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HIGH SCHOOL 
ATHLETICS 

Needville installs turf in old 

gym; see Sports

Don’t trust everything you see or read. 

Even salt looks like sugar. 

 Nathan Wilson, a freshman criminal 
justice major from Richmond, earning 
recognition on the Southern Arkansas 
University Dean’s List...

Kyrus Buchia of  Richmond, excit-
ed to earn a Bachelor of  Arts degree in 
business administration and criminal 
justice from Graceland University... Dan 

and Irma Cardenas showing off  grand-
baby wearing Astros PJs...

Madelynne Huerta is excited to 
spend the day with her favorite aunts: 
Jennifer Carlisle and Veronica Kres-

se...

Merle Esterak Galloway, 94

“If  all mankind minus one, were of  

one opinion, and only one person were 

of  the contrary opinion, mankind would 

be no more justified in silencing that 

one person, than he, if  he had the power, 

would be justified in silencing mankind.” 

— John Stuart Mill, English philosopher 

(1806-1873)

— BH

Page 3

7 286037 20032

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2020

Wish I’d said it

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 

forgiving one another, as God in Christ 

has forgiven you.

Ephesians 4:32

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Obituaries

Today’s Scripture

Thought for Today

Church stew sale
St. Paul Lutheran Church Men in 

Mission, 1208 Fifth Street, Rosenberg 
will be having its Congo Mission Stew 
and auction on Saturday, Feb. 1 from 4-7 
p.m. in the fellowship hall. Tickets are 
available at the church office- $10 each.

Beauty & The Beast
The Ranger Stage Co. will perform 

“Beauty and the Beast” at 7 p.m. Jan. 16-18 
in the high school auditorium.  Tickets to 
both events available at RangerStageCom-
pany.weebly.com.

Lions Club dinner & dance
The Rosenberg Lions Club will hold 

their annual fundraiser dinner and dance, 
Friday, Jan. 31, at the Milton Brenner 
VFW Hall, Post 3903 located at 1903 First 
St., SH 36 in Rosenberg. The tickets are $25 
presale and $30 at the door. 

Vet Connect Day
A veterans resource fair, dubbed “Vet 

Connect Day,” is scheduled for Saturday, 
Feb. 22, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the United 
Way Fort Bend Center,  12300 Parc Crest 
Dr., Stafford. The event was developed to 
better coordinate needed resources and 
services to Fort Bend County area veter-
ans and their families with the hope of  
assisting with unmet needs. 

Lamar Day 
The public is invited to the annual 

Lamar Day festivities  scheduled for Fri-
day, Jan. 24, beginning at 10:30 a.m. at the 
grave site of  Mirabeau B. Lamar in Rich-
mond’s historic Morton Cemetery.

Foster High School Theatre Club 
will perform “The Sound of  Music” 
on at 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 17, and Sat-
urday, Jan. 18, and at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 19, in Rogers Auditorium. 

Tickets are $12 for adults and $8 
for students. 

For tickets, go online to fhstx.
booktix.com or email kwilleby@
lcisd.org.

Foster High School theatre troupe to 
perform ‘Sound of Music’ Jan. 17-19

First United Methodist Church 
Rosenberg will sponsor its fifth an-
nual Fiesta at First fundraiser on Fri-
day, Feb. 7, in the education building 
of  First United Methodist Church in 
Rosenberg. 

Mexican food, entertainment, silent 

and live auctions will be part of  the fun 
evening starting at 6 p.m.  

Among the auction items is a hand-
made barbecue grill. 

Tickets are pre-sale only and can be 
obtained by calling the church office, 
281-342-3333.

FUMC Rosenberg fundraiser is Feb. 7

The first-ever meeting of  the Need-
ville Running Group will get together 
at 7 a.m.  Saturday, Jan.18, at Harvest 
Park in Needville for a two-mile run. 

Anyone can join. Organizers say 

the runs will be held each Saturday 
and will hopefully motivate people to 
become healthier and offer emotional 
support for those who need a buddy to 
push them. 

Needville Runners Group meets Saturday

City of  Richmond government offices 
will be closed Monday, Jan. 20, in obser-
vance of  Martin Luther King Jr. Day, a 
regularly scheduled holiday for city em-
ployees. 

Essential personnel remain available 
to handle critical city services. 

Call 281-342-5456 for more information. 

Fort Bend County photographer Amber Leung stopped by Travis Elementary School 

Monday to talk to third grade students about astrophotography. She discussed long 

exposure images, focus, and image processing. She also mentioned how she finds as-

tronomical objects, celestial events, and areas of the night sky. Leung’s photographs 

have appeared in the Fort Bend Herald newspaper, including this time-lapse photo of a 

rare eclipse that made the front page.

Learning about astrophotography

Sugar Land firefighter Sean Gutierrez 
has been named president of  the 2020 Fort 
Bend County Fair Association. 

He will serve as the 84th chief  executive 
of  the annual fair. 

“Sean is an absolute constant at the Fort 
Bend County Fair. From operating a forklift 
to the master of  ceremony duties, he has 
proven he can do it all,” said 2019 Fair Pres-
ident Marjie Pollard.

For over 27 years, Gutierrez has been vol-
unteering at the Fort Bend County Fair. 

He started with the American Red Cross 
and then went on to join the safety and med-
ical committees. 

For years, Gutierrez served as co-chair-
man of  the safety committee.

He joined the Fort Bend County Fair 
Board of  Directors in 2011 where he over-
saw the safety committee, clean up and set 
up. 

Year after year, he oversees pre-fair set 
up of  pens, banners and the transformation 
of  the fairgrounds. 

“During the fair days, Gutierrez contin-
ues to be the heartbeat of  staging, deliver-
ing, transporting, and troubleshooting of  
all events,” Pollard said.

“Year-round, Sean can be found greeting 
guests at the crawfish boil (fundraiser), be-
hind the mic helping announce at the Boots 
and Buckles Fishing tournament, on the 
squeeze gate at the steer tag in, or just about 
any fair event to help it run smooth.”

Gutierrez has been serving on the execu-
tive board for several years and continues to 
be active in the fair’s year-round operation.

In 2017, he was named the Texas Associ-
ation of  Fairs and Events “Volunteer of  the 
Year.”  The enormous honor recognizes all 
of  the fairs, rodeos, and events held around 
the state including the Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo, the State Fair of  Texas, 
and the San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo. 

Gutierrez earned the honor for his com-
mitment, dedication, and complete selfless-
ness when it comes to the work put into the 
Fort Bend County Fair, Pollard explained.

As president, Gutierrez has chosen “Vol-
unteers Make the Difference” to be his fair 
theme. 

“It is no surprise since President Gutier-
rez is a leader who leads by example,” Pol-
lard said.

“He saves his vacation time to be able to 
volunteer his knowledge, muscle, and hard 
work. His noble act of  volunteerism is a sta-
ple of  the fair’s 10-day run.”

As a high school student, he began vol-
unteering with the Missouri City Fire De-
partment. 

His dedication to serve and volunteer at 
the fire department left little time for him 
to raise livestock for the fair, but it ignited a 
career as a firefighter.

For 29 years, Gutierrez has been with the 
Sugar Land Fire Department. 

He and wife Barbara have two children 
and five grandbabies. 

The 2020 fair will run from Sept. 25 to 
Oct. 4.

Gutierrez named 2020 Fair president

The 2019 Fort Bend County Fair President 

Marjie Pollard and 2020 Fort Bend County 

Fair President Sean Gutierrez enjoy a mo-

ment at last year’s kick off dance.

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@

The family of  a special needs student 
is looking to hold Lamar Consolidated 
ISD accountable for what it called “abu-
sive” behavior by a teacher.

That family called a press conference 
at the LCISD administration building 
on Tuesday morning to address the be-
havior and call for the district to look 
into its treatment of  special needs stu-
dents.

Videos released by the family show 
a George Ranch High School teacher 
knocking over desks and chairs and tell-
ing the student to pick them up.

Another video showed a teacher in 
a hallway confronting a student, then 

the teacher making what appears to be 
a quick kicking motion in the direction 
of  the student.

LCISD put out a statement shortly 
after the videos were made public, say-
ing that the teacher in the videos was 
released by the district last year.

“Regina Thurston is no longer an em-
ployee with the District,” the statement 
read. “Upon learning of  this incident in 
December 2018, the District immediate-
ly placed Ms. Thurston on administra-
tive leave pending its investigation of  
the incident. Ms. Thurston subsequent-
ly resigned on Jan. 16, 2019. 

“Ms. Thurston was reported to the 
police and she is currently under inves-
tigation by the Texas Education Agen-
cy.”

Family alleges abuse of 
their special needs child
LCISD teacher resigned after incident

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

At the Rosenberg Planning Commis-
sion meeting Wednesday, commissioners 
may make changes to the future of  town-
house subdivisions in the city.

The commission meets on the third 
Wednesday of  the month at 5 p.m. in City 
Hall, 2110 Fourth St.

“There have been two or three (town-
house) developments in the last several 
years,” Community Development Direc-
tor Travis Tanner explained.

“There is a large townhouse subdivi-
sion in Brazos Town Center behind Target 

and there are a couple very small town-
house subdivisions that have been put in 
infill locations around town.

“There was one under consideration 
at the last meeting and, due to the small 
number of  these developments, that’s 
what caused the commission to think we 
might need to revisit the ordinance and 
make sure it’s what we want it to be for 
future developments in case we see a lot 
of  them.

“I think mostly we will be looking at the 
lot size regulations. I don’t think the city 
is pursuing or not pursuing townhouses; 
I think we are just reviewing the regula-
tions and seeing if  changes are necessary.”

Townhouse regulations were last modi-
fied by council in June.

Changes included:
Parking for townhouses and duplexes 

was made consistent with apartments/
multi-family for visitor parking (two 
parking spaces per dwelling unit plus an 
additional two spaces per unit for visitor 
parking); and

The townhouse street standards were 
made consistent with other types of  local 
streets. All townhouse lots must front on 
a public street with a minimum right-of-
way width of  60 feet and a minimum pave-
ment width of  30 feet, measured inside 
curb to curb.

“When those changes were made, like 
any regulations being changed, they only 
apply to future developments,” Tanner ex-
plained.

“Any existing development or devel-
opment that has been initially proposed 
before the regulations change is vested 
under the old ordinance.”

Rosenberg City Council member Jacob 
Balderas and Rosenberg residents George 
Zepeda, Pete Pavlovsky, John Anders, Ser-
gio Villagomez and Anthony Sulak serve 
on the commission.

Commission meetings are open to the 
public and citizens are encouraged to at-
tend.

Planning commission to discuss townhouse regulations

Fort Bend County Sheriff  Troy Nehls is 
crying foul after a judge reduced a felony 
charge against a man blamed for injuring a 
woman who later died.

Associate District Court Judge Don 
Bankston reduced 
the felony charge 
against Watts 
Vaughan, 49, of  
Richmond, to a mis-
demeanor assault, 
Nehls said Monday.

“(The woman) 
was unconscious 
and in critical con-
dition after being 
thrown from a mov-
ing car and the judge 
reduced charges to 
misdemeanor as-
sault,” Nehls said. “This is disgraceful and 
sadly becoming a trend with magistrates.” 

The tragedy occurred around 3:15 p.m. 
Jan. 9.

Deputies responded to an accident with 
injury call near the intersection of  Mor-
ton League Road and Rock Fence Drive in 
Pecan Grove, where they found a woman 
critically injured. 

Surveillance video revealed the victim, 
Tammy Jane Rehagen, 45, of  Richmond, 
lying on the ground, Nehls reported. Ne-
hls said the woman had apparently been 
thrown from the hood of  a moving vehicle. 

The vehicle was driven by Vaughan, Ne-
hls added.

Rehagen was airlifted to the hospital 
where she later died, Nehls said. 

Vaughan was arrested for driving while 
intoxicated and aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon, a first-degree felony offense 
punishable by up to life in prison and a 
$10,000 fine. 

 Due to the death of  the victim, charges 
will be refiled to manslaughter, Nehls said.

Manslaughter is a second-degree felony 
offense punishable by up to 20 years in pris-
on and a $10,000 fine. Nehls said.

Sheriff: Judge reduces 
charge against driver 
after woman dies

Watts 
Vaughan

Richmond city offices 
to close on MLK Day

The 2020 Houston Glass Show will be 
held Feb.14-16 at the Fort Bend Coun-
ty Fairgrounds. The show will include 
a variety of  glassware and pottery for 
sale. Vendors will be offering American 
brilliant cut glass, pattern glass, carni-
val glass, art glass, mid century modern 
glass, depression era glass and pottery.

Glass show returns to 
fairgrounds Feb. 14-16

Veterans who need legal advice or le-
gal assistance can visit a free legal clinic 
schedule d in Fort Bend County on Satur-
day, Jan.25.  

The clinic will be held at the Richmond 
VA Outpatient Clinic, 22001 U.S. 59, Suite 
200, Richmond, from 9 a.m. until noon. 

No appointment is necessary. 
The clinic is a public service of  the Fort 

Bend Lawyers Care, Fort Bend County Bar 
Association and Houston Bar Foundation’s 

Veterans Legal Initiative.
 Any veteran, or spouse of  a deceased 

veteran, can receive one-on-one advice 
and counsel at the clinic from a volunteer 
attorney in any area of  law, including fam-
ily, wills and probate, consumer, real estate 
and tax law, as well as disability and veter-
ans benefits. 

Recipients are asked to arrive by 4 p.m. 
to be seen. More information about the 
clinics is available at www.hba.org.

Free legal clinic for veterans set for Jan. 25


