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Needville juniors win section-

al title; see Sports

“You will recognize your own past 

when you come upon it, because you will 

suddenly have all the energy and imagi-

nation you will ever need.” — Jerry Gil-

lies

Aileen McComiskey kind of  sur-
prised at how much she likes new guy 
she’s seeing… could he be The One…?

Maria Gleason frantically cleans 
house before parents return home from 
vacation...

Lindsay Austin dyes hair bleach 
blonde for that summer look...

 “Life is a lot like jazz — it’s best when 

you improvise.” 

— George Gershwin (1898-1937)

— BH
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Recognize your past

(Jesus) said unto them, How is it that 

ye sought me? (know) ye not that I must 

be about my Father’s business?

Luke 2:49
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Fire department BBQ
The Beasley Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment annual barbecue fundraiser, Sun-
day, July 21, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at St. 
Wenseclaus Catholic Church 419 South 
Second St. in Beasley.  They will have 
barbecue plates — dine- in and to-go, 
live auction, raffle drawing, and games 
for kids.

Grown-Up Spelling Bee
The Literacy Council will host its 

10th annual Great Grown-Up Spelling 
Bee from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Quail Valley 
Golf  Course & City Centre on Thursday, 
Sept. 12.

Library to host free movie
On Monday, July 15, watch an animat-

ed comedy-adventure movie, starring 
the voices of  Ben Stiller, Chris Rock, 
David Schwimmer, and Jada Pinkett 
Smith, about a group of  New York City 
zoo animals. In this 2008 sequel, the air-
plane carrying the citified critter cast-
aways crash-lands in the wilds of  Afri-
ca, where the animals meet others of  
their own kind in their natural element. 
This movie is rated PG.

 

The second annual “Taste of  Rosen-
berg” is set for Monday, Aug. 5, from 5:30-
8:30 p.m. at the Rosenberg Civic Center, 
3825 SH 36.

This free event is open to the public 
and hosted by the city of  Rosenberg and 
the Rosenberg Development Corporation. 
More than a dozen local restaurants have 
already signed on to provide food and 
dessert samples. The event will also fea-
ture live musical entertainment and door 
prize raffles throughout the evening.

“We’re very excited to bring back the 
Taste of  Rosenberg for a second year,” 
said Assistant Economic Development 
Director Jeremy Heath.

“This is a great way to sample some 
of  Rosenberg’s finest cuisine all in one 
place. Grab your friends and head over to 
see, but more importantly taste, what this 
fun event is all about.”

To become a vendor at this popular 
event, contact Isabel Castillo at icastillo@
rosenbergtx.gov or call 832-595-3330.

BY ALEX WUKMAN
awukman@fbherald.com

Fort Bend Transit is considering the elimination of  all 
fixed route bus service in the Richmond-Rosenberg area.

The county-run transit agency wants to replace the 
three fixed Richmond-Rosenberg routes with an expand-
ed point deviation service. The proposed changes were 
unveiled at Development Corporation of  Richmond’s 
board of  directors Tuesday night meeting.

Point Deviation Service is a concierge service, which 
allows Fort Bend Transit buses to pick up individual pas-
sengers at home, work or another prearranged location.

A bus engaged in Point Deviation Service can only 
stray from its assigned route by a small distance, up to 
3/4 of  a mile, to pick up passengers.

In order to use Point Deviation service, riders have to 
schedule a pick-up at least one business day in advance.

To expand point deviation service in Richmond-Rosen-
berg, Fort Bend Transit is planning on keeping three 
buses in what are, essentially, dedicated holding patterns 
within the area.

Instead of  traveling along SH 36, US-90A and FM 762 
at regular intervals, the buses will respond to service re-
quests within the community.

The elimination of  fixed route service in Rich-
mond-Rosenberg will, paradoxically, increase ridership 
and improve service, according to Perri D’Armond, di-
rector of  Fort Bend Transit.

“We are very much aware that [these routes] aren’t 
functioning the way we would like them to,” D’Armond 
said. “Current point deviated service for Richmond and 
Rosenberg requires a higher share of  deviated trips than 
was originally anticipated.”

The deviated trips can be attributed to the amount of  
elderly and disabled riders, she added. Approximately 
12% of  Richmond’s population and 10% of  Rosenberg’s 
population qualifies as elderly or disabled, according to 
Fort Bend Transit’s figures.

Only one of  the nearly 20 stops in the Richmond-Rosen-
berg area had regular passengers, said Kevin Thompson, 
Fort Bend Transit’s operations manager.

“The only place I saw people getting on or off  a bus was 
at Fiesta,” he said.

However, a lack of  fixed route riders isn’t indicative of  
Fort Bend Transit’s overall ridership.

In May, Fort Bend Transit provided 2,742 demand re-
sponse trips to riders from Rosenberg and another 2,157 
to riders from Richmond.

Demand response, or fixed route, trips originating 
from the Richmond-Rosenberg area accounted for 46% of  
Fort Bend Transit’s demand response trips. Despite the 
number of  service calls, the agency is unable to meet the 
growing demand.

“Two-hundred and fifty requests are denied every day 
due to a lack of  available buses,” D’Armond said.

The radical nature of  the proposal drew praise from 
Joe Bonham, vice president of  the board of  directors.

“I commend you for willing to try something new,” 
Bonham said. “Even if  it doesn’t work you can tweak it 
later.”

The adoption of  Fort Bend Transit’s proposal will re-
quire an amendment to the agency’s contract with the 
city of  Richmond, City Manager Terri Vela said. She add-
ed that there would also need to be a discussion regarding 
appropriate signage.

Fort Bend Transit considering end of fixed 
route service in Richmond-Rosenberg

DALLAS (AP) — A Johnson 
County man who had been missing 
for months was eaten, bones and 
all, by his pack of  dogs, sheriff’s 
deputies said.

Medical examiners said Tuesday 
that DNA testing determined that 
pieces of  bone recovered from the 
dogs’ feces were those of  57-year-
old Freddie Mack, according to the 
Johnson County Sheriff’s Office.

Deputy Aaron Pitts said the 18 
mixed-breed dogs apparently de-
voured all of  Mack’s body, his cloth-
ing and his hair, leaving nothing 
larger than 2- to 5-inch bone frag-
ments.

Authorities: 
Man eaten 
by own dogs

County court at law 
board to replace 2 judges
BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY
swilley@fbherald.com

The Fort Bend County Court At-Law 
Board got the go-ahead on Tuesday to  
fill two associate judges’ positions — 
essentially replacing two Republican 
judges.

Four court at-
law judges — all 
Democrats — voted 
Monday in favor of  
filling the positions. 
The two judges vot-
ing against the mea-
sure were Republi-
cans.

Judges Toni Wal-
lace, Sherman Hat-
ton, Juli Mathew 
and Teanna Wat-
son voted to post 
the job positions 
presently held by Republican judges 
Andrew Dornburg and Harold Kennedy. 

Voting against the measure were 
judges Chris Morales and Jeff  Mc-
Means.  

The board has the authority to fill the 
two associate judges’ positions.

Fort Bend County Precinct 3 Com-
missioner Andy Meyers, a Republican, 
voiced his displeasure at the move.

He said the board was essentially re-
placing two Republican judges with two 
Democrat judges when their experience 
is needed the most.

Kennedy has 20 years of  experience, 
Meyers said.

“The majority of  the county court at-
law board is made up of  inexperienced 
judges,” Meyers told The Herald on 
Wednesday. “They’ve only been serving 

(since Jan. 1). There’s a steep learning 
curve, and to replace two judges with 
a combined 25 years of  experience 
doesn’t make much sense to me.”

He said Dornburg has served for the 
past three or four years. 

“We need that experience on the 
bench,” Meyers said.

The Democrats 
on the board said 
Dornburg and Ken-
nedy may re-apply 
for their posts.

However, Meyers 
said the invitation 
to re-apply is insin-
cere.

“The (Democrat 
judges) obviously 
want to replace the 
two Republican 
judges with Dem-
ocrats,” Meyers 

said. “If  they ‘re not replacing them, 
why post the job openings? I under-
stand elections have consequences and 
the Democrats won, but from a justice 
standpoint, I’m concerned we’re losing 
a significant amount of  judicial experi-
ence by replacing Dornburg and Kenne-
dy.”

Watson defeated Kennedy in the race 
for County Court At Law No. 5 in No-
vember 2018. 

The Fort Bend County Republican 
Party appointed Kennedy in June 2018 
to replace the late Judge Ronald Cohen.

Kennedy has been practicing law for 
35 years and has been on the bench as 
an associate judge in Fort Bend County 
for the last 20 years.

Judges Wallace and Hatton have not 
returned phone calls to The Herald.
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Susan Gerhardt and grandson Kyle, 7, look at their origami finished product at the 

George Memorial Library. See story, Page 3.

Finished folding

Harold
Kennedy

Andrew
Dornburg

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

The Rosenberg Development Corp., with 
its newly-elected board, will select officers 
at its monthly meeting on Thursday.

The RDC meeting will take place at 4 p.m. 
at the Rosenberg Civic & Convention Center, 
3825 SH 36.

In June, new members were appointed to 
serve on the RDC.

The RDC is composed of  a seven-director 
board. Four of  the members, including all 
current officers, are appointed by the Rosen-
berg City Council, and the remaining three 
members are council members.

Council members Kevin Raines, Richard 
Olson and Lisa Wallingford are the newest 
RDC board members.

Teresa Bailey, Ted Garcia, John Herne 

and Herb Phelan also serve on the RDC.
Members serve two-year staggered 

terms.
Pending board action Thursday, officer 

positions were held by Garcia (president), 
Bailey (vice president), Herne (treasurer) 
and former RDC member Lori Cook (secre-
tary).

At a June council meeting, council mem-
ber Jacob Balderas made a motion to re-
move Cook from the board. The motion was 
seconded by Olson and passed.

According to RDC bylaws, officer elec-
tions are held every July.

Board members will also make appoint-
ments and fill vacancies in the finance and 
policy committees.

The finance committee was previously 
filled by Garcia, Herne and former RDC 
member Mayot Bill Benton.

The policy committee was previously 
filled by Olson, Wallingford and Bailey.

In other business, board members will 
consider appointing an RDC member to 
serve on the Hotel Occupancy Tax evalua-
tion committee.

In June, council appointed members to 
the HOT committee, Guidelines require one 
representative of  the RDC to serve on the 
HOT committee to review applications for 
the use of  HOT revenues.

HOT funds are derived from the tax paid 
by customers of  hotels. Assistant City Man-
ager Joyce Vasut, Benton, Wallingford and 
Rosenberg citizens Hal Ben Grady and Ter-
ry Turney serve on the HOT committee.

The RDC is an economic development 
corporation funded by a one-half  cent sales 
tax. The board serves to engage in projects 
related to primary job creation in the city.

RDC to swear in new members, 
fill vacancies in 2 committees

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County continues to find 
ways to handle its citizens dealing with 
mental illness and substance abuse, 
and the latest effort looks to deal with 
those suffering while incarcerated.

Fort Bend County commissioners 
approved to an application to the Bu-
reau of  Justice for the Justice and 
Mental Health Collaboration Program 
to get a grant of  $445,082 to provide 
resources to those with mental illness 

and all kinds of  substance abuses. If  
the application is approved, the county 
will match it within 20%.

“This grant is a major opportunity 
for us in Fort Bend County if  we can 
get it,” County Judge KP George said. 

“Our office and the Behavioral Ser-
vices Department have worked count-
less hours working on it, and if  we 
receive it, the funds would go to those 
individuals in the justice system who 
have discernable mental illness and 
substance abuse disorders, including 
opioids and other difficulties.”

According to the county, the number 
of  individuals in the Fort Bend County 
jail with a mental illness or substance 
abuse problem increased in the past 
year, with 19% in 2018 to 34% in the first 
quarter of  2019. About 88% of  them are 
male.

County leaders and local mental 
health providers created the Fort 
Bend County Criminal Justice Mental 
Health Initiative to help find gaps in 
services and identify problems in the 
justice system that those with mental 
and substance issues face.

But the initiative does need more 
funding, and if  the grant is awarded, it 
would go toward more plans and more 
detection methods to those who are vul-
nerable in the system.

The county would hire a project 
manager and a case manager specialist 
who would help with diversion plans 
and care plans for those who need treat-
ment.

“This is an example of  working hard 
and trying to find money to support our 
community better, especially that com-
munity,” George said.

County seeking mental health funds

Taste of Rosenberg set for Aug. 5


