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HIGH SCHOOL
BASKETBALL

George Ranch’s Thomasson 

named District 23-6A MVP; 

see Sports

“The trouble with being late is nobody 

is there to appreciate it.” — Franklin 

Jones.

Tanner Pias, grandson of  Rosen-
berg City Council member Amanda 

Barta leading the council in the Pledge 
of  Allegiance....

Sheridan Smith directs first photo 
shoot in Austin…

Demi Wilson enjoying summer va-
cation with son…

Chris and Averil Martin Gleason 
plan Florida vacation sans children…

Anita Ruth Jones, 75
Curtis “LJ” Lee Malone III, 17
Cleve Daniel Fields III
Bessie Lee Taylor, 84

 “That would be a good thing for them 

to cut on my tombstone: ‘Wherever she 

went, including here, it was against her 

better judgment.’” 
— Dorothy Parker, American writer 

(born 1893, died this date in 1967)

See Pages 3 & 10

— BH
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Late again!

Peter got down out of  the boat, walked 

on the water and came toward Jesus. But 

when he saw the wind, he was afraid 

and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, 

save me!”

Matthew 14:29-30

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Obituaries

Today’s Scripture

Thought for Today

Black Heritage Society
The Fort Bend Black Heritage Society 

is seeking volunteers to help beautify the 
historic Byrd Cemetery, 310 Blume Road 
in Rosenberg, on Saturday, June 8, from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. The group needs weed eat-
ers and lawn supplies. Snacks and drinks 
provided. Community service forms will 
be available. Call 832-877-2756 for more in-
formation.

Beasley VFD fundraiser
The Beasley Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment will hold its annual barbecue and 
auction fundraiser on Sunday, July 21, be-
ginning at 11 a.m. at St. Wenceslaus Cath-
olic Church. Proceeds will go towards 
replacing obsolete equipment. Everyone 
is invited to attend. Anyone wishing to do-
nate auction items and pastry items can 
bring them to the fire station on Saturday, 
July 20, or Sunday, July 21. For more in-
formation, call George Beran 281-725-8767.

Hermann Sons Life
Members of  the Rosenberg-Richmond 

Hermann Sons Life  Lodge 85 will meet on 
Monday, June 10, at 7 p.m.  at the Rosen-
berg Civic Center. Chicken fried steak 
and chicken fried chicken will be served.  
Members bring desserts. For more infor-
mation, call 281-344-8055. 

State of Richmond
Richmond Mayor Evalyn W. Moore will 

address the “State of  the City” on June 11.  
The luncheon will be held at Briscoe Man-
or,  5801 FM 723, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
Mayor Moore’s will discuss the latest im-
provements, infrastructure preparations, 
economic development and what the year 
has in store for the City of  Richmond.

OakBend Medical Cen-
ter will host Coffee with a 
Cop at the Williams Way 
complex, 22003 U.S. 59 in 
Richmond, on Wednesday, 
June 12, from 8 a.m.-10 

a.m. The morning coffee 
will be held in the lobby 
of  the hospital where cit-
izens can meet and greet 
the sheriff’s department 
representatives.

Coffee with a Cop slated for June 12
The Happy Cousins Dance Club 

will host its monthly dance on Sat-
urday, June 8, at the American Le-
gion Hall on SH36 in Rosenberg. The 
Twightlight Band will provide the 
dance music. The public is invited. 
For more information, call 281-232-
3531.

Public dance is Saturday
OakBend Medical Center will 

host a blood drive on Wednesday, 
June 12, from 1-5 p.m. in the first 
floor conference center at its Rich-
mond facility, 1705 Jackson St.

Successful donors will rceive a 
coupon for free small pizza, side 
item or dessert from Papa John’s.

The public is invited to sched-
ule a donation by registering 
online at https://www.commit-
forlife.org/donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/281393. You may 
contact Ashley Musslewhite at 
281-341-4812 for additional infor-
mation.

The Fort Bend Chapter of  the 
Czech Heritage Society will hold 
its meeting on Saturday, June 8, at 
the Gus George Academy in Rich-
mond.

The doors open at 9 a.m. with 
the meeting starting at 10: a.m. 
followed by a covered dish lunch 
provided by members. Czech 
Heritage Scholarship winners 
will read their winning essays. 
Remember to bring silent auction 
and basket raffle donations for the 
summer state meeting (canned 
goods, homemade goods are al-
ways appreciated). 

Czech Society to 
meet SaturdayEthics committee to review 

complaint against Moore 

OakBend blood drive set for June 12

Movies on Morton Street
The city of  Richmond’s Movies on Mor-

ton Street free outdoor film features “Sele-
na”  at 7:45 p.m. in front of  city hall on Fri-
day, June 7. 

Rotary club of  Richmond will provide 
free popcorn and Access Health Communi-
ty Health will provide water and lemonade. 

Visitors are encouraged to bring their 
chairs, but Friends of  North Richmond 
will supply chairs for those without chairs. 

BY ALEX WUKMAN
awukman@fbherald.com

The city of  Richmond’s Ethics 
Board agreed Thursday to review an-
other complaint against Mayor Evalyn 
Moore.

The complaint, filed by former City 
Commissioner Josh Lockhart, alleges 
that in September 2018, Moore used un-
due influence to steer a $600,000 insur-
ance contract to the local firm McDon-
ald & Wessendorf  Insurance.

Moore’s longtime friends Dan and 
Pat McDonald are owners of  McDonald 
& Wessendorf.

Moore is also accused of  providing 
Dan and Pat McDonald with the con-
tract’s terms before they had been made 
public in order to help their firm secure 
the contract.

Lockhart also alleges that, in Septem-
ber 2018, Moore pressured City Manag-
er Terri Vela into not sharing any of  the 
bids for the insurance contract, or city 
staff’s evaluations of  those bids, with 

commission members and that Moore 
lied under oath about the bids when 
questioned at a previous hearing.

Because the ethics board was only 
seeing Lockhart’s revised complaints in 
a preliminary review, the board mem-
bers were procedurally prevented from 
conducting an investigation into any 
details of  the allegation, according to 
Frank Garza, special counsel to the City 
Commission.

“All the board can do tonight is de-
termine jurisdiction and recommend 
whether or not a hearing should be 
held,” Garza said at Thursday’s meet-
ing.

Although the ethics board and city 
commission have previously ruled on 
Lockhart’s complaint, Lockhart told 
the board that he refiled the complaint 
because “significant information re-
lated to sworn testimony has recently 
come to light.”

“When Ms. Vela answered ‘I do not 
recall’ during her testimony she wasn’t 
responding to a direct question,” Lock-
hart said. 

“She’ll testify differently if  she’s 
asked again, which will open up a per-
jury charge against Mayor Moore.”

When asked about the allegations, 
Mayor Moore provided a non-commit-
tal response that thanked the ethics 
board members for their service.

“I think they’re a real good board and 
they’ve had some tough work,” Moore 
said.

Josh 
Lockhart

Evalyn 
Moore

Storm causes damage

The storm ripped off the facade of Church’s Chicken on U.S. 90 in Rosenberg. Below, a 

tree was downed in the River Forest subsivision. A downed tree in the Village of Pleak 

blocked Harlem Road.

A fast-moving thunderstorm brought high winds, lightning and rain throughout Fort 

Bend County on Thursday. The storm arrived in Rosenberg around 6:30 p.m. and was 

gone by 8 p.m. 

A former kindergarten teacher at Mey-
er Elementary School has been charged 
with aggravated sexual assault of  an 
11-year-old girl, au-
thorities report.

Mark Anthony 
Mata, 33, was arrest-
ed May 31 by the Fort 
Bend County Sher-
iff’s Office. According 
the Fort Bend County 
Sheriff’s Office’s PIO 
Caitlin Espinosa, 
Mata was released 
June 3.

He’d been with the 

school district since 2006.
After his arrest, Mata was put on ad-

ministrative leave by the school. He later 
resigned.

The alleged assault happened off  cam-
pus at a private home on Jan. 3, 2018. The 
victim was not a Meyer Elementary stu-
dent, according to investigators.

Mata continued in his job for 16 months 
until his arrest.

Rosenberg Police Chief  Jonathan 
White said his department wasn’t noti-
fied until Mata’s arrest May 31.

Mata faces a first-degree felony that 
carries a punishment of  up to 99 years in 
prison upon conviction.

Kindergarten teacher 
accused of sexual assault

Mark Anthony 
Mata

BY HERALD STAFF
A woman was killed and three other 

people were injured in a single-vehicle 
crash early Friday morning in Rich-
mond, near Sugar Land.

Fort Bend County Sheriff’s deputies 
were called to the scene just before 4 a.m. 
at the 5000 block of  Ransom Road, near 
River Pointe Church.

The driver was speeding in a white 
Nissan sedan when she lost control and 
hit a guardrail before slamming into a 
concrete barrier, deputies said.

The driver was pronounced dead at the 
scene, while two passengers were trans-
ported to nearby Memorial Hermann 
Sugar Land Hospital in serious condi-
tion, authorities said. A third victim was 
flown to the Texas Medical Center via 
LifeFlight.

The names and ages of  the victims 
have not been released, but deputies said 
that there were no children in the car.

The crash caused a part of  Ransom 
Road to be closed for a few hours, reopen-
ing at 7:30 a.m.

Car crash kills woman, 
three others injured

It is the duty of  the Rosenberg Police De-
partment to keep the city and its citizens 
safe.

And at the Rosenberg City Council meet-
ing Tuesday, the department came one step 
closer to maintaining that ability.

Council members accepted a donation for 
the police department from the Defense Lo-
gistics Agency.

In May, council approved the donation of  
a Humvee utility truck,

According to city staff, the truck will be 
used to assist emergency operations in natu-
ral disasters and off-road situations such as 
flooding events.

“This Hummer is basically so we don’t 
flood our Tahoes,” Police Chief  Jonathan 
White said.

City staff  learned on May 17 that a 30-day 
transport would need to be scheduled for ac-
ceptance.

The Humvee was transferred from Mar-
shall, Texas, on Wednesday. The vehicle was 
formerly in use by the Marshall Police De-
partment.

Marshall PD confirmed it no longer had 
a need for such a vehicle and noted that the 
vehicle is in excellent working condition.

Minimal equipment costs will be neces-
sary to utilize the vehicle for Rosenberg PD.

Rosenberg PD gets new equipment
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Rosenberg Police Chief Jonathan White checks out the new Humvee utility truck.


