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Terry’s Aguilar repeats as 

MVP; see Sports

“Happiness is like jam; it’s almost im-

possible to spread it around without get-

ting some on yourself.” 

Kimani Anderson of  Richmond ex-
cited to be named to the Dean’s List at 
Maine Maritime Academy last semes-
ter...Kimani is studying international 
business and logistics...

Paul and Chelsea Wallace welcome 
new baby son Oliver John Wallace on 
Thursday in Austin...

Happy 55th wedding anniversary 
to Lupe and Cristiana Perez from 
children Rachel, Tony, Sally, Polly, 

Pete and Mark and their family and 
grandchildren Liana, Cristian, Yo-

vana, Aundrea, Ana Lucia, Fabian, 

Natalia, Gabriel, Joshua, Joseph, 
and the newest addition to the family, 
great-grandbaby Elena Sofia Marti-

nez...
Maria Gleason heads home from 

her college apartment to pick up more 
clothes, free food from parents before re-
treating back to College Station…

Lindsay Austin enjoys soup and a 
sandwich at a local restaurant in Rosen-
berg on Friday….

Terry Keeling, 82
Edna F. Korenek Shimek, 86
Herbert Bennie Harris, 65
Amelia T. Montalbo 95
Susette Elaine Bialas, 70
Ana Maria Salais 53
Vicente Antonio Olvera, 36
Sylvester “Syl” H. Svec, 87
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Happiness

The Lord said, “My grace is sufficient 

for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness.”

2 Corinthians 12:9
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BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

The Rosenberg police department 
solved more crimes last month than they 
did this time last year.

At the Rosenberg City Council work-
shop meeting Tuesday, Police Chief  Jona-
than White presented his monthly police 
report, in which he noted that the PD has 
solved 644 cases since Jan. 1.

The police department had a 52% crime 
solvability rate, compared to 24% nation-
wide. This time last year, the solvability 
rate was 42%.

Council member and former Rosen-
berg police officer Kevin Raines compli-
mented White on the department’s solv-
ability rate.

White said that Group A crimes are 
down 5% in comparison to June of  last 

year.
Group A crimes include robbery, 

shoplifting, homicide/manslaughter, 
sex crimes, aggravated assault, burglary, 
criminal mischief  and animal cruelty.

In June, the police department re-
ceived 9,792 calls, according to White. In 
June 2019, the communications division 
received 9,929 calls, equating to a 1.4% de-
crease this year over last.

There were 87 documented crashes in 
June, the highest number of  crashes re-
ported in a single month in 2020.

“Officers are out there and wearing 
masks,” White assured council. He noted 
that the crashes are significant in a specif-
ic location.

“Chief, on those crashes, if  there’s any-
thing you feel the city could do in terms 
of  traffic control, feel free to convey that to 
(Public Works Director) Rigo (Caozoncin) 

and (City Manager) John Maresh.
White said he would keep that in mind.
Through the pandemic, the department 

also delivered Meals on Wheels, attended 
community parade events, joined Friends 
of  North Rosenberg for a food distribution 
event, assisted patrol with calls for service 
and conducted property/business checks.

The next regular Rosenberg City Coun-
cil meeting will be held via Zoom telecon-
ference on Aug. 4.

Citizens will not be allowed to attend 
council meetings, but can still ask ques-
tions via letters, telephone or email.

Email comments to dswint@rosen-
bergtx.gov.

Meetings can be watched live on the 
city’s YouTube Channel “RosenbergTX-
Gov,” on the city’s website at www.rosen-
bergtx.gov/tv, and on Comcast Channel 16 
for residents within the city limits.

Rosenberg crime rate drops, chief reports
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A rainbow shines over a lake in Greatwood Shores after a heavy storm this week. Thurs-

day, temperatures will reach the mid 90s.

Rainbow after a storm

BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY
swilley@fbherald.com

For the first time since March, young people are 
catching coronavirus more than their elders in Fort 
Bend County, health authorities reported Friday.

Of  the 7,082 positive cases reported since March 
5, young people between 18-29 account for 19% of  the 
cases while residents 40-49 account for 18% and resi-
dents age 30-39 and 50-59 account for 17%,  according 
to the Fort Bend County Health and Human Services 
Department, which is tracking the virus’ impact on the 
county.

Health authorities speculated earlier this month 
that the rise in positive cases is likely due to people 
relaxing their safeguards and attending public events 
without wearing masks or practicing social distancing.

The Health and Human Services Department re-
ported on Thursday on its Community Impact Dash-

board that two more residents have perished from the 
novel coronavirus.

The deaths, a woman in her 70s and a man in his 60s, 
both with underlying health conditions, bring the total 
number of  deaths from COVID-19 to 100 in Fort Bend 
County.

The county reported two more deaths on Friday but 
did not release the age of  the victims.

Forty-four residents have died since July 1 — 12 in 
the past seven days, according to county health author-
ities. It should be noted that the deaths may not have 
occurred on the day they were reported.

The county has yet to release data for the past two 
days, which will certainly increase the number of  new 
positive cases and perhaps the death toll.

Dr. Jacqueline Minter, director of  the Fort Bend 
County Health Authority, said death reports are sent 

More youth catching COVID-19 
than elderly, county report reveals
But those who perish are 30-70 and older
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Lupe and Cristina Perez celebrated 55 years of marriage this weekend. The Rosenberg residents were surprised with a lawn sign 

provided by their six children on Friday morning. “We’re lucky to be alive and have this time together,” Cristina said.

55 years and counting

SOURCE: FORT BEND COUNTY
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BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

2021 is right around the corner.
Well, Rosenberg’s 2021 fiscal year is 

anyway, launching Oct. 1.
At the Rosenberg City Council work-

shop meeting Tuesday, council members 
reviewed changes to the upcoming bud-
get.

“These items were ranked by city 
staff  and council made a few adjust-
ments from those rankings,” Assistant 
City Manager Joyce Vasut explained to 
council. “We budgeted from there.”

Of  the 22 items presented to council 
last month, city staff  narrowed the list 
down to nine items that could be funded 
with the proposed budget and tax rate.

With a proposed 40-cent tax rate, listed 
are the following supplemental budget 
requests and their annual and/or recur-
ring costs:

1. Patrol vehicle equipment replace-
ment, police department: $375,000 with a 
$25,000 recurring cost

2. Patrol vehicle computer upgrade, 
police: $136,800

3. Higher ground replacement, police: 
$81,000 with a $25,000 recurring cost

4. Facility camera replacement, po-
lice: $45,000

5. Unmarked criminal investigations 
department vehicle for new position, po-
lice: $35,000

6. Tractor, parks and recreation de-
partment: $31,650 with a $500 recurring 
cost

Listed are the following personnel 
budget requests and their annual and/or 
recurring costs:

1. Detective officer, police: $10,739 with 
a $75,829 recurring cost

2. Police officer No. 1, police: $11,459 
with a $75,226 recurring cost

3. Police officer No. 2, police: $11,459 
with a $75,226 recurring cost

Other personnel changes include 
moving an administrative technician 
from the Rosenberg Civic Center to mu-
nicipal courts due to a reduction in civic 
center revenues and additional work in 
municipal courts.

Vasut also noted that the city did not 
budget for the main street manager po-
sition due to the reduction in the hotel 
occupancy tax.

The proposed budget will be submit-
ted for council approval at the next reg-
ular meeting.

City council 
prioritizes 
budget items

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County commissioners vot-
ed to approve an anti-hate resolution, but 
like almost everything else dealing with 
COVID-19, the vote was split across party 
lines.

The resolution was approved with a 3-2 
vote, with the two Republican commis-
sioners voting against it because they feel 
the non-binding document puts a chilling 
effect on free speech.

“This resolution goes well beyond state 
and federal law,” Precinct 3 Commission-
er Andy Meyers said. “It is an attack on 
the freedom of  speech.”

County Judge KP George created the 
resolution after he published several 
Facebook comments that used racial 
tropes of  his Indian heritage to criticize 
his response to the coronavirus.

The resolution also dealt with hate 
against Asian communities, which have 
been on the rise across the country since 
March.

“Unfortunately not only are our com-
munities fighting back against the highly 
contagious and invisible COVID-19 vi-
rus, but we are pushing back against an 
increase of  hate, xenophobia, and scare 
tactics against certain members of  our 

community,” George said in a prepared 
statement that was sent out while the 
commissioners’ court meeting was still 
in progress.

“These acts have to stop, they are de-
structive to our community and are not 
welcomed in Fort Bend County.”

But the controversial part of  the reso-
lution states that, “Fort Bend County will 
continue its efforts to protect residents 
and targets and victims of  hate, and to 
investigate, prosecute and curb hate acts 
related to COVID-19 in partnership with 
nonprofit organizations, the Fort Bend 
County District Attorney’s Office, the 
Fort Bend County Sherriff’s Department 
and all other law enforcement partners.”

Meyers and Precinct 1 Commission-
er Vincent Morales felt that phrase was 
against the First Amendment of  the U.S. 
Constitution because it considers hate 
speech to be free speech, while the resolu-
tion looks to prosecute hate speech.

Both Morales and Meyers stated sever-
al times that they are against racism and 
would support a resolution against rac-
ism that didn’t attack free speech.

“I can support a resolution against 
hate, but not something that creates di-
vision,” Morales said. “I can see us com-

Commissioners narrowly 
pass anti-hate resolution
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New testing site
The state of  Texas announced on 

Monday it is opening a new COVID-19 
test site at the Fort Bend County Fair-
grounds, 4310 SH 36 in Rosenberg.  
The site is open Monday-Sunday 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m.  To schedule a test, call 
844-778-2455, email covid19help@ho-
numg.com or online at www.honumg.
com/fortbend.

Parent survey
To better understand how Fort 

Bend County can support its resi-
dents with school-age children as they 
prepare for the upcoming semester, 
Fort Bend County Judge KP George is 
gathering community input through 
a parent survey. The quick survey con-
sists of  questions measuring parents’ 
feelings about their children’s return 
to school, and about their access to 
child care and the internet.  Find the 
surveys online at (English survey) – 
https://arcg.is/1ifO1n0 and (Span-
ish Survey) - https://arcg.is/zfKyP

“Forgiveness is the key to action and 

freedom.”

Johanna “Hannah” Cohn Arendt, 

German-American philosopher and 

political theorist (1906-1975)

Blood drive set for Aug. 16
Gulf  Coast Regional Blood Drive will 

be held on Sunday, Aug. 16 from 11 a.m. 
to  2:30 p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
1208 Fifth St. in Rosenberg.  By appoint-
ment only; no walk-ins. Call the church 
office at 281-341-7500 or go online to give-
blood.org to schedule an appointment.


