
BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

As the Texas House District 28 runoff  
election campaign reaches its final few 
weeks, Democratic power brokers are try-
ing to give Dr. Eliz Markowitz a final boost 
by after the Republican candidate, Gary 
Gates.

The Texas Democratic Party released 
a statement calling Gates “a credibly-al-
leged child abuser” and compared him to 
failed Alabama senatorial candidate Roy 
Moore.

“Gary Gates’ alleged actions are sick-
ening,” TDP executive director Manny 
Garcia said in a statement. “Child abus-
ers are unfit to serve in the Texas Legis-

lature. Period. This goes beyond politics 
and partisanship. This is a vote about 
what’s right and what’s wrong.”

This comes after Forward Majority, a 

liberal super PAC, released a television ad 
accusing Gates of  mistreating his foster 
children and spending money to shield 
himself  from investigations.

The ad focuses on when Child Protec-
tive Services investigated Gates and his 
wife, Melissa, in 2000 for negligence. The 
case was later dropped.
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I wait for the Lord more than watch-

men wait for the morning.

Psalm 130:6

Pastor Benjamin Davis with Penta-
cosal Church of  Rosenberg praying for 
our troops, President Trump and our 
country last night at prayer meeting...

Rick Kristynik hopeful for a Hous-
ton Texans win this weekend against 
Kansas City...

Kate Hartman feeling better after 
a tough battle with four wisdom teeth 
removed last week ... Bernadine Wlec-

zyk getting encouragement to jump 
in her truck and see friends in Rosen-
berg...A big thank you to Clarence Lo-

pez for his help ... Jennifer Polichino 
enjoying her last few days before going 
to college. Her mom Ruby starting her 
keto diet by Googling “Keto Diet?” on-
line...

Jayden Pradia excited to start his 
driver’s ed course...Hailey Willey excit-
ed about the “Mighty Mice” returning 
from the International Space Station... 

Mary Martinez Trevino, 83

“Anxiety never yet successfully 

bridged over any chasm.” 

— Giovanni Ruffini, Italian writer 

(1807-1881)

— BH
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Listen closely
Albert Einstein and Charlie Chaplin 

had a conversation:

Albert: “What I admire most about 

your art is its universality. You do not say 

a word, yet the world understands you.”

Charlie: “It’s true. But your fame is 

even greater. The world admires you al-

though nobody understands you.”

Good Afternoon
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Thought for Today

Citywide garage sale
The sixth annual Beasley Citywide 

Garage Sale will begin at 8 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 29. Participation is free. To get in-
volved, email BeasleyGarageSale@gmail.
com.

German Society
The Fort Bend Chapter of  the Texas 

German Society will have a planning 
meeting on Tuesday, Jan.14, at 6 p.m. at the 
Albert George Branch Library, 9230 Gene, 
Needville. For more information, call 281-
342-8243.

Beauty & The Beast
The Ranger Stage Co. will perform 

“Beauty and the Beast” at 7 p.m. Jan. 16-18 
in the high school auditorium.  Tickets to 
both events available at RangerStageCom-
pany.weebly.com.

Miss Fort Bend pageant
The Miss Fort Bend County and Miss 

Katy Scholarship Pageant, an official pre-
liminary to Miss Texas America and the 
Miss America Pageant is currently seek-
ing contestants for the 2020 pageant. The 
pageant is open to young women ages 18-
25 for the Miss and the Outstanding Teen 
Pageant ages are 13-17. Call 832-437-3345 
for more information.

The Czech Heritage Society of  Fort 
Bend County will host its annual soup 
tasting supper from 5-8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 
31, at the Knights of  Columbus Hall in 
Needville, located at 13631 SH 26 South.

Featured soups include sauerkraut, 
chicken noodle, vegetable beef, potato and 
gulash.

Meal includes salad, bread sticks, 

crackers, tea and coffee.
Cost is $8 per person. 
Czech pastries and deserts available.
A drawing for a raffle prize will be held 

at 7 p.m.
The soup supper is the Czech Heritage 

Society’s largest fundraiser of  the year 
and proceeds benefit Czech Heritage So-
ciety projects.

 The fifth annual Fiesta at 
First is being held on Friday, 
Feb. 7, at First United Meth-
odist Church in Rosenberg.  

This annual event fea-
tures a Mexican food dinner 
from Bob’s Tacos; entertain-
ment provided by musician 
John Amar; live and silent 
auctions.  

Auction items, including 
a custom-built fire pit, are 
gathered throughout the 
year.

 Tickets for the event are 
$15 each (pre-sale only) and 
can be purchased at First 
United Methodist Church 
office, 1127 Third St., or by 
calling 281-342-3333.

The public is invited to the annual 
Lamar Day festivities  scheduled for Fri-
day, Jan. 24, beginning at 10:30 a.m. at the 
grave site of  Mirabeau B. Lamar in Rich-
mond’s historic Morton Cemetery. The 
memory of  the San Jacinto warrior, pres-

ident of  the Republic of  Texas and Father 
of  Texas Education will be honored by 
historical, heritage and fraternal groups 
plus Fort Bend County government, the 
city of  Richmond and Lamar CISD musi-
cians.  Attendance is free.

The 21st annual Leroy Miksch Se-
nior Citizen Fun Day Fundraiser will 
be held on Sunday, Jan. 26.  

The event will take place at Knights 
of  Columbus Hall, located on SH 36 in 
Needville. 

The home-cooked meal of  fried 
chicken, buttered potatoes, green 
beans, dessert, tea, and a roll will be 
served.   Plates cost $10 and serving 
begins at 10:30 a.m. 

There is also a quilt raffle, basket 
raffle, pastry sale, silent auction, and 
a live auction.   Dining music will be 
provided by Mark Stryk.  

For more details phone Chris Jan-
icek at 281-468-9314.

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

The majority of  Rosenberg City Coun-
cil members want to put a cap on the 
city’s spending.

They just aren’t sure how to go about it.
At Tuesday’s meeting, council mem-

bers spent the better part of  an hour dis-
cussing possible charter amendments to 
be presented to council for possible place-
ment on the May 2020 election ballot.

Six of  the seven proposed propositions 

were approved by council.
Listed are the following changes:

 ■ Eliminate staggered terms. Council 
would hold elections on even-numbered 
years.

 ■ Limit terms. No elected official could 
serve for more than a combined total of  
five consecutive terms.

 ■ Increase pay. Council members 
would make $400 a month and the mayor 
would make $500. Currently, council mem-
bers make $200 and the mayor makes $300.

 ■ Police chief  personnel oversight. 

The chief  of  police would have the power 
to appoint, discharge and remove all sub-
ordinate department personnel. Current-
ly, this is under council’s discretion.

 ■ Election amendments. Elections 
could be held in either May or November. 
Under city charter, elections can only be 
held in May.

 ■ Oaths of  office. Council members 
would take their oaths of  office immedi-
ately after canvassing the election. The 
mayor would take the oath of  office imme-
diately after canvassing the election.

 ■ The seventh proposition, which was 
not voted on is:

 ■ Borrowing cap. Council could not 
borrow more than $1 million without vot-
er approval.

The last proposition was brought to 
council by Mayor Bill Benton.

“This is probably one of  the most im-
portant things that we’ve considered,” 
Benton began. “The problem is debt and 
apathy.

HERALD PHOTO BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY

John L. Anders Jr. takes a photo of younger brother Tim Anders and nephew John P. 

Anders prior to Tuesday night’s Rosenberg City Council meeting. Tim was appointed 

to replace Lisa Wallingford as representative of District 3. His nephew John, an aide to 

Congressman Pete Olson, is a member of the city’s planning commission.

Proud to serve
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Terry High School cheerleaders take a break to grab some snacks and drinks before the start of Tuesday 

night’s varsity home game. From left are sophomore Kamrin Sosa, sophomore Bibi Alicea, junior Daniela De 

Santiago, junior Aleen Sanchez and junior Sydney Wallace.

Smiles all around

Council OKs 6 of 7 election propositions

SEE COUNCIL, PAGE  5A

Texas Democrats attack Gates as 
‘child abuser’ as HD 28 race heats up

The Texas Tribune details 

the accusations against 

Gates and his yearslong 

battle with CPS. Page B1

SEE GATES, PAGE  5A

Eliz
Markowitz

Gary
Gates

Senior Citizens 
Fun Day takes 
place on Jan. 26

No hint Trump 
will attack Iran

Annual Czech Society soup 
supper benefit set for Jan. 31

Lamar Day ceremony coming Jan. 24

Fiesta At First happens Feb. 7

 David Brown and daughters Rebecca and Pamela 

built a custom fire pit that will be auction package 

that will be auctioned off during the Fiesta at First. 

BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY
swilley@fbherald.com

Hours after Iran rained missiles on U.S. fa-
cilities in Iraq, President Donald Trump told 
a world audience he welcomed peace with 
Iran but warned of  retaliation if  further at-
tacks occur.

Speaking from the foyer of  the White 
House, Trump said no Americans were 
harmed in the missile attacks and damage of  
facilities was minimal.

He attributed the small impact to an ear-
ly warning missile system that warned U.S. 
troops to take cover.

Trump said Iran appears to be standing 
down, “which is a good thing for all parties 
concerned and for the world.”

Still, Trump labeled Iran as a leading ter-

rorist nation bent on developing a nuclear 
weapon.

“We will never let that happen,” he 
pledged.

He defended his targeted killing last week 
of  Gen. Qassem Soleimani, the head of  Iran’s 
elite Quds Force. 

He said Americans should be “extremely 
grateful and happy” with the death of  Solei-
mani, “whose hands were drenched in Amer-
ican blood.”

“We took decisive action to stop a ruthless 
terrorist from taking more American lives,” 
he said, adding he would immediately im-
pose further economic sanctions on Iran.

He welcomed Iran to join the rest of  the 
community of  nations, but said it must first 
“abandon its nuclear ambitions and its sup-
port for terrorism.”

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

At the Rosenberg Develop-
ment Corp. meeting Wednesday, 
board members will review an 
update on the Village Crossing 
development.

The meeting will begin at 
5:30 p.m. at the Rosenberg Civic 
& Convention Center, 3825 SH 
36.

In January 2018, the RDC en-
tered into an agreement with 
Village Crossing that included 
the extension of  Airport Ave-
nue from FM 2218 to U.S. 59 and 
related water, sanitary sewer, 
and storm sewer utilities.

Per the agreement, the RDC 
would design and construct the 
improvements to Airport Av-
enue contingent upon certain 
requirements being met with-

in two years of  the agreement 
date:

The developer was to con-
vey an 80-foot right-of-way for 
Airport Avenue from FM 2218 
to I-69 in fee, and provide ease-
ments for utility extensions, 
which will be completed upon 
council approval;

Developer was to obtain a 
TxDOT permit to allow access 
for Airport Avenue off  U.S. 59, 
which was obtained in April 
2019;

Developer was to prepare and 
submit deed restrictions to the 
RDC for approval, approved in 
August 2019; and

Developer was to record plat 
which reflects the street right-
of-way and either plat or dedi-
cate other needed easements. 

RDC to review update on 
Village Crossing project

SEE RDC, PAGE  B1


