
Labor Day closing
The city of  Richmond will be 

closed on Monday, Sept. 6, to allow 
employees to observe the Labor 
Day holiday. While city offices will 
be closed, essential personnel will 
be working to serve citizens.

Public hearing on budget
The city of  Richmond will hold 

a public hearing at 4:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Sept. 8, 2021, for the 
proposed fiscal year 2022 budget at 
600 Morton St. in the city commis-
sion chambers. City commission-
ers are scheduled vote to adopt pro-
posed budget and tax rate by Sept. 
23. City Commission will adopt the 
fiscal 2022 budget Sept. 20. 

Literacy Council benefit
The Literacy Council will host 

it’s 12th annual Great Grown-Up 
Spelling Bee fundraiser on Thurs-
day, Sept. 9, from 6-9: p.m. at Quail 
Valley Golf  Course.  The bee is the 
Literacy  Council’s biggest fund-
raiser of  the year.  For more in-
formation, contact Alex Sanchez 
asanchez@ftbendliteracy.org or 
281-240-8181.

Labor Day closing
All branches of  Fort Bend 

County Libraries will be closed 
Monday, Sept. 6, in observance of  
Labor Day. Regular library hours 
will resume on Tuesday, Sept.7. 

The online library is always 
open at www.fortbend.lib.tx.us for 
searching the catalog, renewing 
books or placing holds, streaming 
movies or music, downloading 
e-books, or using the research da-
tabases. For additional informa-
tion, call 281-633-4734.
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Kayla Filjon of  Richmond has been 
named to the Spring 2021 Dean’s List at 
Florida Institute of  Technology...

Sue Diggs proud of  being a new 
great-grandma...

Joe and Sandy Southern help-
ing son Colton move into the dorm at 
Texas A&M. Colton is a Terry High 
School graduate and Eagle Scout...

Shannon Stavinoha taking a cell 
phone pic of  a rainbow...

Dwayne Grigar and family head-
ing out to Galveston Isle. Planning a 
family photo-op...

Former Fort Bend Herald photogra-
pher Russell Autrey taking a photo of  
the August Sturgeon Moon ...

Leonard N. Chan dressing up in 
his Spider-Man suit to climb a rock 
wall...

Former Fulshear Mayor Tommy 

Kuykendall practicing for the Fort 
Bend County District Attorney’s 
first-ever Labor Day Ride for Survivors 
bike fundraiser on Sept. 4. Tommy 
rode 15 miles on Tuesday to get ready 
for the 40-mile bike route..

Carolyn Stegemiller, 83
Mario Antonio Arana, 51
Adam Rosales, 48

— SRW
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Can’t flip 

Truly I tell you, if  you have faith the 

size of  a mustard seed, you will say to this 

mountain, “Move from here to there,” 

and it will move; and nothing will be im-

possible for you.

Matthew 17:20

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Obituaries

Today’s Scripture

Me (talking to my kids at breakfast): 

“Who wants omelets?”

Kids: “I do! I do!”

Me (unsuccessfully flipping omelet): 

“Who wants scrambled eggs?”

BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY
swilley@fbherald.com

Traffic and drainage around the 10,000-
seat EpiCenter should have little or no im-
pact on area neighborhoods, the developer 
of  the county project told Rosenberg city 
leaders.

The matter was one of  four items the 
council discussed during a workshop ses-
sion on Tuesday.

One resident of  the Cottonwood subdivi-
sion, which will be directly adjacent to the 
EpiCenter, said her concerns and concerns 
of  her neighbors are not being addressed.

Those concerns include traffic in and 
out of  the proposed convention center and 
the drainage caused by so much concrete.

The $120 million EpiCenter will be locat-

ed on 51.75 acres of  land on Bamore Drive 
south of  U.S. 59.

Travis Tanner, executive director of  
community development, assured he coun-
cil that the project will meet city require-
ments. 

“This project will be required to follow 
all of  the city’s processes and require-
ments for plan reviews and permitting ap-
provals,” he said. “(The developer) is going 
through the plat process with the city.”

Before a plat — the layout — of  the de-
velopment can be approved, it must have 
the OK of  the city’s planning commission 
and meet city regulations regarding de-
velopments, even if  it is being financed by 
county funds.

Studies: EpiCenter traffic, drainage 
shouldn’t impact area neighborhood

Biotics Research Corporation, a nutri-
tional supplement company, will invest $9 
million in a new corporate headquarters 
and distribution site in Rosenberg.  

Anticipated to be complete in 2022, this 
project will retain 160 jobs and add count-
less more jobs over the next several years, 
company officials said.

Biotics Research executives, along 
with city, county, state and other govern-
ment dignataries and civic leaders, held a 
ceremonial ground-breaking ceremony at 
the site on Monday.

The 87,569 square feet new facility will 
be built in the Rosenberg Business Park. 

Biotics Research, which has been in 
Rosenberg for over 25 years, will retain 
their existing manufacturing building 
on Biotics Research Drive, near Spacek 
Road.  

“The company’s significant growth 
in recent years and the opportunity to 
expand their business in the future ne-
cessitated the additional building,”  said 
Daryl DeLuca, vice president of  Biotics 
Research.

Biotics Research is one of  the city of  
Rosenberg’s largest employers and will be 
one of  the first to build in the city’s deed 
restricted Business Park.

“Biotics Research is a valued member 
of  the Rosenberg business community, 
and we are thrilled to work with them and 
congratulate them on their expansion 
and relocation to the 184-acre deed re-
stricted Rosenberg Business Park,” said 
Rosenberg Mayor Kevin Raines. 

“The Business Park was developed not 
only to attract new businesses to our city, 
but to retain and create opportunities for 
existing businesses such as Biotics Re-
search.”

A family-owned business, Biotics Re-

Biotics Research breaks ground on 
$9 million facility in Rosenberg
Research-Warehouse-office facility will employ 
160 workers, add 25 new jobs over five years

Company executives, city and county dignitaries and civic leaders 
gathered Tuesday for the ground-breaking ceremony of Biotics Re-
search Corp. The 87,569-square-foot- research-warehouse-distri-
bution facility will be located in the Rosenberg Business Park, lo-
cated off of FM 2218. From left are Russell Cadle (Amegy Bank), 
Sally Sue Harriss (Central Fort Bend Chamber), Kim Bernshausen 
(Prosperity Bank), Kyle Atchison (Frost Bank), Bill Sparks (Vice 
President of Biotics Research), Vincent Morales (Precinct 1 Com-

missioner), Michelle Turner (Fort Bend County Attorney’s Office), 
Denis DeLuca (President of Biotics Research), Paula Gibson (Dis-
trict Director for Senator Lois Kolkhorst), Daryl DeLuca (Vice Pres-
ident of Biotics Research), Dana DeLuca (Vice President of Biotics 
Research), Kevin Raines (Mayor of Rosenberg), Ted Lieb (Gillen 
Pest Control), Benjamin Deist (Edward Jones), Kristin Weiss (Cen-
tral Fort Bend Chamber), Adam Traweek (Amegy Bank), and Alex 
Chadwell (Field Rep for Congressman Troy Nehls).
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BY MARQUITA GRIFFIN
 mgriffin@fbherald.com

In mid-June, Faith Parle made one of  
her dreams come true.

The 13-year-old musician performed 
“Tears of  Gold” by Faouzia and nabbed 
the first-place win in the 2021 Sugar Land 
Jr. Superstar competition. 

Akin to American Idol, this compe-
tition is open to Fort Bend County resi-
dents, 9 to 13 years old. Auditions opened 
in May, and the finale was June 19.

“Ever since I was nine years old, I have 
wanted to win this competition,” Par-
le said. “This was my favorite because 
it was the last year I was eligible. I won 
first-runner up twice and second-runner 
up twice before.”

As with every time Parle recounts her 
performances, she reflects on any wis-
dom and experience gained.

“I learned that persistence pays off,” 
she said, explaining that during the com-
petition, her keyboard, which she was 
using for the first time during this par-
ticular contest, was not receiving audio.

“And I pushed through it,” she said.
In prior Sugar Land Jr. Superstar 

competitions, the young singer used 
tracks for her guitar. To her credit, Parle 
has training in acting, singing, and bal-

Greatwood singer Faith Parle 
returns to the Josie Music Awards

FREDDY HINOJOSA

Photo by Frederick Hinojosa |Faith Parle of Greatwood. In September the young singer 
will head to Tennessee to compete in the 7th Annual Josie Music Awards. SEE PARLE, PAGE  2A

Richmond residents will see a slight in-
crease in their water, and sewer bills in the 
near future.

City commissioners voted unanimously 
on Tuesday to raise the rates to help keep 
up with the cost of  maintenance of  the wa-
ter and sewer systems.

Water and sewer rates will increase by 
5%. The water surface rate will increase by 
11%. This rate is the result of  an unfunded 
mandate forced upon the city.

A Richmond resident who uses an aver-
age of  5,000 gallons of  water a month will 
see an increase of  $1.19 on their water bill. 
A residential customer who uses an aver-
age of  3,000 gallons of  wastewater a month 
will see an increase of  $1.26 for their waste-
water portion. 

The water bills also include a fee of  $2.69 
per thousand gallons used for groundwa-
ter reduction fee, a 0.27 cent increase to 
meet requirements set forth by the Fort 
Bend Subsidence District. Residential solid 
waste rates remain unchanged  at $21 per 
month for single family residential.

Due to an increase in COVID-19 cas-
es, Pecan Grove Elementary School will 
temporarily shift from face-to-face in-
struction to online learning for the rest 
of  the week. FB ISD announced Tuesday.

A little more than 3% of  students and 
staff  have tested positive at Pecan Grove 
Elementary School.

According to Pecan Grove Elementary 
School’s online COVID-19 dashboard, 26 
students and one teacher have tested pos-
itive. That makes up about 3.26% of  the 
school’s population.

Water, sewer 
rates increase

Pecan Grove 
Elementary 
moves to 
virtual-only 
education

Fort Bend County commission-
ers voted 3-2 on Tuesday to continue 
to require face coverings in county 
offices and buildings.

The order affects county employ-
ees, the public and vendors.

Precinct 1 Commissioner Vin-
cent Morales Jr. and Precinct 3 
Commissioner Andy Meyers voted 
against the measure.

“On Aug. 12, we filed a lawsuit 
and issued an order, which cleared 
the way for local officials to make 
the decision to implement what our 
local health authority has indicated 
is medically necessary at this time. 
I immediately issued an order man-
dating the use of  face coverings in 
County facilities and Fort Bend ISD 
is now the first school district in our 
community to do the same,” County 
Judge KP George said after Tues-
day’s meeting. 

“I am happy to know that one 
of  our Fort Bend school districts 
is being proactive and taking the 
right measures to make sure that 
our students, teachers, and staff  are 
safe. This is a challenging time for 

Order: Masks 
must be worn 
in county 
buildings

SEE COUNTY, PAGE  3A

The EpiCenter will be located between Bamore Road and SH 36 in south Rosenberg.SEE EPICENTER, PAGE  3A


