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NBA

Rockets trade Harden to 

Nets; see Sports

Congratulations to all of  you who can 

remember their childhood phone number 

but can’t remember the password they 

created yesterday.

District Judge Frank Fraley show-
ing no side effects two days after be-
ing vaccinated for coronavirus, tell-
ing friends on social media “Don’t be 
scared...” 

Ethan Sterling, a freshman business 
administration major from Richmond, 
was among approximately 900 Bob 
Jones University students named to the 
Fall 2020 Dean’s List...

Leonard N. Chan commenting on 
James Harden’s trade... 

Former Fort Bend Herald-Coaster 
photographer turned nature photogra-
pher Russell Autrey taking photos of  
Snowy Egret and a flock of  American 
Avocets wading in the shallows near 
Galveston...

Greatwood community leader Wil-

liam Ferguson getting good news from 
Whataburger...Ferguson, a Fort Bend 
County Sheriff’s deputy spends much of  
his free time helping the homeless and 
those in need... 

Lisa Pezant Rickert, wife of  Coun-
ty Treasurer Bill Rickert, posing for a 
photo with their daughter Katherine... 

Curry College is proud to announce 
that Rachel Damstra of  Richmond has 
been named to the Dean’s List for the fall 
2020 semester. Damstra is majoring in 
nursing...

Charles Kenneth Elmore, 85
Ernest Joe Macha, 75
Andrea Nicole Saucedo, 41 
Johnny Ray Martinez, 57
Felix M. Galvan Sr. 
Deborah Ann Christoffersen
Enrique Lopez, 46
Sirenity Evelyn Ann Ortega, 2
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My kind of people

It is for freedom that Christ has set 

us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 

yourselves be burdened again by a yoke 

of  slavery.

Galatians 5:1

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Obituaries

Today’s Scripture

MLK Jr. Day
City of  Richmond government of-

fices will be closed Monday, Jan. 18, in 
observance of  Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day as a recognized holiday for city 
employees. Essential personnel con-
tinue to serve citizens. Call 281-342-
5456 for more information.

Stew fundraiser
 St. Paul Lutheran Church Men in 

Mission will hold its Congo Mission 
Stew meal on Saturday, Jan. 16, in the 
church fellowship hall at 1208 Fifth 
St., Rosenberg from 4-7 p..m. Tickets 
are $10 each, includes tea and dessert 
and are available at the church office 
Monday-Friday between 8 a.m. and 
noon. There will also be a silent auc-
tion.

MLK Day closing 
 Services at all branches of  Fort 

Bend County Libraries will be un-
available Monday, Jan. 18, in obser-
vance of  the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
holiday. Books & More! Curbside Pick-
up service hours will resume on Tues-
day, Jan. 19, at all locations.
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State Rep. Phil Stephenson, R-Wharton, and others say the Pledge of Allegiance as the 87th 

session opens in Austin. Stephenson’s 85th House District includes part of Fort Bend County.

Opening Session of Texas 87th Legislature

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County has used 
its whole allotment of  the 
COVID-19 vaccine, and is wait-
ing for more doses to arrive 
from the state.

During Tuesday’s Commis-
sioner’s Court teleconference 
meeting, Fort Bend County 
Health and Human Services Di-
rector Dr. Jacquilyn Minter told 
commissioners that there is no 
set date when more vaccine will 
come to the county.

“We have staff  that are ready 
to vaccinate residents, but we 
don’t have any vaccine,” she 
said. “Daily, we are making a 
petition to the state for more 
vaccine, but it takes a while.”

Fort Bend County Health and 
Human Services announced on 
Sunday that it had exhausted 
the 1,000 doses of  the vaccine 
it received from the state last 
week. In that time, the county 
inoculated its medical frontline 
staff  and some preregistered 
residents in the Phase 1B cate-
gory.

County Judge KP George 
said that he spoke to state law-
makers in an effort to try to 
bring more of  the vaccine to 
Fort Bend County. “We are do-

ing the best we can to bring 
more vaccine to our residents,” 
he said.

Fort Bend County is one of  
several areas in the state that is 
waiting for more vaccine. Gov. 
Greg Abbott has established 
“vaccination hubs” all over the 
state, but the three closest ones 
to Fort Bend are in the Houston 
area. Harris County, the city of  
Houston and Houston Method-
ist Hospital each have set up a 
hub for mass inoculations.

But as for Fort Bend County, 
there is no word from state offi-
cials if  the county will get a sec-
ond shipment of  the vaccine.

“It’s frustrating for all of  us,” 
Minter said.

The county gave out it final 
doses over the weekend at the 
Fort Bend County Rosenberg 
Annex. According to an FBC 
HHS spokesperson, vaccines 
were given to frontline medical 
workers, first responders and 
school nurses.

There were social media 
posts that said that vaccines 
were being given to anyone who 
walked up to the Rosenberg An-
nex, but George said that was 
not true.

“If  that were true, there 
would be no reason to preregis-
ter everyone,” George said. 

Residents of  Fort Bend 
County and surrounding coun-
ties may have heard about the 
COVID-19 vaccine rollouts 
happening across the state and 
county. 

“OakBend Medical Center is 
being overwhelmed with calls 
about its ability to distribute 
the vaccine to our communi-
ty,” said CEO Joe Freudenberg-
er. “OakBend has yet to receive 
the COVID-19 vaccine for dis-
tribution to its patients and the 
general public.”

OakBend continues to vac-
cinate according to guidelines 
set forth by the Texas Depart-
ment of  State Health Services, 
which has determined that 
specific groups of  people are 
to receive the vaccine first, in-
cluding healthcare personnel, 
residents of  long-term care 

facilities, and other vulnera-
ble frontline workers, he ex-
plained.

“At this time, OakBend is 
not scheduling COVID-19 vac-
cines for the public until it has 
received and distributed all of  
the vaccines intended for the 
above mentioned groups,” he 
said. “Once an additional sup-
ply is received and the hospital 
is allowed to begin public vac-
cine distribution, it will work 
as quickly and efficiently as 
possible to make it available to 
our community and surround-
ing counties.”

This situation is changing 
quickly so residents should 
refer to OakBend’s website, 
https://www.oakbendmedcen-
ter.org/covid-19-vaccinations  
for information and updates 
regarding the vaccine.
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A 42-year-old Rosenberg man has been arrested 
and charged with the hit-and-run death of  a woman 
last week, authorities reported.

Kyron Arshawnton Mitch-
ell was charged with aggra-
vated assault involving fam-
ily violence, a first-degree 
felony punishable by up to 
life in prison and a $10,000 
fine.

Mitchell was also charged 
with aggravated assault with 
a deadly weapon, a second-de-
gree felony punishable by up 
to 20 years in prison and a 
$10,000 fine, the Richmond 
Police Department reported.

Investigators said the fatal 
attack occurred around 11 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 5, when 
a Rosenberg woman was run over and killed in the 
800 block of  Preston Street in Richmond following an 
accident where she was run off  the road. 

The victim, identified as Patti Ann Pollard, 40, 
had been involved in an altercation with the Mitch-
ell near the 140 block of  Collins Road in Richmond 
shortly before the assault occurred, police reported. 

“A short time later, the victim was driving in the 
800 block of  Preston Street when she was run off  the 
road by the suspect,” investigators said. “The vic-
tim then got out of  her car and began walking down 
Preston Street when the suspect returned and ran 
the victim over with a truck he had taken from 140 
Collins.” 

Pollard was pronounced dead at the scene.
Mitchell went to the Richmond Police Department 

and told officers he was involved in an accident, po-
lice said. 

Witness statements and other investigative infor-
mation ultimately led officers to arrest and charge 
Mitchell with aggravated assault with a deadly 
weapon and aggravated assault (involving) family 
violence, police reported.

Mitchell was transported to the Fort Bend County 
jail.

This case is still under investigation and more de-
tails regarding the incident will be forthcoming.

Rosenberg man charged 
with hit-and-run death

Kyon Arshawnton 
Mitchell
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When it comes to the construction on two 
Rosenberg lift stations, city staff  are going to have 
to go back to the drawing board before the projects 
are completed.

At the last regular Rosenberg City Council 
meeting, council members rejected the bids re-
ceived for the Community Development Block 
Grant — Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) funded 
project for the elevation of  electrical controls and 
equipment at two lift stations in the city.

The city was allocated $298,611 through the 
grant to elevate electrical controls and equipment 
at Lift Station No. 9 (2311 Ave. B) and Lift Station 
No. 10 (1911 Ave. A).

However, both bidders exceeded the grant 
amount by over $100,000.

“There’s only two bids, which is concerning,” 
Mayor Bill Benton voiced. “These pump stations 
are functional at the moment, and they both got 
flooded out (during Hurricane Harvey).”

Public Works Director said both lift stations 
were completely submerged in water, and only af-
ter the water receded following the hurricane did 
the city put the components of  the lift station back 

together.
“That’s good preventative maintenance,” Ben-

ton responded. “Reject or not reject. That is the 
question.”

Council member Isaac Davila said he was in 
favor of  rejecting the bids and starting anew. The 
rest of  council concurred.

“We’re going to try and get a better deal,” Ben-
ton promised.

The CDBG-DR Program requires a specific pro-
curement process, including engineering, archi-
tectural and surveying services.

Lift stations pump the wastewater through a 
pressurized pipe, known as a forcemain, which 
conveys the wastewater to the ultimate discharge 
point at a higher elevation.

Davila made a motion to reject the bids. The 
motion was seconded by council member Tim 
Anders and passed unanimously. Council mem-
ber Jacob Balderas was not present for Tuesday’s 
meeting.

Now that council has rejected the bids, city 
staff  will review options to reduce scope and rebid 
the project, or seek alternate sources of  funding 
prior to rebidding.

The next regular Rosenberg City Council meet-
ing will be held Jan. 19 via Zoom teleconference.

Council rejects lift station bids

Scout Troop 1002 in Pecan Grove is holding its 
annual mulch fundraiser. High-quality mulch 
will be sold in three colors. Please contact Con-
nor at 713-398-7698 to place orders. Deadline to 

order is Sunday, Feb. 28. Orders will be delivered 
beginning on Saturday, March 30. Please make 
checks payable to BSA Troop 1002. Paypal and 
Venmo also accepted.

The annual Leroy Miksch Senior 
Citizens fundraiser, benefiting Need-
ville senior citizens, will include the al-
ways-popular raffle.

First prize is two machine-sewn, 
hand-tacked quilts donated by the Dor-
cas Community Sewing Circle of  Peace 
Lutheran Church in Rosenberg, and sec-
ond prize is a pair of  Adirondack chairs.

Other prizes include: a $200 gift card; 
three $100 gift cards, individually award-
ed; $100 value Taste of  Needville, with 
$25 each to Bayou Boys Po-Boys, Los 
Charros Mexican restaurant, Star Asian 
Café, and The Jay Café; and a fleece blan-
ket.

Raffle tickets may be purchased at 
the pavilion the day of  the event and are 
available now at Prosperity Bank, New-

First National Bank, Kinfolks Antiques 
and Western Power.

Cost is $2 each or six for $10.
The live auction will not be held be-

cause of  the COVID-19 pandemic and 
this year’s benefit will be drive-through 
only.

The fried chicken meals will be served 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 24, at 
Columbus Hall on SH 36 south in Need-
ville.

The home-cooked meal features fried 
chicken, buttered potatoes, green beans, 
a roll, dessert, and iced tea. Cost is $12 
a plate, and no presale tickets are avail-
able.

A bake sale will take place under the 
front pavilion, with tables arranged to 
enable social distancing.

2 quilts to be raffled off

Heading to state cheer contest
HERALD PHOTO BY RHONDA TAORMINA

The Travis High School varsity cheerleaders are competing in UIL spirit competition this week in Dallas. 

They are joined by cheerleading teams from George Ranch, Foster, Terry and Fulshear.

County waiting 
for more vaccine

OakBend is not giving 
vaccine to public yet

Pecan Grove scouts holding mulch fundraiser

WASHINGTON (AP) — Fort Bend County Congressman 
Troy Nehls, R-Pearland, voted against impeaching Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Wednesday.

Trump was impeached by the U.S. House for a historic 
second time Wednesday, charged with “incitement of  in-
surrection” over the deadly mob siege of  the Capitol in a 
swift and stunning collapse of  his final days in office.

With the Capitol secured by armed National Guard 
troops inside and out, the House voted 232-197 to impeach 
Trump. The proceedings moved at lightning speed, with 
lawmakers voting just one week after violent pro-Trump 
loyalists stormed the U.S. Capitol, urged on by the presi-
dent’s calls for them to “fight like hell” against the election 
results.

Ten Republicans fled Trump, joining Democrats who 
said he needed to be held accountable and warned omi-
nously of  a “clear and present danger” if  Congress should 
leave him unchecked before Democrat Joe Biden’s inaugu-
ration Jan. 20.

“This impeachment is rushed, preempts any semblance 
of  a proper inquiry into what occurred on January 6th, and 
throws fuel on the fire of  division at a time our country so 
desperately needs unity and healing,” Nehls tweeted. “The 
American people want us focused on COVID-19 relief  & the 
economy, not impeachment.”

Nehls votes against  
Trump impeachment


