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“Blessed are the mothers of  the Earth. 

They combine the practical and the spir-

itual into the workable way of  human 

life.” — William Stinger

Mackenzie Smith of  Richmond ex-
cited to be named to the Hesston College 
Honor Roll for the spring 2019 semester ...

“As far as we can discern, the sole pur-

pose of  human existence is to kindle a 

light in the darkness of  mere being.” 

— Carl Jung (1875-1961)

— BH
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Blessed are mothers

Peter got down out of  the boat, walked 

on the water and came toward Jesus. But 

when he saw the wind, he was afraid 

and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, 

save me!”

Matthew 14:29-30

Good Afternoon
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BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

June 6 isn’t just another summer day for 
Rosenberg resident Robert Fagan.

It’s the anniversary of  the day he and 
other United States Army combat engineers 
removed underwater 
mines on a Normandy 
beach.

At the Rosenberg 
City Council meeting 
Tuesday, Mayor Bill 
Benton presented a cer-
tificate of  recognition 
to Fagan for his dedi-
cated military service 
in World War II.

“This week is the 
75th anniversary of  the 
D-Day invasion,” Ben-
ton began.

“And the D-Day invasion was very cru-
cial to not just military history, but Ameri-
can military history.

“Without us winning that battle, without 
the Americans and our allies, we could not 
have liberated Europe and defeated the Ger-
man army.

“Well, Bob was a part of  that battle.”
He was among the thousands who 

stormed the beaches at Normandy on D-Day 
and survived to tell the tale.

“He was an engineer. And the engineers 
were crucial to the landing of  forces coming 
ashore on Utah Beach,” Benton continued.

“He served bravely. There’s not too many 

folks left (who served in World War II) and 
very few that live in the city.”

Fagan said he joined the Army after high 
school and served in the military police for 
the first 11 months.

Fagan, who served three years, one 
month and 21 days in the U.S. Army, is now 
96.

Among the many honors Fagan re-
ceived while serving were a Purple Heart, 
a Unit Citation for the European Theater, 
an American Campaign Medal and a Unit 
Citation for Bravery on Normandy Beach 
during D-Day.

Read Fagan’s gripping account of  D-Day 

on Page B2 in today’s Herald.

D-Day vet honored by 
Rosenberg council

Movies on Morton Street
The city of  Richmond’s Movies on 

Morton Street free outdoor film features 
“Selena”  set for Friday night has been 
canceled because of  rain. The movie will 
rescheduled for a later date. The monthly 
movies are shown in front of  city hall. Ro-
tary club of  Richmond will provide free 
popcorn and Access Health Community 
Health will provide water and lemonade. 

Black Heritage Society
The Fort Bend Black Heritage Society 

is seeking volunteers to help beautify the 
historic Byrd Cemetery, 310 Blume Road 
in Rosenberg, on Saturday, June 8, from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. The group needs weed eat-
ers and lawn supplies. Snacks and drinks 
provided. Community service forms will 
be available. Call 832-877-2756 for more in-
formation.

Beasley VFD fundraiser
The Beasley Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment will hold its annual barbecue and 
auction fundraiser on Sunday, July 21, be-
ginning at 11 a.m. at St. Wenceslaus Cath-
olic Church. Proceeds will go towards 
replacing obsolete equipment. Everyone 
is invited to attend. Anyone wishing to do-
nate auction items and pastry items can 
bring them to the fire station on Saturday, 
July 20, or Sunday, July 21. For more in-
formation, call George Beran 281-725-8767.

Travis Elementary School kindergartners attend the campus’ commencement ceremony this week. The students will be first-graders 

this fall.

Kindergarten graduation

Robert “Bob” 
Fagan

The Richmond Fire Department 
has dedicated the Month of  June 2019 
as “International Safety Stand Down 
Month.” Safety Stand Down is a joint 
initiative created by the International 
Association of  Fire Chiefs and the Na-
tional Volunteer Fire Council.

The annual event, typically imple-
mented from June 16-22, encourages 
departments across the country to sus-

pend all non-emergency activities, such 
as maintenance and administration, for 
six days.

However, sine the Richmond Fire De-
partment is implementing the recom-
mended safety training over a month 
the department’s maintenance sched-
ule will remain uninterrupted.

In place of  a department’s daily du-
ties, the IAFC recommends agencies 

implement various training modules 
and education classes designed to bring 
awareness and action to safety and 
health to reduce the number of  prevent-
able injuries and deaths.

One of  the most prominent health 
risks firefighters face is cancer, accord-
ing to the IAFC’s Lavender Ribbon 
Report. To address firefighters’ high 
environmental health risks the IAFC 

has adopted “Reduce Your Exposure: 
It’s Everyone’s Responsibility” as the 
theme of  this year’s Safety Stand Down.

In keeping with this year’s theme, 
much of  the education and training of-
fered to fire departments is focused on 
reducing occupational cancer risks and 
protecting firefighters and the public 
from the carcinogenic byproducts of  
fire.

Richmond FD declares June Safety Stand Down Month

Tiny dancers in traditional Czech dresses show off their polka dancing skills at last 

year’s Kolache Klobase Festival. This year’s festival is Saturday.

The 29th annual Czech Kolache 
Klobase Festival is scheduled for Sat-
urday, June 8, at Riverside Hall in East 
Bernard.   

“This event brings people together 
to enjoy good music, good food and to 
celebrate ethnic heritage and culture,” 
organizers say.  

Beginning at 10:30 a.m. and continu-
ing nonstop until 8 p.m., this year’s fes-
tival again features a first-rate lineup of  
entertainers.  

This year’s entertainers include the 
Ennis Czech Boys, Czech & Then Some, 
Dujka Bros., Red Ravens, Texas Sound 
Check  and The Road Company. 

There will again be a three-band con-
cert at 4:30 p.m. inside the hall featuring 
Czech & Then Some, Dujka Bros. and 
Red Ravens.   

Dancers are also on the program 
this year— students from the A Time to 
Dance Studio.  

Festival admission is $8 per person.  
Children 12 and under free. 

 The admission fee covers all enter-
tainment and music provided by bands 
and entertainers in the hall and out-
doors in the pavilion.  

Kolache Klobase 
Festival is Saturday

SEE FESTIVAL, PAGE  10A

The Texas Department of  Transporta-
tion will close a portion of  U.S. 59 North in 
Fort Bend County.

The inside lane of  U.S. 59 North from 
Kroesche Road to Bamore Road in Rosen-
berg will be closed daily, excluding Sun-
days, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through Satur-
day, June 8.

The inside lane of  U.S. 59 northbound 
from Cottonwood Church Road to Bamore 
Road in Rosenberg will be closed daily, 
excluding Sundays, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
through Saturday, June 15.

The turnaround at the U.S. 59 south-
bound frontage road at the Brazos River 
will remain closed due to washout through 
Dec. 31.

The northbound entrance ramp from 
FM-360/Spur 540 in Beasley will remain 
closed until further notice. Motorists are 
advised to use the northbound entrance 
ramp from Isleib Road.

The U.S.-90A eastbound and westbound 
lanes from Spur 10/Patton Road to FM-
1952/Taverner Road in Rosenberg/Tavern-
er will be closed continuously until 5 p.m., 
Tuesday, Sept. 3. 

Local residents who need access to U.S.-
90A between Patton Road and Marrick 
Road are advised to use Randon School 
Road to Marick Road, then west on U.S.-
90A to Beasley West End Road, south on 
Beasley West End Road, and southwest on 
Drachenberg Road to FM-1875. 

This route is the only way local traffic 
will have access to a small portion of  U.S.-
90A between Spencer road and FM-1875.

The intersection of  FM 2759/Crabb 
River Road and FM 762 will be completely 
closed from 8 p.m. Friday, June 7, to 5 a.m. 
Monday, June 10, to allow construction 
crews to pour asphalt. 

Officers from the Richmond Police De-
partment will assist in rerouting all traffic.

TxDOT announces 
multiple road closures

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County Commissioners on 
Tuesday approved an agreement to give the 
cities of  Rosenberg, Richmond and Kendle-
ton federal funds for improvements to water 
lines and sidewalks.

The funds come from a Community De-
velopment Block Grant, approved by the 
U.S. government through the Department 
of  Housing and Urban Development, total-
ing $879,300. 

The commissioners initially approved 
the funds last July as part of  the Consolidat-
ed Annual Action Plan.

Rosenberg will use $360,000 of  its grant 

money to build 900 feet of  a water line and 
725 feet for a sewer line in an area in the 
north part of  town near the Brazos River.

The city of  Richmond will use $250,000 
of  grant funds to build 1,100 feet of  storm 
drainage and sidewalk improvements along 
Collins Road from Preston Street to George 
Park Road.

Kendleton will spend $269,300 for wa-
ter system improvements along First and 
Crawford streets.

Commissioners also approved an agree-
ment with the Houston-Galveston Area 
Council to receive grant funds of  $18,500 in 
support of  mental health assessment and 
therapy for those placed at the juvenile pro-
bation program.

Curious about the game Dungeons and 
Dragons? 

Hang out at the library with a fun, open 
group of  gaming enthusiasts to experience 
an adventure through campaigns and one-
shots in the popular Dungeons & Dragons 
fantasy, tabletop, role-playing game.

Fort Bend County Libraries’ George 
Memorial Library will have a Summer 
Dungeons & Dragons event on Saturday, 
June 15, from 2-4 p.m., in Room 2B of  the 
library, located at 1001 Golfview Drive in 
Richmond.

Gamers of  all experience levels – from 
beginners to veterans — are invited to 
stretch their imaginations and practice 
their problem-solving skills while meet-
ing and socializing with others who enjoy 
role-playing games.

Characters will be available for use, but 
participants may bring their own charac-
ter as long as they are level 1. Dice will be 
provided.

The event is free, but seating is limited 
and reservations are required. Register on-
line at www.fortbend.lib.tx.us or by calling 
the library at 281-341-2604.

Library to host 
‘Dungeons & 
Dragons’ event

Commissioners approve federal 
money for Richmond, Rosenberg

American Legion Post 271 and Aux-
iliary will meet on Thursday, June 6. at 
the Post Home, 4520 SH36 South. A cov-

ered dish meal will be served to mem-
bers at 6:30 p.m. followed by meetings 
at 7:30 p.m. Call 281-341-9966 for details.

American Legion Post to meet at 6:30 p.m.

MLB DRAFT

Foster’s Morgan drafted by 

Mariners; see Sports
The Literacy Council will host its 

10th annual Great Grown-Up Spell-
ing Bee from 6:30-8:30 p.m. on Thurs-

day, Sept. 12, at Quail Valley Golf  
Course & City Centre. Teams should 
begin practicing at this time.

10th annual Great Grown-up Spelling Bee set for Sept. 12


