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LCISD football tickets on 

sale; see Sports

Remember, if  you lose a sock in a dry-

er, it comes back as a Tupperware lid that 

doesn’t fit any of  your containers.

Rachana Kalyanam of  Richmond 

graduated from Texas A&M University 

Corpus Christi with an MBA …

Tony Ruggeroli excited to be award-

ed the “Top Hand” award by the Fort 

bend County Rodeo Association...It 

came with the Coby Salatura Memori-

al belt buckle.... Avery Shimaitis ready 

for start of  new volleyball season...

Linsey McClain Lopez congratulating 

the George Ranch High School Belles on 

surviving boot camp..

Sydney J. Anders, 89

“Education is a private matter be-

tween the person and the world of  knowl-

edge and experience, and has little to do 

with school or college.” 

— Lillian Smith, American writer

-social critic (1897-1966).

— BH
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Please note

Paul wrote, “As a prisoner for the 

Lord, ... I urge you to live a life worthy of  

the calling you have received.”

Ephesians 4:1
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Resource tour
 Fort Bend County Judge KP George an-

nounces the first of  a series of  community 

resource tours in response to overwhelm-

ing positive feedback of  his earlier county-

wide listening tours in every precinct of  

the County. The first “County Judge on 

Your Corner” Resource Tour will take 

place on Tuesday, Aug. 13, from 6-8:30 p.m. 

at Our Lady of  Guadalupe Church, 514 Car-

lisle St., in Rosenberg. The Resource Tour 

is free and open to the public.

Lutheran Women
The Women of  St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, located at 1208 Fifth St., in Rosen-

berg will host their annual banquet featur-

ing a faith testimony and pottery demon-

stration by Rachel Norris of  Joy Pottery 

on Saturday, Aug. 10, at 10 a.m. A salad lun-

cheon will be served and a silent auction.

HERALD PHOTO BY ALEX WUKMAN

Hannah Hunt, left, was crowned the 2019 Fort Bend County Youth Rodeo Association queen at the Fort Bend County Fairgrounds. 

Ryleigh Hastedt, right, the 2018 FBCYRA queen passed the sash and tiara to Hunt while Tristen Drury, the 2018 FBCYRA princess, 

assisted. In 2018, Hunt was crowned Fort Bend County Fair queen.

Rodeo queen crowned

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

Rosenberg City Council members will 

hold a special meeting Saturday to review 

and discuss the effective tax rate, the roll-

back tax rate and the proposed tax rate for 

fiscal year 2020.

The meeting is scheduled to begin at 

noon at City Hall, located at 2110 Fourth 

St.

The proposed budget was prepared uti-

lizing a 41.5 cents per $100 valuation tax 

rate applied to the certified taxable prop-

erty values.

Mayor Bill Benton and council mem-

bers Richard Olson and Jacob Balderas 

in July suggested lowering the tax rate to 

41.5 cents.

Council member Steven DeGregorio 

asked for a 1 cent tax cut and council 

members Kevin Raines and Isaac Davila 

were against a tax cut. Council member 

Lisa Wallingford was not present at the 

last workshop meeting when the pro-

posed tax rate was discussed.

The current tax rate is 43 cents.

According to city staff, this tax rate is 

made up of  two components: the debt ser-

vice rate and the maintenance and opera-

tions rate.

The debt service rate is allocated at 

16.43 cents and the M&O rate is allocated 

at 25.07 cents.

Since the city’s current tax rate is 43 

cents per $100 valuation, the proposed tax 

rate represents a 1.5 cent decrease to the 

current tax rate.

Based on the effective tax rate calcula-

tion, the 2020 effective tax rate is 41.1 cents 

per $100 valuation and the roll-back rate is 

45.79 cents per $100 valuation.

Therefore, a proposed tax rate greater 

than 45.7 cents could be subject to a roll-

back election.

The proposed 41.5 cent tax rate is not 

considered a tax increase and does not re-

quire public hearings on the tax rate, city 

staff  noted.

In other business, council must set a 

public hearing date related to the pro-

posed FY2019-2020 budget.

City staff  recommends holding the 

hearing on Tuesday, Aug. 20 at 6:30 p.m. 

And on Sept. 3, council is slated to adopt 

the 2020 budget and tax rate.

Council members will also hold a work-

shop meeting at 9 a.m. Saturday, where 

they will make recommendations con-

cerning the proposed budget.

2020 budget, tax rate on council agenda

The Fort Bend County Retired Educa-

tors Association is holding its annual Not 

Going Back to School Breakfast on Wednes-

day, Aug. 14, at 9:30 a.m. at St. John’s United 

Church of  Christ in Rosenberg. 

Make a reservation now to take advan-

tage of  this great opportunity for fun, food, 

and fellowship with former colleagues and 

friends. 

Email Paula at txroedoe@gmail.com by 

Monday, Aug. 12, and then pay $15 at the 

door.  New prospective members will be 

guests of  the organization. Please plan to 

come out to enjoy the morning, to support 

the FBCREA’s scholarship raffle, and to 

hear the state of  the Lamar and Needville 

School Districts from their superinten-

dents.

A stockbroker who saved Jewish chil-

dren from the Nazis at the outbreak of  

WWII will be the topic of  discussion at 

the quarterly meeting of  the Czech Her-

itage Society of  Fort Bend County on 

Saturday.

The meeting begins at 10 a.m. and 

Susan Glaser’s thrilling recount of  the 

Nicholas Winton story will begin shortly 

afterward.

The public is invited to hear the pre-

sentation.

Admission is free and takes place at 

the Gus George Law Enforcement Acad-

emy in Richmond.

Winton was a young British stockbro-

ker who went to Prague at the end of  De-

cember, 1938 and found that, though sev-

eral organizations were working to help 

various refugees from the Nazi invasion 

of  the Sudetenland leave Czecholslova-

kia, no one was specifically working to 

help get the children out.

From March through August of  1939, 

Winton helped get 669 mostly Jewish chil-

dren out of  harms way and into foster 

Speaker to recount story of man who 
saved Jewish children during WWII

Susan Glaser stands next to a statue of Sir Nicholas Winton at the main train station 

in Prague in recognition of his efforts to save over 600 Jewish children from the Nazis.

BY ALEX WUKMAN
awukman@fbherald.com

The Development Corporation Rich-

mond’s Board of  Directors will hold three 

public hearings at their upcoming meet-

ing on Aug. 13.

The meeting will be held at Richmond’s 

City Hall Annex, 600 Morton St.

During the public hearings the board 

will discuss three proposals first present-

ed at its July 9 meeting.

One of  the proposals is a $25,000 sig-

nage improvement program.

If  approved, the grant program will 

help businesses update their signage.

“This grant is designed to bring busi-

ness signage into compliance with our 

[Uniform Development Code],” said Cam-

eron Goodman, executive director of  the 

Development Corporation of  Richmond, 

at the July meeting.

When Richmond adopted its Uniform 

Development Code in 2018, the city also 

adopted new sign ordinances. However, 

the signs of  many existing businesses re-

ceived a grandfather exemption when the 

code went into effect.

If  approved, the signage improvement 

grant will be open to all businesses within 

the city limits of  Richmond.

Along with the signage grant, the de-

velopment corporation board is also hold-

ing a public hearing on a lighting project 

for the city’s historic Union Pacific Rail-

road Bridge.

If  the lighting project is approved, 

the development corporation will spend 

about $45,000 to install color-changing 

LEDs under the bridge. The equipment 

has a 20-25 year lifespan, Goodman said at 

the July 9 meeting.

During the July meeting, the board 

was also presented with a slightly cheap-

er proposal. For $35,000 the bridge could 

have been illuminated with a single color.

During the July meeting, the board 

members expressed preference for the 

multi-color package because single color 

illumination was “underwhelming,” ac-

cording to Joe Bonham, the board’s vice 

president.

The third public hearing on the board’s 

agenda deals with a major renovation of  a 

vacant, city-owned building. Retrofitting 

the 6,000 square foot building, located at 

1116 Myrtle St., is expected to cost about 

$360,000.

The development corporation plans to 

use about 1,000 square feet for offices and 

rent out the rest, Goodman said at the 

July meeting.

At the July meeting, Richmond City 

Manager Terri Vela told the board that 

the development corporation isn’t look-

ing to rent to a city department.

“We are looking for external tenants,” 

Vela said. “Possibly a temporary office or 

co-working company like WeWork.”

Development Corporation of 
Richmond eyes signage ordinance

Even with a growing population and 

growing needs, Fort Bend County’s pro-

posed tax rate has gone down.

Commissioners on Tuesday agreed 

to set the proposed 2019 tax rate at 44.47 

cents, a decrease from 44.5 cents in 2018.

The commissioners also set the dates 

and times for public hearings on the tax 

rate and budget. 

The public hearings for the tax rate 

will be on Wednesday, Aug. 28 at 5:30 p.m. 

and Tuesday, Sept. 3 at 1 p.m. at the Fort 

Bend County Courthouse.

The public hearings for the 2019 bud-

get will take place Monday, Sept. 9 at 

5:30 p.m. and Tuesday, Sept. 10 at 1 p.m., 

also at the courthouse.

County budget director Pamela Gub-

bels told The Herald that the 2019 budget 

is expected to be approximately $392 mil-

lion.

Elected officials will see a 3.37% in-

crease in their salary for 2020, mean-

ing that Fort Bend County Judge KP 

George’s salary will rise from $140,533 

this year to $145,268 next year. The com-

missioners will see their salaries in-

crease from $133,841 to $138,351.

Precinct 3 Commissioner Andy Mey-

ers added that other county employees 

will also see the same salary increase.

County 
proposes 
tax rate 
decrease
Spending plan 
includes 3% pay raise 
for county employees

Retired educators 
plan annual breakfast

SEE GLASER, PAGE  10

The Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Office 

apprehended a suspect in the burglary of  

the Katy Islamic Center.

Loyd Richard Smith Jr., 40, of  Houston 

was taken into custody and charged with 

two counts of  burglary of  a building, a 

state jail felony pun-

ishable by up to two 

years in a state jail.

Smith allegedly 

entered the Katy Is-

lamic Center on two 

separate occasions, 

once on Dec. 1, 2018 

and again on April 

12. 

In both instanc-

es Smith alleged-

ly stole cash and 

checks from the 

Islamic center’s do-

nation box.

According to a statement from the 

Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Office, when 

Smith was interrogated he confessed to 

the crimes.

The sheriff’s office also described 

Smith’s criminal record as “lengthy” and 

characterized theft from religious centers 

as “an objective for him.”

Suspect arrested in 
burglary of Katy 
Islamic Center

Loyd Richard 
Smith Jr.


