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State Rep. Rick Miller is putting ru-
mors to rest: He is withdrawing his name 

for the shortlist of  
candidates for the 
job of  commissioner 
of  the Texas Depart-
ment of  Family and 
Protective Services.

Miller announced 
Tuesday that he will 
instead run for re-
election for his Tex-
as House District 26 
seat in 2020.

Miller was tabbed 
by Gov. Greg Abbott 
for the position, and 

seemed opened to 
taking the position. But the Republican 
felt he is better served in the Legislature.

“It was a great honor to be considered 
for such a critical position. However, af-
ter further consideration, it is clear to 
me that I can continue to make positive 
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FOSTER sweeps Hightower; 

see Sports

Silent and listen are spelled with the 

same letters.

Olatunbosun Somorin of  Rich-
mondproud to receive a Master of  Sci-
ence in Nursing from Wilkes University 
on Sept. 8....

Chris and Averil Martin Gleason 

drive to College Station to drop off  
daughter’s car.

Martina (Marty) Garcia, 60

“A hero is no braver than an ordinary 

man, but he is braver five minutes lon-

ger.” 

— Ralph Waldo Emerson, American 

poet and essayist (1803-1882)

— BH

Page 5A

7 286037 20032

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2019

Similarities

I will always obey your law, for ever 

and ever. I will walk about in freedom, for 

I have sought out your precepts.

Psalm 119:44-45
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Fort Bend Journal
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Today’s Scripture

Thought for Today

Pecan Harvest Fest
The 2019 Pecan Harvest Festival of  

Richmond will take place on Sunday, 
Nov. 24, from 11a.m. to 6 p.m. Activities 
include live music, classic car show, 
bake-off  contest, farmer’s market, 
kids’ zone, petting zoo, beer and wine 
garden, artisan vendors, hay rides, and 
more! In addition, Texas A&M AgriL-
ife Extension is hosting a Pecan Educa-
tion, including interactive agricultur-
al exhibits and the Fort Bend County 
Pecan Show. 

Citywide Garage Sale
Needville’s Citywide Garage Sale 

will be on Saturday Sept. 21 and Sun-
day Sept. 22. The annual event will 
kick off  at 8 a.m., rain or shine. The ga-
rage sale will feature more than 100 lo-
cations around town and maps will be 
available at each location. Patrons are 
advised to be aware of  their surround-
ings and watch for one-way streets.

Story spinners to meet
Join other aspiring writers at Fort 

Bend County Libraries’ “Story Spin-
ners Writing Club” on Thursday, 
Sept. 19, from 5:30-8:00 pm, in Room 
2C, at George Memorial Library, 1001 
Golfview Drive in Richmond. The top-
ic for September is “Action.”

Blessing of the pets
Blessing of  the Pets Service will be 

held on Saturday, October 5 at 10:00 
a.m. Adoptions will be available with 
the Rosenberg Animal Shelter. Re-
freshment will be served and there will 
be treats for pets.

Nature Fest
The Coastal Prairie Chapter of  the 

Texas Master Naturalists will host 
the eighth annual Seabourne Nature 
Fest on Saturday, Nov. 2, from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at Seabourne Creek Nature 
Park, 3831 SH 36 South in Rosenberg. 
The event is free and open to the pub-
lic. BY AVERIL GLEASON

agleason@fbherald.com

School is back in session, which means 
it’s time to get to know the educators 
molding their students’ minds.

Many Lamar Consolidated ISD schools 
are holding open houses for just that oc-
cassion.

Listed are the participating schools and 
their respective orientation schedules:

Arredondo Elementary School — 
Sept. 12

Grades kindergarten, second and fifth 
grade: 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Beasley Elementary School — Sept. 
12

All grades: 5:30-7 p.m.
Bentley Elementary School — Sept. 

12
All grades: 6-7 p.m.
Bowie Elementary School — Sept. 12
All grades: 5:30-7 p.m.
Campbell Elementary School — Oct. 

10
All grades: 5:30-7 p.m.

Dickinson Elementary School — 
Sept. 17

All grades: 6-7:30 p.m.
Frost Elementary School — Oct. 17
All grades: 6 p.m.
Jackson Elementary School — Sept. 

12
Session I: 6-6:45 p.m.
Session II: 7-7:45 p.m.
Lindsey Elementary School — Sept. 

12
Session I: 5:15 p.m.
Session II: 6:15 p.m.

Jane Long Elementary School — 
Sept. 12

Kindergarten: 6-6:30 p.m.
All other grades: 6-7 p.m.
McNeill Elementary School — Sept. 

17
Kindergarten through second grade: 

6-7 p.m.
McNeill Elementary School — Sept. 

19
Grades three through five: 6-7 p.m.

Lamar Consolidated ISD open houses begin this week
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7 hope to replace Zerwas

6 Republicans, 1 Democrat file for vacant House District 28 seat
Six Republicans and one Democrat 

have declared their intentions to fill House 
District 28 seat vacated by State Rep. John 
Zerwas.

Tricia Krenek, Gary Gates, Anna 
Allred, Sara Langingham, Gary Hale and 
Clinton Purnell have announced plans to 
run as Republicans in the special-called 
election.

Eliz Markowitz, a Katy school teacher 
and former candidate for the State Board 
of  Education, is the lone Democrat to seek 
the seat.

The candidate filing deadline was Sept. 
4.

Gov. Greg Abbott selected Nov. 5 as the 
date for the Texas House District 28 special 
election.

District 28, which stretches from Katy 

to Rosenberg and from Simonton to Hous-
ton, has been represented by Zerwas since 
2006. 

For the last two sessions Zerwas had 
served as the chair of  the budget-writing 
House Appropriations Committee.

Zerwas announced his retirement on 
July 31; he’ll be leaving public office on 
Sept. 30 to take a position with the Univer-
sity of  Texas. Zerwas, an anesthesiologist, 
will serve as the UT system’s new execu-
tive vice chancellor for health affairs.

Republican candidates are:
Anna Allred, a Houston anesthesiolo-

gist from the same doctor group as Zerwas.
Clinton D. Purnell, a Katy man who 

works in logistics and customs compli-
ance.

Gary Gates, a Rosenberg businessman 

who has unsuccessfully run for several 
other offices, most recently railroad com-
missioner in 2016.

Gary J. Hale, a Katy business owner 
who has his own intelligence firm and is a 
retired intelligence official with the Drug 
Enforcement Administration.

Tricia Krenek, a Katy attorney and for-
mer member of  the Fulshear City Council.

Sarah Laningham, a Richmond woman 
who works in sales and unsuccessfully ran 
for House District 14 in 2018.

Members of  the Texas House of  Repre-
sentatives serve two-year terms and are 
not subject to term limits. Texas legisla-
tors assume office at the beginning of  the 
legislative session in January.

State representatives earn $7,200 annu-
al and receive $190 per day per diem.

Remembering 9-11
HERALD PHOTO BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY

Members of VFW Post 3903 in Rosenberg encourages citizens to 

remember the terrorist attacks that occured on Sept. 11, 2001, 

and the sacrifices made by military personnel in Iraq, Afghanistan 

and other countries in the 18 years since terrorist crashed jet-

liners into the World Trade Centers, the Pentagon and a lonely 

Pennsylvania field. Patriot Day, also known as the National Day of 

Service and Remembrance, occurs on Sept. 11 each year in mem-

ory of those killed during the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. From left 

are Glenn James, Gary Warner, Jim Haynes, Charlie Taylor, Frank 

Cempa, Alice Prosise, Sandy Cook, Auxiliary President Margie Dil-

lon, Post Cmdr. Ken Dillon, VFW Auxiliary District 16 President 

Reba Carlson and veteran and District Judge Mary Ward.

Rep. Miller 
will seek 
re-election

The 2019 Fort Bend County Fair has 
extended the deadline for its talent show 
competition. 

“Earn yourself  some cash and brag-
ging rights if  you have the most talent,” 
said Fair Association Board President 
Marjie Pollard.

 Entries of  all kinds are being accepted. 
The competition is open to anyone who 

has musical, vocal, dance, or any other 
skill set. 

Contestants can be from all over — in-
cluding surrounding counties. 

“It is your chance to shine in the spot-
light and earn from $100 to $500 in first 
place earnings,” Pollard said.

Dancers, singers, comedians, jugglers 
and other performers are welcomed to 
enter. 

All acts are limited to 5 minutes, and 
will be judged on the basis of  talent, show-
manship, audience rapport, and stage 
presence. 

The decision of  the judges is final.
Talent divisions are divided into 5 

groups: Elementary, Junior, Intermediate, 
Senior, and Adult. 

Entry fees range from $20 to $30 dollars 
depending on the division. 

Cash awards will be given out to first, 
second, and third place. 

The talent contest will be held on Sat-

urday, Sept. 28 beginning at 11 a.m. on the 
Texas Stage.

The Fort Bend County Fair must re-
ceive entries by Friday, Sept. 13. 

Talent Contest Entry Forms may be 
picked up at the Fort Bend County Fair 
Office or online at www.fortbendcounty-
fair.com.

Fort Bend County Fair 
talent show seeks entries

HERALD FILE PHOTO

A contestant from a previous talent show 

performed on the fiddle. This year’s Fair 

talent show takes place on Saturday, 

Sept. 28. Deadline to enter is Sept. 13.

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

The Rosenberg Development Corp. will 
soon have to find a new contractor for its 
downtown planter project.

At Thursday’s RDC meeting, board 
members will discuss the contract for 
maintenance of  the downtown flower 
pots.

The Garden Girl of  Texas was contract-
ed in March 2018 for the maintenance and 
care of  flower pots in the commercial 
business areas.

And in December, the contract was 
extended with an amended maintenance 
schedule, for a term ending on Sept. 30.

However, Garden Girl of  Texas will not 
renew the agreement to service the pots.

According to city staff, the board will re-
view quotes for the maintenance services.

Downtown 
planters on 
RDC agenda

SEE RDC, PAGE  7A

SEE OPEN HOUSE, PAGE 7A

The city of  Rosenberg will once 
again participate in National Night 
Out.

This year the event will be held on  
Tuesday, Oct. 1, from 6-9 p.m. at the Tex-
as State Technical College,  26706 U.S. 
59 in Rosenberg.

National Night Out is a unique 
crime and drug prevention event 
where communities from all over 
Texas celebrate by having fun events, 
block parties, neighborhood cookouts 
and more along with visits from local 
police and fire departments.

The city’s event, sponsored by the 
Rosenberg Police and Fire Depart-
ments with the assistance of  the local 
community, is designed to:

• Heighten crime and drug preven-
tion awareness.

• Generate support for local an-
ti-crime efforts.

• Strengthen neighborhood spirit 
and police-community partnerships.

• Send a message to criminals letting 
them know our neighborhoods are or-
ganized and fighting back.

Rosenberg’s event is free and open to 
the public. 

“Join us for meet and greets with the 
Rosenberg police and fire departments, 
vendor booths, animal adoptions, po-
lice and fire vehicle displays, bounce 
houses and more,” said Rosenberg Po-
lice Sgt. Mike Bradley.

“National Night Out is a great reflec-
tion of  Rosenberg’s strong community 
partnerships. Not only are we hosting 
a fun-filled event at TSTC, we also have 
members of  our community uniting 
together to celebrate with their neigh-
bors. Our officers look forward to see-
ing everyone out in the community on 
this night every year.”  

City of Rosenberg’s National 
Night Out event set for Oct. 1

Barker Flood Prevention will host its 
fourth community engagement meet-
ing on Tuesday, Sept.17,  from 6:30-8:30 
p.m. at River Bend Baptist Church, 
27600 FM 1093 in Fulshear.

The meeting will feature a legislative 
update by state Rep. John Zerwas (Dis-
trict 28).

The 2019 Texas Legislative session 
accomplished some important steps to-
ward flood management for the state of  
Texas. 

Although the meeting’s focus will be 
flood-related issues, attendees will be 
able to ask Zerwas about other legisla-
tion passed during this session. 

Zerwas to discuss flood prevention management

SEE MILLER, PAGE  7A


