
A 50-year-old Rosenberg man who 
was impressed with how fast police were 
able to catch him after he robbed a credit 
union in March has been sentenced to 10 
years in prison.

J. Christian Becerra, judge of  the 
434th District Court, found Patrick O’Neil 
Howard guilty of  second-degree robbery 
during a bench 
hearing in Septem-
ber.

According to 
Assistant District 
Attorney Lesleigh 
Morton, Howard 
entered the Bra-
zos Valley Schools 
Credit Union in 
Rosenberg the 
afternoon of  
March 25 wearing 
a Covid-19 mask, 
beanie, and hoodie.

He approached 
a bank teller and slid a note across the 
counter that read, “Got a bomb. Give me 
money,” Morton said.

“Fearing for her life and not knowing 
whether Howard had a bomb or another 
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Overheard at the bowling alley: “You 

know how they throw the ball into the 

crowd at the end of  the game. That’s not 

allowed in bowling. I know that now.

Brad and Stacey Gardner Schodek 

going to Chicago to see daughter Lind-

sey graduate from Navy bootcamp...
Sheila Marie of  Rosenberg thanking 
friends on Facebook for all the birthday 
wishes they sent her way...  Jon Welch’s 

coworkers dressing up as him for Hal-
loween, complete with drawn in beard 
(and ever-present smile)...

Isaias H. Reyna, 85
Olivia Villarreal, 84
Tommie Nell Thomas, 84
Donnie W. Prihoda, 62
Betty Weems, 75

— SRW

Oh, now you tell me!

Each of  you should use whatever gift 

you have received to serve others.

1 Peter 4:10
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Have a Safe & Happy 
Halloween!
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Halloween in downtown
Discover Downtown Rosenberg 

is hosting a trick or treat event in 
Historic Downtown Rosenberg from 
2-4 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 31. More infor-
mation is available online at Event 
page: https://bit.ly/30tyyn8.

Knights of Columbus
The Wallis Knights of  Columbus 

Club will host a turkey and dressing 
dinner fundraiser on Sunday, Oct. 
31, at the club hall. A to-go order of  
turkey, dressing, yams, green beans 
and cranberry sauce is $10. Serving 
time is 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. No pre-
sale. Order at the drive-thru line.

Church harvest festival
Joy Lutheran Church will host 

its annual Harvest Festival from 3-7 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 30. Activities in-
clude bounce house/slide, cup cake 
walk, music, costumes, trick or treat. 
The Praise Band will perform. Ham-
burgers, hot dogs, popcorn to cotton 
candy. A street dance is planned. The 
public is invited! The church is lo-
cated at 717 FM 359, Richmond. For 
more information, call  281-762-3310 
or email the church office at  office@
joyrichmond.org.

Library book sale
The Friends of  the George Me-

morial Library will host a Fall Book 
Sale on Saturday, Nov. 6, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., at the front entrance of  the 
library, located at 1001 Golfview in 

Good Afternoon!

Wertheimer Middle School, Briscoe 
Junior High School and Foster High 
School invites the public to a Veterans 
Day musical celebratio in honro of  vet-
erans on Sunday, Nov. 7 at 7 p.m. in the 
Foster High School auditorium. 

The event will feature the Foster High 
School orchestra and secondary choirs 
of  the Gold Track.

Police: Bicycle bank robber 
nabbed buying getaway car
BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY
swilley@fbherald.com

A man who rode a bicycle to a Rosen-
berg bank on Wednesday and robbed it 
was captured minutes later attempting to 
buy a used car to get out of  town, author-
ities reported.

Dustin Edwards, 57, who was living in a 
halfway house in Rosenberg, was charged 
with robbery, a second-degree felony pun-
ishable by up to 20 years in prison.

Edwards showed up at Amegy Bank in 
the 3400 block of  Ave. I around 2:27 p.m. 
and handed the teller a note demanding 
money, according to police.

The teller complied and Edwards left 

on a bicycle, Rosen-
berg Police Chief  
Jonathan White re-
ported.

“The teller was 
able to give us a good 
description of  the 
suspect and our of-
ficers found a man 
matching the de-
scription minutes 
later at a used car 
lot,” White said. “He 
was attempting to 

use the money to buy a vehicle to get out 
of  town.”

The car lot is located three blocks from 

the bank.
Edwards told officers he was tired of  

living in the halfway house and needed 
a vehicle to get out of  town, White ex-
plained.

White did not know why Edwards was 
in a halfway house but surmised Edwards  
had a previous felony conviction or two. 

White did not disclose how much mon-
ey Edwards left the bank with.

  “Within minutes of  being notified of  
the robbery, the Rosenberg Police Depart-
ment dispatchers, patrol officers and de-
tectives worked in perfect unison to bring 
resolve to this incident,” White said. “I 
am humbled to be a part of  such a great 
group of  public safety professionals.”

Dustin
Edwards

Robber 
impressed 
with police 
response
sentenced

SEE ROBBER, PAGE  3A

Patrick 
Howard

A brief  history of  railroad and 
auto river bridges in Fort Bend 
County will be presented in video 
and commentary at the Tuesday, 
Nov. 16 meeting of  the Fort Bend 
County Historical Commission. 

Presenter will be Daniel Sample, 
manager of   the George Memorial 
Library genealogy and local history 
department. 

Site is Patton Hall in the Gus 
George Academy, 1521 Eugene Hei-
mann Circle in Richmond. The 
meeting, which is free and open to 
the public, begins at 3 p.m.

History of Brazos River 
bridges to be discussed

Brandon Baca, CEO of Attack Poverty, and Jennifer Cooper, director of Friends of North Rosenberg, welcome guests to the grand opening 

of their new shared resource center, located at 1908 Ave. E. Baca said the center is a place where people in need can find answers.

Friends of North Rosenberg’s new neighborhood 
resource center to offer ‘brighter future, greater impact’

When Rosenberg Mayor Kevin Raines 
was serving as a patrol officer for the po-
lice department two decades ago, he re-
members a tree just north of  the railroad 
tracks on Third Street where out-of-work 
men would gather each day in hopes that 
someone would hire them for a day job.

The “tree of  hope” is gone, but across 
the street from where it once stood is 
another symbol of  hope: the Friends of  
North Rosenberg’s new neighborhood 
resource center.

“It was very saddening to see a bunch 
of  men standing around  waiting on a job 
to come to them,” Raines told the gather-
ing of  dignitaries, community and civic 
leaders and community members who 
attended a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 
the new center on Thursday.

“What we’re doing here with the 
Friends of  North Rosenberg and Attack 
Poverty is hopefully taking a bite out of  
that problem and moving forward.”

Cathy Hunter, a volunteer with Friends of North Rosenberg’s after-school program, You 

Can Academy, interacts with Zelia Hernandez, 6, on Thursday during the grand opening of 

a Friends of North Rosenberg’s new neighborhood resource center, located on Avenue E.

 A place to find answers

SEE RESOURCE CENTER, PAGE  8A

Veterans Day 
ceremony 
set for Nov. 7


