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Infrastructure was a major theme of  

Richmond Mayor Evalyn Moore’s State of  

the City address, Tuesday at Briscoe Man-

or.

She discussed the city’s ongoing side-

walk repair efforts. Moore explained that 

the Richmond now prioritizes sidewalk 

repair on a scale of  one to three, with one 

being the highest priority.

“Instead of  waiting for our sidewalks to 

fall into disrepair, we have allocated a bud-

get for a system to proactively review and 

schedule maintenance needs,” Moore said. 

“And by the end of  the year we will have 

all of  our priority one sidewalks repaired.”

During her remarks, Moore referenced 

the city’s Utility Master Plan. The plan es-

timates that demand for Richmond’s sew-

er services will increase 300% in the next 

decade.

Moore outlined a possible 10-year time-

table for an expansion of  the city’s water 

and sewer services. Some members of  the 

audience were pleased with the city’s long-

term infrastructure strategy.

“I loved that we’re looking forwards and 

have a plan in place to address the growth 

our community is going to see,” said Jen-

nifer Pinti, aquatics director at the T.W. Da-

vis Family YMCA. “It doesn’t matter how 

many people come to a city if  you can’t get 

rid of  the poop.”

Moore also addressed her administra-

tion’s efforts to “ensure quality and sus-
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“It is alright to have butterflies in your 

stomach. Just get them to fly in forma-

tion.” — Dr. Rob Gilbert

Mallory Massey of  Guy proud to 

graduate from Eastern New Mexico 

University ...

Maria Gleason starts shopping for 

first college apartment... 

Aileen McComiskey starts new 

job...

Audrey Lane letting go of  control, 

learning to put acceptance in its place...

Christina Nguyen twists ankle on 

Sunday...

 Thomas Balcerowicz, 61
Leslie Long McCartney, 57
Dr. Don K. Hamblen, 86
Arvid Johanson Jr., 83

“Adventure is not outside man; it is 

within.” 

— George Eliot, English novelist 

(1819-1880)
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Butterflies

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.

Psalm 100:1
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Feast of Corpus Christi
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 507 

Fourth St., Richmond, will conduct its 

annual Feast of  Corpus Christi on Satur-

day, June 22. Mass is scheduled for 5 p.m. 

and the Eucharistic procession will begin 

at 6:15 p.m. Refreshments will be served 

after procession. The public is invited to 

attend.

Flags display
Anyone who would like to have a flag 

displayed on Independence Day, Labor 

Day, Veteran’s Day, President’s Day, Me-

morial Day and Flag Day around Peace 

Lutheran Church is encouraged to con-

tact the church at 281-342-8800 or drop by 

the church at 1026 Radio Lane in Rosen-

berg. Flags may be displayed to honor 

those presently in the military, in honor 

or in memory of  those who have served 

our country.

Beasley VFD fundraiser
The Beasley Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment will hold its annual barbecue and 

auction fundraiser on Sunday, July 21, be-

ginning at 11 a.m. at St. Wenceslaus Cath-

olic Church. Proceeds will go towards 

replacing obsolete equipment. Everyone 

is invited to attend. Anyone wishing to do-

nate auction items and pastry items can 

bring them to the fire station on Saturday, 

July 20, or Sunday, July 21. For more in-

formation, call George Beran 281-725-8767.

Arts and crafts
The 16th annual Wallis American 

Legion Craft Show will be held Satur-

day, July 13, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 

Sunday, July 14,  from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

at the American Legion Hall Post 

200, 330 Legion Road in Wallis. Over 

30 vendors offering a wide variety of  

handmade crafts and canned goods. 

The Black Cowboy Museum will 

host its first-ever Callies Classic His-

toric Trail Ride & Church Barbecue 

Cookoff  fundraiser on June 22, from 

7 a.m. to 10 p.m. at Fort Bend Coun-

ty Fairgrounds, 4310 South SH 36 in 

Rosenberg.

The trail ride begins at 7 a.m. at 

2012 FM 360 in Rosenberg. Cost is $10 

per horse. For information on the trail 

ride, contact Larry Callies at 281-787-

3308.

The church barbecue cookoff  be-

gins at 11 a.m. at the fairgrounds. 

For more information on the 

cookoff, contact Pastor Buford at 281-

387-7875. 

Admission to the cookoff  is free and 

the food is free. Activities also include 

a free concert by Larry Callies & The 

Bronco Band, and includes gospel 

groups and soloists.

Proceeds from the fundraiser will 

benefit The Black Cowboy Museum in 

Rosenberg. 

The museum’s mission is to edu-

cate, inform and inspire as well as pro-

vide people young and old with a sense 

of  purpose, drive and connectedness 

by augmenting their education and 

knowledge about African Americans 

throughout history.

Heavens’ Snakes
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A centennial celebration
LaVar Buckner of  Rosenberg celebrat-

ed her 100th birthday on Tuesday sur-

rounded by family and friends.

The women’s group at First Baptist 

Church in Rosenberg threw her a birth-

day bash complete with cake, balloons 

and a sumptuous meal.

LaVar was born June 5, 1919, when 

Woodrow Wilson was president, a new 

Ford Model T cost $350 and the prohibi-

tion on the sale of  alcohol went into effect.

LaVar and late husband Marvin Buck-

ner were married for 47 years and raised 

two kids. They had six grandchildren and 

“too many great-grandkids and great-

great grandkids to count.”

“But I love them all,” she said.

Born in Greeley, Colo., LaVar lived in 

Dallas, Beaumont and Silsbee, Texas for 

60 years. After Marvin died in 1996, she 

moved to Rosenberg in 2012 to be closer to 

her daughter and son-in-law.

LaVar worked in a dress shop, served 

as a podiatrist’s assistant for many years 

and as paraprofessional in a kindergar-

ten classroom for Silsbee ISD. 

Her husband, “a hard-headed and stub-

born man who loved his family and loved 

the Lord,” worked for Santa Fe Railroad 

and farmed. 

LaVar taught Sunday School for 60 

years.

The secret to her long life: “I accepted 

Jesus as my savior when I was a child and 

he has walked with me every day since 

then,” she said. 

Alice Milat places a tiara on the head of her mother LaVar Buckner, who celebrated her 

100th birthday on Tuesday at First Baptist Church in Rosenberg.
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The 2019 Fort Bend County Fair will 

run from Sept. 27 to Oct. 6 and officials are 

now accepting entries for the Fair Queen 

Scholarship Contest.

The competition will be limited to 20 

contestants and the registration deadline 

is Friday.

Registration forms that are mailed 

must be postmarked by June 14, to the 

fair office, P.O. Box 428, Rosenberg, Texas 

77471.

A mandatory orientation meeting will 

be held on Sunday, June 23, at 2 p.m. in 

Building W at the fairgrounds.

In 2017, a pre-determined scoring for-

mat debuted that included an essay and 

networking event. Now there is the reg-

istration deadline and limitation of  the 

number of  entries.

The contest is open to females between 

the ages of  15 and 19 who are residents of  

Fort Bend County.

“Being fair queen is a tradition at the 

Fort Bend County Fair,” said Marjie Pol-

lard, 2019 Fort Bend County Fair presi-

dent.

“While we have one winner, all these 

young ladies who take the opportunity to 

run for queen will endure an experience 

and acquire a set of  skills that they will 

be able to take with them into their col-

lege years and beyond into their careers.

“Our fair queen scholarship commit-

Fort Bend County Fair queen 
contest registration ends Friday

Jayde Reioux of Crocodile Encounters showed a 6-year-old boa constrictor to children 

and adults at the George Memorial Library on Tuesday. In addition to the snake, Reioux 

brought tortoises, an alligator and a crocodile. She also reminded the crowd not to feed 

wild reptiles or amphibians. “An alligator may be nice to you when you give it food, but 

the next human that comes along may not give it any food and the alligator could bite 

someone,” Reioux said. 

Trailride and church barbecue 
cookoff fundraiser is June 22

Brides-to-be and parents of  future brides 

are invited to stop by George Ranch Histori-

cal Park this Saturday for the annual Bridal 

Open House.

Visitors will sip on mimosas and sample 

food options as they wander through the 

historic venues, mingle with wedding ven-

dors and find Ranch-infused inspiration for 

their upcoming wedding day.  Venue tours 

include the 1913 Guy Lodge Hall, turn-of-

the-century Beasley Post Office, South Yard, 

Gazebo and turn-of-the-century chapel. 

The event is free and open to the general 

public. 

The first 25 brides attending will receive 

a free swag bag.

The park is located at 10215 FM 762 Road 

in Richmond.

George Ranch Historical Park to host free bridal showcase
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Barbara Ruzet, left, helps Tiffany Bouqez, right, with a face fitting for respiratory pro-

tection equipment during OakBend Medical Center’s annual nurses’ skills review on 

Wednesday.

Nurses practice skills

SEE QUEENS, PAGE  6A

SEE RICHMOND, PAGE  6A
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Tyler Jackson, left, talks with Capt. Matt Carter of the Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Office 

at OakBend Medical Center’s “Coffee with a Cop,” on Wednesday, June 12. Coffee with 

a Cop allowed deputies and commanders from the FBCSO to interact with members of 

the public. The sheriff’s office participates in the events throughout the year.

Coffee with a Cop

STATE OF RICHMOND

City makes sidewalk 
maintenance a priority

Central Fort Bend Chamber of Commerce 

CEO Kristen Weiss and Richmond Mayor 

Evalyn Moore smile at the State of the 

City address on Tuesday.
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