorney’s 
Office.”

Norvel said the sheriff’s office was 
contacted by Needville police on Thurs-
day regarding threats allegedly being 
made by a student. 

“We learned the threats were initial-
ly made on Tuesday and the school ad-
ministered discipline,” Norvel said.

“We have received multiple calls to 
our communications center from con-
cerned parents and wanted to ensure 
(parents) were all aware it was investi-
gated and we consider the school to be 

safe.”
Norvel said this information was 

conveyed to Needville ISD administra-
tion and we encouraged them to distrib-
ute it to their parents. 

Needville ISD sent out a text message 
to parents on Friday regarding the inci-
dent.

“The Needville Independent School 
District has conducted an investigation 
of  a threat incident taken by the Need-
ville ISD Police Dept. and the Fort Bend 
County Sheriff,” the school district said 
in the text message sent to parents at 
4:56 p.m.  “The issue has been handled 
in regards to the district’s position that 

we can say with confidence our district 
is safe today.” 

Many parents expressed on social 
media their anger at being kept in the 
dark for days after the incident came to 
light.

At least one parent said on Facebook 
she had heard that six students had cre-
ated a hit list.

Neither the school district nor the 
sheriff’s department mentioned a hit 
list in their notifications to parents and 
the community.

The school district also did not say 
how the student or students had been 
disciplined. 

Sheriff: Needville High School student 
questioned about rumored ‘hit list’
Many parents angered they weren’t immediately notified of possible threat toward students

The Travis High School Belles dance team donned raincoats for 

Thursday’s game at Mercer Stadium in Sugar Land. Temperatures be-

gan to plummet on Thursday morning and by game time had dropped 

to the high 40s. The chilly temps were accompanied by light rain.

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

A chemical blending and packing 
services company in Rosenberg is 
in the process of  expanding.

At the most recent Rosenberg 
City Council meeting, council mem-
bers voted in favor of  authorizing 
a tax abatement agreement with 
Seatex for a five-year term.

The planned improvements are 
estimated to generate about $10 mil-
lion in property taxes and increased 
inventory.

The agreement requires that the 
certified appraised value of  the 
property increase from $19,262,720 
to $21,762,720 in fiscal year 2020 and 
that Seatex maintains at least 110 
full-time employees through 2024.

If  both requirements are met, 
50% of  any increase in appraised 
taxable value on tangible person-
al property will be abated for five 
years, city staff  noted.

City offers 
company 
tax break

SEE ROSENBERG, PAGE  8A
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Fort Bend ISD will hold a ceremony to 
honor the remains of  the Sugar Land 95 be-
fore beginning reinteriment of  the remains.

The ceremony is a sign that negotiations 
between the school district and Fort Bend 
County Attorney Roy Cordes for a memorial 
park in Sugar Land have fallen through.

FBISD will have a ceremony on Sunday, 
Nov. 17 at 6 p.m. at the James Reese Career 
and Technical Center, where community 
leaders, historians, district staff  and repre-
sentatives from FBISD’s Sugar Land 95 advi-
sory committee have assisted in planning of  
the ceremony.

“This has been an unprecedented jour-
ney for Fort Bend ISD, and the time has now 
come for us to lay the Sugar Land 95 to rest,” 
FBISD superintendent Dr. Charles Dupre 
said in a statement.

“These 95 souls suffered a grave injustice 
during their time on earth, but we remain 
committed to ensuring that their lives are 
not forgotten, and that our students will 

learn about this part of  our history for gen-
erations to come.”

Burial of  the Sugar Land 95 will occur in 
private in the days and weeks following the 
ceremony, with a second memorial event 
planned upon its conclusion, the statement 
said.

The district was in negotiations with Fort 
Bend County, with the county commission-
ers discussing to build a memorial park and 
cemetery. But once it was reported that the 
county wanted FBISD to give $1 million for 
the park, talks stalled.

Nearly two years have passed since the 
first human remains were unearthed at an 
FBISD construction site.

In all, the remains of  95 individuals 
were found at the site of  the now-complet-
ed technical center. Archaeologists believe 
the remains are those of  incarcerated Afri-
can-American citizens who were leased to 
a local plantation to provide labor through 
the state-sanctioned convict leasing system, 
following the national abolition of  slavery 
in 1865. It is believed this cemetery was used 
between 1879-1912.

County, FBISD at impasse 
over Sugar Land 95 burial

AUSTIN, AP) — In his five years as Texas’ 
governor, Republican Greg Abbott has over-
seen the execution of  nearly 50 prisoners 
while only once sparing a condemned man’s 
life, after a victims’ family asked him to do 
so.

But Abbott — who has proudly referred 
to the death penalty as “Texas justice” — 
has never confronted such intense pressure 
to halt a lethal injection like he is facing in 

the case of  Rodney Reed, who is set to die 
this month for a 1996 killing despite new 
evidence that even a growing number of  Re-
publican legislators say raises serious ques-
tions about his guilt.

On Saturday, supporters of  Reed are 
planning their biggest protest yet outside 
the governor’s mansion, escalating a public 
campaign that now counts Beyoncé, Kim 
Kardashian and Oprah Winfrey.

All eyes on Texas governor as 
calls grow to halt execution


