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FOOTBALL

Travis battles Ridge Point for 

district title; see Sports

Winners have simply formed the habit 

of  doing what losers don’t want to do — 

Albert Gray

University of  Arkansas at Little Rock 
student-athlete Logan Pate of  Rich-
mond, Texas, finished among the individ-
ual Top 10 at the competitive Trinity For-
est Invitational held this fall in Dallas....

Henri Lewis “Lucky” Webb, 59
Mary Ann Dancy, 75

“No persons are more frequently 

wrong, than those who will not admit 

they are wrong.” 

— Francois, Duc de la Rochefoucauld, 

French moralist (1613-1680)

— BH
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Good habits

(God) cuts off  every branch in me that 

bears no fruit, while every branch that 

does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be 

even more fruitful.

John 15:2

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Obituaries

Today’s Scripture

Thought for Today

Grow Your Own!
The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Service in Fort Bend County, along with 
the Fort Bend County Master Gardeners 
will host the final Grow Your Own class-
es for 2019 on Saturday, Oct. 19, from 9-11 
a.m.; check-in starts at 8:30 a.m. at the Bud 
O’Shields Community Center, 1330 Band 
Road in Rosenberg. The cost is $15 per 
participant.  

Talent show
Always certain to provide plenty of  

entertainment, the Needville Harvest 
Festival Talent Contest begins at 9 a.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 19, on the main stage in the 
pavilion at Harvest Park, 3001 Violet St.

Polka church service
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1208 Fifth 

St. in Rosenberg will host its annual Pol-
ka Worship Service on Sunday, Oct. 27, 
beginning at 9:30 a.m.  Get the morning 
started with some good ol’ toe-tappin’ 
polka music during worship and top it 
off  with a German meal of  sausage and 
sauerkraut.

Adult lunch & learn
Fort Bend County Libraries’ Bob Lutts 

Fulshear/Simonton Branch Library will 
present a special Adult Lunch & Learn 
program by the Houston Museum of  
Natural Science on “Texas Wildlife” on 
Wednesday, Oct. 23, beginning at 12:30 
p.m., in the Meeting Room of  the library, 
located at 8100 FM 359 South in Fulshear. 
Lunch will be provided.

Dia de los Muertos
In recognition of  Día de los Muertos 

(Day of  the Dead), Fort Bend County Li-
braries’ Albert George Branch Library 
will have a special craft activity for teens 
in grades 9 through 12 on Tuesday, Oct. 
29, beginning at 6:30 p.m., in the Meeting 
Room of  the library, located at 9230 Gene 
St. in Needville.

SKYWARN training
Fort Bend County is offering ad-

vanced Severe Weather Spotter Training 
(SKYWARN) Wednesday, Oct. 23, at Gus 
George Law Enforcement Academy This 
free training requires basic spotter train-
ing sessions be completed.

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

The city of  Rosenberg is taking a 
“paws” on its annual Bark in the Park 
event, at least for a few months.

But it’s for a good reason.
This and more were discussed at the 

October Rosenberg Development Corp. 
meeting.

Tourism and Main Street Manager 
Jackie Wehring discussed the direction 
of  the Main Street Program and its up-
coming events.

“There used to be an event downtown 
called Bark in the Park,” Wehring told the 
RDC members.

“Now that Seabourne Creek Nature 
Park is dog-friendly, we have decided to 
move forward to have Bark in the Park in 
the park in March 2020.

“I’ve talked to (Rosenberg Parks and 
Recreation Director) Darren McCarthy. 
He said, ‘absolutely, let’s get the ball roll-
ing.’

“We’re going to put something togeth-
er for that and we will also partner with 
the Rosenberg Animal Shelter.”

In July, Rosenberg city council mem-
bers unanimously agreed to revise the 
policy that prohibits dogs in certain city 

parks, allowing for a leashed area in Sea-
bourne Creek Nature Park, 3831 SH 36.

McCarthy said the nature center area 
of  Seabourne, which is made up of  130 
acres, is used for the dog park.

RDC secretary John Herne asked what 
Bark in the Park is.

Bark in the Park started as an activi-
ty in conjunction with the Autumn Arts 
Festival held in downtown Rosenberg.

In the past, the festival has included a 
morning dog parade, costume contests 
and owner-dog look-alike contests, and a 
dog training demonstration.

“We’re also thinking of  doing guided 
nature walks where people can learn the 
trail system with their dogs,” Wehring 
said.

“We want to bring people out here to 
enjoy this park. It is a really nice place to 
visit and it will get folks out here to take 
advantage of  the scenic views.”

Wehring also updated the board about 
a small business training session in No-
vember and Shop Small Saturday, an 
event set to occur downtown on Nov. 30.

This event falls on the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving.

The next Rosenberg Development 
Corp. meeting will be held Wednesday, 
Nov. 13 at 5:30 p.m.

Rosenberg’s Bark in the 
Park set for March 2020
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TIARA TIME AGAIN!
9 teens compete for Harvest Fest Queen title

Hannah 
Elster

Nine young ladies are vying for 
the title of  2019 Needville Harvest 
Fest Queen, with the winner set to be 
crowned in ceremonies that begin at 
2:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 19, at Harvest 
Park.

Queen contestants are selling raffle 
tickets for $10, with a John Deere 4x4 
Gator as top prize and a John Deere 48-
inch zero-turn mower as second prize. 
Third prize is a $500 gift certificate, 
and $250 gift certificates will be award-
ed for fourth and fifth prizes.

Raffle tickets are also available from 
any Little Miss or Mr. candidate and 
at several businesses in the Needville 
area.

This year’s Harvest Fest queen will 
receive a $1,000 scholarship to help 
cover college costs.

Four runners-up will also be named, 
and each contestant will receive an ap-
preciation gift for participating in the 
Queen’s Contest.

This year’s hopefuls are Alyssa Re-
nae Cornejo, Treasure Ellerbe, Han-
nah Michele Elster, Jenna Lindemann, 
Jillian Renee Murphy, Desiree Ojeda, 
Hayley Nicol Patton, Bailie Eileen Pitt-
man and Kyla Wieghat.

Contestants must be residents of  
Needville, between the ages of  15 and 
19, and are judged on individual and 
stage interviews.

They are each required to sell a 
minimum of  50 raffle drawing tickets, 
with the contestant who sells the most 
receiving a percentage of  what she 
sells.

SEE HARVEST FEST, PAGE  6A

Fort Bend County sheriff’s deputies con-
tinue to search for the driver of  a pickup 
truck who fled the scene of  an accident in-
volving a Lamar Consolidated ISD school 
bus on Monday afternoon.

Deputies said the bus driver was trans-
ported to an area hospital for non-life 
threatening injuries. Only one student was 
on the bus at the time of  the collision and 
was unhurt, according to the sheriff’s de-
partment.

Authorities said the driver of  the pickup 
truck took off  on foot after the accident and 

was still at large Tuesday.
Sheriff’s investigators located the truck 

owner via license plate registration, and 
the owner said the truck had been loaned to 
another person.

The truck’s owner is cooperating with 
investigators to locate the driver, the sher-
iff’s office reported. The pickup driver was 
responsible for the accident, authorities 
reported.

The collision occured on McCrary Road, 
located in and unincorporated area of  Fort 
Bend County north of  FM 359.

A pickup truck crossed the center line on McCrary Road and collided with a Lamar CISD 

school bus on Monday, Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Office reported. The bus driver was 

injured and taken to a hospital and the sole student onboard was uninjured. The truck 

driver fled on foot, deputies said.

Pickup collides with 
LCISD school bus
Bus driver taken to hospital with minor 
injuries; pickup truck driver flees on foot

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

Texian Market Days takes place in two 
weeks, but despite half  the council’s best 
efforts, the city of  Rosenberg will not pro-
vide funding for the event.

At the Rosenberg City Council meet-
ing Tuesday, council declined to allocate 
$3,000 to The Fort Bend History Associa-
tion for marketing related to the Texian 
Market Days.

Before discussion began, Rosenberg 
resident Alice Jozwiak spoke against the 
item.

“My question is what (is The Fort Bend 
History Association) doing for Rosen-
berg?” Jozwiak asked. “Because we have 
never received any funding from Rich-
mond or this group.

“Traditionally, these funds have been 
used to benefit the downtown area. I’m 
embarrassed that they would even come 
to our committee and ask for money. It’s 
ridiculous.

“The money we make in Rosenberg 
should stay here in Rosenberg and benefit 
our downtown area.”

Mayor Bill Benton asked how The Fort 

Bend History Association knew to come 
and ask the city for funds.

According to Interim Economic Devel-
opment Director Jeremy Heath, when the 
city put out a public notice about the HOT 
funds, The Fort Bend History Association 
was one of  the first groups to contact the 
city in response.

HOT funds are derived from the tax 
paid by customers of  hotels.

Hal Ben Grady, Terry Turney, John 
Herne, council member Lisa Wallingford 
and Benton sit on the HOT committee.

Wallingford asked Heath to remind 
her how discussion went during the HOT 
committee meeting.

“The discussion ended around the size 
of  the event and the fact that it draws peo-
ple from outside the region,” Heath ex-
plained. “There is a possibility that some 
of  those people would spend money in 
Rosenberg.”

Wallingford clarified that Texian Mar-
ket Days is a one-day event and wouldn’t 
likely bring people to stay in Rosenberg 
overnight.

Council members Isaac Davila and 
Kevin Raines said they were against giv-

Rosenberg council 
declines to help 
Texian Market Days

SEE COUNCIL, PAGE 8A

Fort Bend County Judge KP George blasted Texas House Speaker 
Dennis Bonnen for boasting in an audio tape that city and county 
officials would face his wrath if  they came to Austin.

 “The Texas Legislature created local government to meet 
the needs of  everyday Texans when the stroke of  a pen in Austin 
couldn’t,” George said Tuesday after the audio tape was released to 
the media. 

“Local government employs paramedics, police officers, and thou-
sands more hard-working public employees. We know what our resi-
dents need because we live here. 

“House Speaker Bonnen should know better than to gloat about 
his crusade to concentrate power in Austin by attacking the closest 
form of  government to the people, our cities and counties.”

Bonnen came under fire earlier this year when a conservative ac-
tivist accused him of  wanting fellow Republicans who didn’t toe the 
party line defeated in upcoming elections.

One of  those fellow Republicans on Bonnen’s “hit list” is state 
Rep. Phil Stephenson of  Wharton.

On the hour-long audio tape, Bonnen called a female lawmaker 
“vile” and said President Donald Trump is “killing us” in pivotal 
races.

Democrats filed a lawsuit accusing Bonnen of  breaking campaign 
finance laws during the June meeting with the head of  a conserva-
tive group called Empower Texans, which has spent lavishly in pur-
suit of  pulling the Legislature far to the right on issues such as abor-
tion and guns.

The meeting was secretly recorded and released by Empower Tex-
ans CEO Michael Quinn Sullivan, who said he surreptitiously re-
corded the meeting held at Bonnen’s Capitol office to protect himself. 

Bonnen sought to drive out moderate GOP members who he saw 
as standing in the way of  his agenda.

On the audio tape Bonnen can be heard discussing his views on 
city and county officials who opposed his cap on property tax rev-
enue.

“In this office and in the conference room on that end, any mayor, 
county judge that was dumb ass enough to come meet with me, I told 
them with great clarity: My goal is for this to be the worst session in 
the history of  the Legislature for cities and counties.”

The Associated Press contributed to this report.

Fort Bend County 
judge lashes out 
at House Speaker 

The Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Citi-
zens Academy Alumni Association will 
host a chicken fried steak or chicken 
fried chicken fundraiser from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 17, in front of  the Gus 

George Law Enforcement Academy, 1521 
Eugene Heimann Circle in Richmond.

Cost is $9 per plate of  chicken fried 
steak, or chicken fried chicken with pota-
toes, green beans, and homemade bread. 

Chicken fried steak/chicken fundraiser set for Thursday
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Lamar Consolidated High School Fillie Arianna Joseph shows “Future Fillies” Riley Her-

nandez (blue hairbow) and Nyla Osei (white hairbow) a routine during the halftime per-

formance at Saturday’s game between the Mustangs and A&M Consolidated Tigers at 

Traylor Stadium in Rosenberg.

Training Little Fillies


