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WHERE WAS 
GOD?

Minister Andy Baker reflects 

on the tragedies in El Paso 

and Ohio; see Sports

“When you do squats, is it normal for 

your knees to sound like an ailing goat 

chewing on an aluminum can stuffed 

with celery?”

Sidonia Parchman, 87
James Anthony Juengerman, 70
Lorenza Solis Gonzales, 72

“You will have bad times, but they 

will always wake you up to the stuff  

you weren’t paying attention to.” 

— Robin Williams (1951-2014)

— BH
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Do not fear, for I am with you; do not 

be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 

strengthen you and help you; I will up-

hold you with my righteous right hand.

Isaiah 41:10
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BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

Rosenberg City Council members have 
agreed to stop the annexation process for 
Municipal Utility District No. 66.

Although no action was taken at Tues-
day’s public hearing regarding the proposed 
annexation, council members formed the 
consensus to rescind the letter of  intent to 
annex.

Council held the second public hearing 
on the proposed annexation of  MUD 66, 
which serves Rose Ranch, and would tag the 
city with $2.3 million in debt.

Prior to council deliberation, Rosenberg 
residents Dr. Dan Ives, Alice Jozwiak, James 
Urbish and Susan Euton spoke against the 
annexation.

“Mayor, over the years, you have been 
prolific in your political stance about not 
taking on city debt without a vote of  the cit-
izens,” Ives said.

“Likewise, in the past, you have support-
ed a public vote on issues like Seabourne 
Creek Nature Center, Travis Park splash 
pad, and two-way (street) pairs.

“The issue of  Rose Ranch and $2.2 mil-
lion of  debt is no different. A public vote is 
an absolute.

“Both council and the public should have 
independent and creditable information 
about the validity and accuracy of  the finan-
cial details for our city.

“What are the legitimate pros and cons? 
The tax-paying citizens of  Rosenberg de-
serve no less.”

Jozwiak said there are no advantages to 
the city to annex the MUD.

“It will take a drain on police, fire, our 
public works system,” she said. “If  we’re go-
ing to have debt, let’s put debt on something 
that’s going to benefit our citizens.”

Urbish and Euton echoed Jozwiak’s con-
cerns and clarified that they do not wish for 
the city to move forward with the annex-

ation.
Mayor Bill Benton reminded the audi-

ence that the city has not accepted or voted 
on any debt.

Council member Isaac Davila said that 
the citizens do not want this and neither 
does he.

Council member Lisa Wallingford 
agreed.

“It’s been no secret that I have never been 
in favor of  this annexation,” Wallingford be-
gan. “There is no deal. Period.

“I have never entertained this as a deal 
until city staff  tells me without a doubt, 
100%, this is good for our tax-paying citi-
zens. If  they benefit from this, that’s when 
I will vote for it.

“Until then, I am absolutely 100% against 
this annexation. And I have not had one con-
stituent in this city tell me that they want it.

“We should never have begun this pro-
cess to begin with.”

Council member Jacob Balderas said he 

could not support the annexation at present.
“The citizens of  Rosenberg deserve 

updated information before we move for-
ward,” he started. “I believe that we need to 
know the whole story.

“As such, I don’t want to move forward 
with this annexation because we just don’t 
have the numbers. There’s just too many un-
knowns at this time.

“We hoped when this first came out, we 
would have updated numbers soon. But ap-
parently, those numbers are not available.

“So, at this time, I’m a no on this.”
Council member Richard Olson con-

curred with Balderas.
Benton asked City Manager John Maresh 

to put an item on the next regular agenda to 
rescind the letter of  intent.

Davila noted that an action item was ini-
tially put on Tuesday’s agenda, but Balderas 
pulled the item.

Balderas did not explain why he pulled 
the item.

Rosenberg city council may back 
out of million-dollar annexation
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Williams Elementary School held a kindergarten orientation Fri-

day morning. Pictured form left are fourth-grader Maggie McDon-

ald, mom Elizabeth, and incoming kindergartener Genevieve.

Incoming kindergartener Araz Gyawali is all 

smiles for Friday’s kinder orientation.

Williams Elementary holds 
kindergarten orientation Friday

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

Rosenberg Development Corp. mem-
bers do a lot to make sure they attend the 
monthly board meetings. Some even go as 
far as asking off  work early.

But soon, that won’t be a problem.
At Thursday’s meeting, board mem-

bers agreed to change the time and date 
of  their sessions to better accommodate 
their schedules.

Although no action was taken, the 
board agreed to move the meetings from 
4 p.m. to 5:30 on the first Wednesday of  ev-
ery month instead of  Thursday.

This item was brought to the board by 
RDC president Ted Garcia.

“The reason I put this on the agenda 
was because (council member) Kevin 
(Raines) called me that he was going to 
be late,” Garcia told the board. “And I 
thought maybe it would make it a bit easi-
er for the people that work.”

Even though Raines was not present 
for discussion, fellow council and RDC 
member Richard Olson kept in touch 
with him through text.

“I texted Kevin and asked what time he 
would like to start and he said 5:30 p.m.,” 
Olson said. “And I would also like 5:30.”

Council member and RDC member 
Lisa Wallingford said she would also be in 
favor of  a 5:30 p.m. meeting because she 

doesn’t get off  work until 5 p.m. and has 
to leave at 3:30 p.m. in order to make the 
meetings.

RDC member Teresa Bailey said she 
doesn’t get off  work until 6 p.m., but 
would be in favor of  a 5 p.m. start time.

“I’m retired so any time is fine with 
me,” RDC member Herb Phelan said with 
a laugh.

“My boss tells me that he would rath-
er have the meeting on Wednesday,” RDC 
member John Herne joked. “It doesn’t 
matter. 5 o’clock is fine. 5:30 is fine.

“Is there some reason we meet on 
Thursday? I’m being selfish because 
we’re off  Friday. So a lot of  times, I go out 
of  town on Thursday evening. And this 
is just once a month, so I’m not worried 
about that.

“But is there a way we could meet on 
Wednesday? That would be just fine with 
me.”

City Manager John Maresh told the 
board that the city has an unofficial policy 
not to hold city meetings on Wednesday.

“I don’t know if  it’s an official policy 
per-se,” Maresh said. “It’s unofficial.”

Eventually, the board came to a consen-
sus to hold the meeting at 5:30 p.m. on the 
first Wednesday of  the month.

According to city staff, this will be 
brought back to the RDC for approval.

The next RDC meeting will be held 
Sept. 5 at 4 p.m.

RDC changes time, day 
of monthly meetings

Rosenberg Economic Development 
Director Bret Gardella has resigned 
from the city of  Rosenberg.

According to city staff, Gardella be-
gan working for the city in January 2018 
and resigned on July 29.

Jeremy Heath has been named the 
interim director of  Economic Develop-
ment. 

He previously served as the assis-
tant director of  economic develop-
ment.

According to 
Communications 
Director Tanya 
Kveton, the city 
will follow the typ-
ical hiring/recruit-
ing process to fill 
the vacancy.

City leaders have 
declined to discuss 
Gardell’a leaving 
with The Herald.

EDC Director Gardella resigns
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State Rep. Ron Reynolds (D-Missouri City) can no longer 
practice law. The State Bar of  Texas issued the disbarment 
order on Thursday, after a late July hearing.

The order cited Reynolds’ 2015 conviction for what Mont-
gomery County prosecutors called 
“ambulance chasing” as the reason 
for his disbarment.

Reynolds’ legal troubles go back 
to 2012, when undercover investi-
gation found that a Harris County 
chiropractor was having patients 
sign contracts naming Reynolds as 
their legal counsel before they were 
examined.

Those charges were later dropped 
after it came to light that the investi-
gators had been accused of  stealing 
evidence. A year later Reynolds ar-
rested again.

This time Reynolds was one of  
seven Houston-area attorneys busted for participating in a 
$25 million kickback scheme with Robert Valdez, co-owner 
of  two chiropractic clinics.

Reynolds was tried and convicted on a single misde-

Rep. Reynolds 
is disbarred

Ron 
Reynolds

SEE REYNOLDS, PAGE  8A

Load the sheep, slip on the chaps, and 
get ready to ride! Mutton Bustin’ returns 
to the 2019 Fort Bend County Fair and 
sign up begins on Tuesday, Aug. 13, at 
8 a.m. in Building B at the fairgrounds.

Children 4-7 years of  age and who 
weigh less than 55 pounds the day of  the 
competition are eligible to 
compete.

In the past few years, par-
ents have camped outside of  
the fairgrounds to ensure 
their child’s chance at get-
ting entered.

The first 100 qualified 
applicants who turn in an 
official entry form, entry 
fee, and notarized release of  
liability will be accepted.

Only official entry forms 
will be accepted.

Absolutely no entries will 
be accepted prior to 8 a.m. 
on Tuesday, Aug.13.

Entries will be accepted 
on a first-come, first-serve 
basis.

All contestants will re-
ceive a buckle donated by 
Chris Dostal’s Designs in 
Fine Jewelry and Dostal’s 
Awards & Recognitions and 
the winner of  each rodeo 
will receive a Grand Cham-

pion Buckle.
Mutton Bustin is a fan-favorite and ev-

eryone is welcome to cheer on their favor-
ite cowboy or cowgirl.

Entry forms and rules can be found 
at https://fortbendcountyfair.com/
events/2019/mutton-bustin.

Mutton Bustin’ sign-up is Aug. 13
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A mutton bustin’ rider hangs on for dear life during last 

year’s Fort Bend County Fair Rodeo.

Bret
Gardella

Resource tour
 Fort Bend County Judge KP George an-

nounces the first of  a series of  community 
resource tours in response to overwhelm-
ing positive feedback of  his earlier county-
wide listening tours in every precinct of  
the County. The first “County Judge on 
Your Corner” Resource Tour will take 
place on Tuesday, Aug. 13, from 6-8:30 p.m. 
at Our Lady of  Guadalupe Church, 514 Car-
lisle St., in Rosenberg. The Resource Tour 
is free and open to the public.

Lutheran Women
The Women of  St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, located at 1208 Fifth St., in Rosen-
berg will host their annual banquet featur-
ing a faith testimony and pottery demon-
stration by Rachel Norris of  Joy Pottery 
on Saturday, Aug. 10, at 10 a.m. A salad lun-
cheon will be served and a silent auction.

Jessica Reyes taking a ride-along  in 
the Fort Bend County Sheriff  Office’s 
helicopter...

Hailey Willey and younger brother 
Zach visiting The Stanley Hotel in Col-
orado where part of  The Shining was 
filmed. The spooky thriller is one of  
their favorite movies...

Fort Bend County Judge KP George an-
nounced the first of  a series of  communi-
ty resource tours in every precinct of  the 
county.

The first “County Judge on Your Cor-
ner” resource tour will take place on Tues-
day, Aug. 13 from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Our 
Lady of  Guadalupe Church, located at 514 
Carlisle St., in Rosenberg. It is free and 
open to the public.

The event is designed to provide infor-
mation, resources, and services to youth 
and families within Fort Bend County. 
Agencies and organizations dedicated to 

providing services and activities to Fort 
Bend County residents in our community 
will be exhibiting at the resource tour.

There will be free giveaways, opportuni-
ties to register to vote, free back-to-school 
vaccinations (must bring immunization 
records), property tax help, immigration 
legal advice, passport pictures and appli-
cations, back-to-school haircuts for kids, 
blood pressure screenings, dental/oral 
health screenings, onsite library card reg-
istration, information about county jobs, 
Hurricane Harvey homeowner assistance, 
and activities for children.

George to kick off countywide 
resource tour in Rosenberg


