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City allocates $60,000 in HOT
funds to Rosenberg nonprofits
BY NICK IRENE
nirene@fbherald.com

Needville falls in state semifinal round; see Sports

Good Afternoon!
Libraries closed for Thanksgiving
All branches of Fort Bend County Libraries will be closed Thursday
through Sunday, Nov. 25 through 28,
in observance of the Thanksgiving
holiday. Regular library hours will
resume on Monday, Nov. 29.

Quilt raffle
The Needville Senior Citizens
committee will raffle off several
homemade quilts during the annual Leroy Miksch Senior Citizen
Fundraiser, set for Jan. 23 at the Columbus Hall, SH 36 in Needville. Proceeds will go to the Needville Ministerial Alliance to help support the
Needville Senior Citizens program,
which is housed at Immanuel Evangelical Church. The raffle tickets are
$2 each or a book of six for $10. Tickets are available at New First Bank,
Western Power, Prosperity Bank,
Kinfolks Antiques, and Lillie Kays.

Soup sale benefit
The Needville Knights of Columbus Council is planning a drive-thru
chicken noodle soup fundraiser at
5:30 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 21, at the Columbus Club, located at 13631 SH 36.
Serving is from 10:30 a.m. until sold
out. Wives of deceased members eat
free this time.

Quilt raffle
The Women of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Rosenberg will host a
quilt raffle on Sunday, Dec. 19. Tickets are $1 each or a book of six for
$5 and are available at the church
office, 1208 Fifth Street, Rosenberg,
Monday-Friday between the hours
of 8 a.m. and noon.

Czech Heritage Society
Czech Heritage Society Fort Bend
County Chapter is holding its 2021
Christmas Party at the SPJST Hall
in Needville on Sunday, Dec. 5, at 10
a.m. Please bring an item for the
silent auction and enjoy all the festivities including the 50/50 pot, door
prizes and lots of music and membership renewal.

Fort Bend Journal
Not so funny!
Wanna hear a good joke?
“Sleep.”
Yeah, I don’t get it either.

— SRW
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The Rosenberg City Council agreed
on Tuesday to spend $59,761 of its $75,000
in Hotel Occupancy Tax (HOT) Funds to
help promote and advertise many local
entities.
HOT taxes are taxes placed on each
nights’ stay at a hotel. The funds can then
be used to promote tourism and the convention and hotel industries in the area,
according to the Texas Comptroller.
The Texas rate is 6% of the price paid
for lodging.
The largest amount allocated was
$15,000 to the Rosenberg Railroad Museum for “festivals and event marketing.”
Councilman Marc Morales praised the
museum’s “educational advantages” and
endorsed any measures of assistance.
“It’s a very good project and I believe
it is an utmost important venue in the
city of Rosenberg because I looked at the
visitors’ zip codes and they vary from Cy-

Richmond
city leaders
fill board
vacancies
The Richmond City Commission approved five board members to the Development Corporation Board of Directors.
The five individuals were recommended by the Interview Committee,
composed of commissioners Terry Gaul
and Alex Bement.
The five individuals took office on Nov.
15.
The new board members are Kit
Jones, Joe Bonham, Nancy Rain, Tim
Jeffcoat and William Morefield.
The Interview Committee also recommended appointments to the Parks and
Recreation Board.
The commission, based on the recommendation, also appointed seven board
members and one alternate to the Parks
and Recreation Board, effective Nov. 15.
Parks and Recreation Board members
are Susan Farris, Robert Haas, Ruben
Cortinas, Barbara Johnson, Veronica
Torres, Robert Hodge, Pat Pittman and
David Pella as the alternate.
“The city had overwhelming response
with 110 applications from the request
for volunteers to serve on the city’s various boards, commissions and committees,” said City Manager Terri Vela.
“The city looks forward to future opportunities for all applicants to be involved in the Richmond community.”

Pecan Festival
kicks off at 11
a.m. Sunday
The 2021 Pecan Harvest Festival will feature for the first time a Little Miss Pecan
Contest.
The festival will be held from 11 a.m. to
6 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 21, in Historic Downtown Richmond.Contestants will be judged
according to age groups. Girls age 3-4 will
compete for the title of Little Miss Peanut,
5-6 for Little Miss Acorn, 7-8 for Little Miss
Walnut, and 9-10 for Little Miss Pecan.
Judging will take place at Fort Bend Museum’s Historic 1883 Moore Mansion.

press to Conroe to all locations around,”
Morales said. “Anything that we can do
to improve the museum and benefit the
city’s merchants, I’m all for it.”
Executive Director Rainey Webster
also spoke during Tuesday’s meeting in
favor of using more funds to help complete the museum’s caboose restoration
project.
“I had applied for funding to restore
our historical caboose,” Webster said.
“The exterior has been completed but the
interior still needs a lot of work. The floor,
the walls and the windows are still unsafe. They open and children can fall off.”
Mayor Kevin Raines told Webster the
project would be revisited in a workshop
setting.
The next largest award was $12,500 to
help market the 2022 East vs. West Bayou
Bowl. The annual game showcases the
best high school football in the greater
Houston area. The alignment is divided
by the I-45 Highway.
The Bayou Bowl committee has al-

ready reserved 58 rooms for four nights,
Raines said. The all-star game will take
place at Traylor Stadium in Rosenberg.
The Black Cowboy Museum at 1104
Third St. also is to receive $8,000 to host its
annual Legendary Cowboys of Southwest
Texas Awards Banquet.
Council also approved to pay 60%
of the cost for an art mural for the Art
League of Fort Bend County.
Council will also cover up to $6,660 for
the cost and pay for $1,340 for art center
promotion, Director of Communications
Tanya Kveton said.
Council also agreed to similar deals
with Mrs. Claus Cookie Co. for a mural
worth $5,750 and a $4,185 mural for Wild
Blossoms Texas. The council agreed to
pay up to 60% for both projects.
The Rendezvous Event Center & Backyard received $5,800 and the Cast Theatrical Company community theater received
$4,500 in marketing and advertising.
The city’s HOT Fund still has $15,239
remaining.
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Antonio and Katie Marchena beam minutes after formally adopting cial district courtroom inside the Fort Bend County Justice Center
three brothers who they fostered for the past year. Judge Walter G. on Friday, which was National Adoption Day. From left are Noah, 5,
Armatys, center, conducted the adoption hearing in his 328th judi- Jacob, 4 and Elijah, 1. Antonio and Katie are educators with LCISD.

‘We fell in love with them’ says
foster parents who adopted boys
BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY
swilley@fbherald.com

Judge Walter G. Armatys typically hears
cases involving, well, the tragic side of life:
murder, robberies, thefts, illegal drugs.
On Friday, however, he was involved in a
truly heart-warming case — the adoption
of three brothers, Elijah, 1, Jacob, 4 and
Noah, 5, by two Lamar Consolidated ISD
educators.
“We fell in love with them,” said firsttime parent Katie Marchena, 39, executive director of teaching and learning for

LCISD. “They were such sweet boys we
couldn’t help but want to keep them for
ourselves.”
Katie and husband Antonio, 43, have
been fostering children for the past seven
years — 12 kids in all.
“We fell in love with numbers 10, 11 and
12,” said Antonio, the math and science
coach at Smith Elementary School. “In the
year we fostered them, they brought a lot
of joy to our lives.”
The adoption event, one of 13 adoptions
to take place at the Justice Center on National Adoption Day, was arranged in part

by Child Advocates of Fort Bend County.
Armatys, along with Judge Janet B.
Heppard and Judge Kali Morgan, helped
make the lives of more than a dozen foster
children richer and the lives of their new
parents fuller, Child Advocates of Fort
Bend executive officer Ruthanne Mefford
said at the conclusion of Friday’s ceremony.
“This is the most wonderful day of the
year, the day all these children found their
forever homes,” she said.

SEE ADOPTIONS, PAGE 2A

Retired County Employees
Association to hold annual
Christmas dinner Dec. 11

The Fort Bend Retired County Employees Association will hold its annual Christmas dinner for memebrs from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 11, at the
Fort Bend County Fairgrounds, Building D. For more
information, contact Gary Pickett at 281-750-1411.

Obituaries
Roy Cortez, 66
Terry “Dwain” Denfip, 53
Doris Mae Tijerina, 84

Kingdom Church to offer Thanksgiving dinner
Kingdom Church in Rosenberg will host its annual “Giving Thanks” Thanksgiving dinner on Sunday,
Nov. 21, for residents at Falcon Pointe Apartment at 3
p.m. until food runs out.
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Today’s Scripture
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who
loves is born of God and knows God.
1 John 4:7
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The city will be closed for Thanksgiving Day- a City Holiday for employees!
Essential personnel continue to work
to serve our citizens. Please call 281-3425456 for further information. We hope
you enjoy your Thanksgiving Day and
Holiday weekend!

A forever home of their own

Pete Pavlovsky visiting the Rosenberg Police Department... Deb Nic Vol
can’t help but note that Christmas
is overshadowing Thanksgiving this
year....Fort Bend County Precinct 1
Commissioner Vincent Morales Jr.
asking folks to consider donating to
Fort Bend PAWS...

7

City of Richmond
offices to close on
Thanksgiving

9

Free movie at Wessendorff Park Dec. 3
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Early Thanksgiving at Rosenberg PD
The Rosenberg Police Department staff were treated to
an early Thanksgiving dinner on Wednesday by Heavenly
Memorial Monuments in Rosenberg and Rodney F. Byrd
Funeral Directors in Richmond. “This is our way of thanking these fine officers and the entire staff for all they do to

keep our communities safe,” said Kristi Mitchell with Heavenly Memorials. At left is Sgt. Steven Hart and at far right
is Chief Jonathan White. They are joined by Ricky Aguilar,
Hajji S. Moody, Rodney, Trakesha and Teyoncé Byrd, and
Craig and Kristi Mitchell.

The city of Richmond’s Movies At Wessendorff free outdoor film will take place at 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 3, at Wessendorff Park and will feature
“Elf.” Rotary Club of Richmond will provide free
popcorn and the city will provide water. Bring
lawn chairs and blankets. Food and dessert trucks
will be on site for food purchase, but attendees are
welcome to bring their own food and drink.

