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“The best way to predict the future is to 

create it.” — Author unknown

Fort Bend County students enrolling 
at Colby College in Waterville, Maine, 
this fall are Eniola Adeoye-Lawal of  
Rosenberg, a graduate of  Terry High 
School, is the son of  Luqman and 
Muhobat Adeoye-Lawal of  Rosen-
berg... Edwin Bustamante of  Rich-
mond, the son of  Marissa and Eduar-

do Bustamante of  Richmond... and 
Yewande M. Tojuola, the daughter 
of  Funmilayo Adetimehin of  Rich-
mond...

Maria Gleason throws rockin’ 
house party for her 19th birthday in Col-
lege Station... but, like, don’t tell Mom 
and Dad... Audrey Lane and step mom 
Gretchen Simmen head to Austin for 
the weekend...

Katherine Leigh Henson, 51
William Paul Lostia, 59
Maria Andrea Lopez, 69
Celia Lynn Keddie, 67
John D. Gray, 100
Gloria M. Vallejo,93

— BH
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The best way

They devoted themselves to the apos-

tles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 

breaking of  bread and to prayer.
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The 2020 fiscal year begins in less 
than a month and there’s a lot the citi-
zens of  Rosenberg can look forward to.

A lower tax rate, street repairs and 
tax exemptions are to name a few.

At the Rosenberg City Council meet-
ing Tuesday, council members adopted 
the 2020 budget.

Before taking action, Mayor Bill Ben-
ton had a few things he wanted to say.

“The approximate $79 million budget 
is a balanced budget,” Benton began.

“I think that’s one of  the things that 
should be noted first. We didn’t borrow 
any money to balance this budget. It 
contains no borrowing, includes a tax 
rate reduction, debt reduction, no bud-

get cuts, no reduction in services.
“In fact, it enhances and adds to our 

municipal services because it increases 
operating expenses in the budget.”

Among other things, the budget in-
cludes funding for 292 existing full-time 
positions.

These employees provide municipal 
services such as police, fire, water sew-
er, drainage, streets, code enforcement, 
animal services, alley maintenance, hu-
man resources, building maintenance 
and more.

According to city staff, this budget 
will pay for four additional full-time 
positions and a part-time kennel techni-
can for the animal shelter.

Additionally, the over-65 and dis-
abled persons exemptions were both in-
creased by $15,000 to $60,000 and $45,000.

An increase in sales tax revenues 
is projected at approximately $400,000 
greater than the FY2019

A compensation plan adjustment of  
50 cents per hour for all full�time and 
part�time employees is included.

The same health insurance coverage 
is maintained with a 1.6% increase to 
premiums, and city will cover the cost 
of  the increase for employee and depen-
dent coverage.

Longevity will be adjusted from $5 
per month of  service to $7.50 per month 
of  service.

Listed are the capital improvement 
projects that will be funded in 2020:

• Bamore Road Extension � $2,650,000
• Railroad quiet zones � $400,000
• Sidewalk construction � $300,000
• Klosterhoff  road improvements � 

$1,650,000
• U.S. 59 and Spur 10 utility exten-

sions – $3,900,000
• North side water line improvements 

� $600,000
• Lift Station No. 9 & 10 elevation of  

equipment � $298,611
“Good news here,” Benton contin-

ued. “This will still leave over $15 mil-
lion in the general fund balance.

“I would say that the city is in pretty 
good financial condition.”

Council member Jacob Balderas 
made a motion to accept the 2020 fiscal 
year budget. 

The motion was seconded by council 
member Steven DeGregorio.

Council member Isaac Davila ab-
stained from voting, but the motion 
carried.

Benton highlights Rosenberg’s budget
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Grandparents John Petrosky and Karen Rohan bring grandson Lincoln Guzman chicken 

nuggets for Grandparents Day. See more photos, Page 12.

David Perez brings 

grandson Christopher 

Perez pizza for Grand-

parents Day lunch at 

Taylor Ray Elementary 

School Friday. 

A 

school day 

for  
Grandparents
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With more growth in Rosenberg comes more responsi-
bility to keep the city safe.

And council member Lisa Wallingford is worried that 
the city won’t be kept safe with a lower tax rate.

Even though the 2020 budget will fund four new posi-
tions in the police department, Wallingford voiced her con-
cerns with the public safety.

“You keep talking about this growth and that we’re add-
ing these houses and these master plan communities and 
all these subdivisions,” Wallingford started. “Well, with all 
that, we need to increase our public safety, our police and 
our fire. Public safety is the most important thing to me. 
And with the number of  police officers that we have, with 
the open positions, I don’t believe that that’s enough.”

According to Police Chief  Jonathan White, the depart-
ment has 90 officers, 18 of  which patrol strictly Lamar Con-
solidated ISD schools.

“I don’t think any police chief  will tell you that they 
have enough (officers),” White leveled with Wallingford.

“We could always use more. But that is a nation-wide 
problem. We could always use more public safety. But we do 
our best to allocate the resources we have to target certain 
areas of  the city where we’re seeing crime increasing.”

Wallingford said that with an increase in population 

comes an increase in crime.
“How are we supposed to feel safe when we have less 

officers on the street?” she asked the chief. “How are we 
supposed to feel like that’s enough?”

White reminded Wallingford that police officers are peo-
ple too.

“We just have to allocate the resources we have as best 
we can,” he responded.

Wallingford said she wished the city could use money 
that would be taken from the tax decrease to fund more po-
lice officer positions.

“If  we run into a bind, we can always reach out for help 
(from other police departments),” councilman and former 
Rosenberg Police Officer Kevin Raines said. “I agree, yes, 
more is always good. But sometimes we got to grow into it 
a little bit. I appreciate everything you’re doing with what 
you got. You get what you can. At the end of  the day, it’s our 
job to take care of  the staff  and the citizens and I think this 
budget is well-rounded and did what it should do.”

Council member Jacob Balderas made a motion to ac-
cept the 2020 fiscal year budget. The motion was seconded 
by council member Steven DeGregorio.

Council member Isaac Davila abstained from voting, 
but the motion carried.

The 2020 fiscal year will begin Oct. 1.
The next Rosenberg City Council meeting will be held 

Sept. 17 at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall, located at 2110 Fourth St.

Wallingford not happy with size 
of police department after tax cut

“We shall seek the truth and endure the 

consequences.” 

— Charles Seymour, American educator 

and historian (1884-1963)
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Two Houston men accused of  stealing an 
ATM machine from a Rosenberg bank ear-
ly Friday morning have been arrested and 
face felony charges of  attempted theft.

Rosenberg police officers responded to a 
call of  theft in progress around 3:30 a.m. at 
Wells Fargo Bank, located at 6511 Reading 
Road.

Responding officers arrived to find the 
bank’s automated teller machine forcibly 
removed and damaged along with a recent-
ly stolen vehicle that was apparently used 
in the attempted theft, Rosenberg police 
reported.

A traffic stop on a vehicle leaving the 
scene lead to the apprehension of  suspects 
involved in the attempted theft, Assistant 
Police Chief  Jarett Nethery reported.

“One of  the individuals identified was 
released in Harris County on bond in May 
of  2019 for involvement in similar ATM 
thefts,” Nethery said in a news release to 
media. 

The investigation is ongoing at this time, 
he said.

Suspects were identified as Demontrey 
Zendejas and Danzell Porter of  Houston, 
Nethery reported.

Both Zendejas and Porter were taken 
into custody and transported to the city jail, 

he added.
Charges will include attempted theft, a 

third-degree felony offense punishable by 
up to 10 years in prison and a $10,000 fine.

“These individuals came to our city with 
the intent to victimize our citizens and busi-
nesses and they’ve made a career of  it”, said 
Rosenberg Police Chief  Jonathan White. 

“This is an organized group of  indi-
viduals who are moving around our state 
committing crimes and it’s time they are 
held accountable. Anyone with informa-
tion about this group should contact Crime 
Stoppers and get paid for that information.”

Anyone with information regarding a 
crime is encouraged to contact Fort Bend 
County Crime Stoppers at 281-342-TIPS 
(8477). 

Rosenberg police nab 
suspected ATM thieves

Danzell 
Porter

Demontrey 
Zendejas

Benefit bingo
Hispanic  Heritage  Forum will spon-

sor a scholarship bingo at Stardust  Event 
Center on Sunday, Sept. 8, from 2 to 5 p.m. 
$20. for 25 games, fun, food and great priz-
es. Everyone invited.

Church fundraiser
Members of  St. Paul Lutheran Church 

in Wallis are preparing for their annual 
fundraiser on Sunday, Sept. 8. The benefit 
will include a chicken fried chicken din-
ner for $10 and a huge silent auction to 
raise money for Lutheran Missions.  The 
fundraiser will be held at the Columbus 
Club Hall, formerly called Knights of  Co-
lumbus Hall, 703 Columbus Road in Wal-
lis, just around the corner from St. Paul’s.   
The dine-in or take-out meal will include 
chicken fried chicken and gravy, buttered 
potatoes, green beans, coleslaw, and iced 
tea, with pastries sold separately.   Serv-
ing time is from 11 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.   

Citywide Garage Sale
Needville’s Citywide Garage Sale 

will be on Saturday Sept. 21 and Sunday 
Sept. 22. The annual event will kick off  at 
8 a.m., rain or shine. The garage sale will 
feature more than 100 locations around 
town and maps will be available at each 
location. Patrons are advised to be aware 
of  their surroundings and watch for one-
way streets.

Sixth-grader Shelby Olmeda is the Needville Middle School 

Artist of the Week for Sept. 6. Her colored pencil work is 

titled “Zentangle Animals.”

Artist of the Week

Lamar Consolidated ...52

Brazoswood ............6

Ganado ..................49

Brazos ......................6

Needville ...............35

St. Thomas .............34

Marshall .................19

Hightower ...............0

Hargrave ................42

Fulshear ..................  7

Kempner ................35

Alvin .........................0

East Bernard ..........49

Hitchcock ................12

Clements................49

Spring Woods ..........0


