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LCISD teams dealing with 

stoppage of play just before 

playoffs; see Sports

It’s officially June. Because I just saw 

a June bug and apparently that’s how I 

tell time.

Laura Burns has virtual happy 
hour with friends, family… glad she 
doesn’t have to go into work today…

Cullum Bolin brings boyfriend 

Matt Deaner to Galveston for the quar-
antine… they’re loving the beach life…

Collyn Keitt hasn’t left the house 
in days, wondering what it’s like out 
there…

Augusta Freeman turning her fur-
lough into something positive… finally 
having time to work on herself…

Yara Suki sitting around, watching 
the news, cooking, baking, cleaning, 
watching more news, cooking, baking, 
cleaning, you get the gist...

Janie L. Marek

“Be careful how much pressure you 

put on the younger generation. Keep 

them locked up too long and push them 

too hard and they will remind you of  it 

forever.” 
— Edmund D. Samora

— BH

Page 5A

7 286037 20032

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2020

An early June

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Obituaries

Today’s Scripture

Thought for Today

BY HERALD STAFF

City of  Richmond utility workers 
are reminding citizens that wipes clog 
pipes.

They’re asking citizens to stop flush-
ing wipes down the toilet.

“We appreciate that citizens are fol-
lowing guidelines with use of  wipes and 
disinfecting surfaces with paper tow-
els; however, we need to remind every-
one wipes and paper towels cannot be 
flushed down toilets because they clog 
the sewage system,” said Howard Chris-
tian, public works director and assistant 
city manager.

“Even flushable wipes are not flush-
able — they do not break down in the 
pipes like they are advertised to do.

“People nationwide, including Rich-
mond residents, are having to use other 
products due to shortage on toilet paper, 
so we need to realize none of  these other 
products can go into the toilets,” he said.

“Anything other than toilet paper 
needs to go into a trash bag — not the 
toilet.”

Rosenberg city leaders sent out a sim-
ilar notice last week after their utility 
workers had to remove clogs of  wipes 
from pipes.

Wastewater representatives say even 
facial wipes don’t break down like toilet 
paper and can add to clogged pipes.

“Let us all do our part and keep our 
pipes unclogged and our sewage system 
operating properly for everyone,” Chris-
tian said.

You shall give it to the Levite, the for-

eigner, the fatherless and the widow.

Deuteronomy 26:12

AccessHealth is open and continuing 
to see patients for all services.

At this time, AccessHealth is not a test-
ing facility for COVID-19 but its staff  can 
help direct people to testing facilities. 

Anyone experiencing symptoms, 
please call AccessHealth to discuss op-
tions. Anyone who would like to make an 
appointment, call 281-342-4530. 

‘Stay home’ order issued

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

Former state Rep. John Zerwas is 
serving on the front line in the battle to 
halt the spread of  
COVID-19.

Zerwas was 
named to the Supply 
Chain Strike Force 
announced by Texas 
Gov. Greg Abbott on 
Sunday.

On Monday, the 
strike force shipped 
a supply of  10,000 
masks and personal 
protection equip-
ment across the 
state.

Abbott told reporters Tuesday  that the 
strike force will get an additional 100,000 
masks per day.

“Next week, Texas should be getting 
more than a million masks per week,” 
Abbott said. 

Zerwas will help lead the effort to get 
the equipment into the right hands.

The newly formed entity will be tasked 
with guiding collaboration between 
the public and private sectors to ensure 
health care facilities have the supplies 
and resources they need to respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

In addition to working with the feder-
al government and businesses to secure 
personal protective equipment, the team 
will work to ensure day-to-day resources 
(including food) are available for Texas’ 
medical personnel, first responders and 
those who have contracted COVID-19.

Zerwas, a physician, will assist with 
hospital relations and preparedness.

Additionally, Keith Miears, senior vice 
president of  worldwide procurement at 

BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY
swilley@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County residents have been 
ordered to stay home for the time being to 
help prevent the spread of  COVID-19.

Tuesday’s order, announced live on the 
Fort Bend County Facebook page, comes 
on the heels of  36 new cases of  novel coro-
navirus in the last seven days.

A total of  46 Fort Bend County resi-
dents are known to have contracted the 
potentially deadly virus.

The “Stay Home to Save Lives” order 
does not affect people who work at jobs 
essential to the health and welfare of  the 
public, such as grocery stores, pharma-
cies, doctor’s office and gas stations.

The order also does not prevent resi-
dents from going outside to shop for gro-
ceries, medicines, exercise, walk pets, or 
even enjoy the park. However, they are 
encouraged to maintain a 6-foot distance 
from other people to help prevent the 
spread of  the virus.

“Social distancing remains the most 
efficient way to prevent the spread of  this 
virus to others,” Fort Bend County Judge 
KP  George said during the news confer-
ence. 

“It takes constant awareness to stay six 
feet away from your friends, from your 
family or coworkers. Minimize your trips 
to the grocery store or other places. This 
is the only way we can flatten the curve 
and give our healthcare system (time to 
gather) the necessary resources they need 
to save our most vulnerable citizens.”

Over the past few weeks, the threat of  
coronavirus has accelerated, he said.

“This is why  (Texas) Gov. (Greg) Ab-
bott and so many local leaders and I is-
sued local disaster (declarations) placing 
limitations on social gatherings and busi-
nesses,” he explained.

“While short term economic impact is 
difficult, based on the global experience, 
(social distancing) is the only way we can 
preserve the long-term economic and so-
cial fabric of  our communities.”

COVID-19 cases leap from 10 to 46 in 7 days, authorities report

In an effort to help prevent the spread of COVID-19, Fort Bend County Judge KP George 

announced the “Stay Home to Save Lives” order on Facebook live on Tuesday afternoon. 

As he spoke, Facebook users could submit comments (at far right). Earlier in the day, he 

and county commissioners held a meeting via teleconference.

INSIDE: WHAT DOES THE ORDER STIPULATE? WHAT IS AN ESSENTIAL BUSINESS? WHO GOES TO WORK & WHO STAYS HOME? 

Zerwas appointed to state’s 
Supply Chain Strike Force

John
Zerwas

Grants available
The Fort Bend Junior Service League 

is currently accepting applications from 
charitable organizations interested in 
benefiting from an FBJSL event to be held 
in the 2020-2021 League year. 

To be eligible for consideration, appli-
cants must have 501(c)(3) status, serve the 
Fort Bend community, and fit within the 
League’s mission, goals, and one or more 
position statements.    

Church service to go online
 Due to COVID-19, Friendship Church 

in Richmond is suspending all physical 
services and activities for a season. 

However, the 10:30 a.m. Sunday ser-
vice will be available online and can be 
accessed by using the links at the church 
website, FriendshipChurch.cc, or go to 
YouTube under “Friendship Church 
Richmond.”

City of Richmond utility workers pulled this mess of wipes out of the pipes leading to 

the city’s waste water treatment plant. Wipes clog pipes, they said.

Wipes clog pipes

CORONAVIRUS TIMELINE IN FORT BEND COUNTY
March 5 March 6 March 8 March 9 March 11 March 12 March 15 March 17 March 18 March 19 March 20-23 March 24

Authorities 

announce a Fort 

Bend County man 

may have the first 

case of COVID-19 in 

the state.

Ten family 

members, 

friends or 

acquaintances 

of first victim in 

self-quarantine.

Three more 

people test 

‘presumptive 

positive’ for 

COVID-19.

Three more 

people test 

‘presumptive 

positive’ for 

COVID-19

Authorities 

announce 

‘presumptive 

positive’ is 

positive.

Fort Bend 

County 

declares 

State of 

Disaster.

Three more 

cases raise 

total of 

positive 

cases to nine.

County orders 

bars to close, 

restaurants to 

cease dine-in 

service.

Authorities 

report 12th person 

catches virus. 

Restaurants turn 

to to-go, drive-thru 

and delivery.

17 new cases 

reported bringing 

total number of 

cases to 29 

countywide.

County issues 

“Stay Home and 

Save Lives” order.  

Total number of 

cases climbs 

to 46.

Gatherings of 10 or 

more discouraged. 

Clubs, bars, 

restaurants asked 

to suspend or 

reduce service.

SEE ZERWAS, PAGE  B1
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Campbell Elementary School second-grader Dylan Duer plays on the Campbell play-

ground during his time off school. Under the newly imposed “Stay Home and Save 

Lives” order, residents may go outside and to the park as long as they remain 6-feet 

from the nearest person  to help prevent the spread of COVID-19.

Social distancing done correctly

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

Rosenberg City Council member 
Kevin Raines said he wants to maintain 
some sort of  normalcy intact during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Which is why he 
was in favor of  keeping Election Day in 
May.

But the rest of  council didn’t feel the 
same way.

At a special city council meeting Tues-
day, council members voted 6-1 to post-
pone the May 2 city election until Nov. 3.

According to city staff, this item was 
placed on the agenda in light of  the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott proclaimed 
last week that local governments can 
move general and special elections to the 
next uniform date in November without 
otherwise adjusting the term of  office.

“I spoke with (County Elections Ad-
ministrator) John Oldham,” Mayor Bill 
Benton told council. “They have election 
workers that have not canceled out.

“I spoke to him after the shelter-in-
place order and he said they can still do 
the election as long as the shelter-in-place 
order is not in effect on Election Day.”

The order is set to expire April 3.
Council member Isaac Davila said he 

Rosenberg council moves 
May election to Nov. 3

SEE CITY, PAGE  5A

Free disinfectant giveaway starts back 
up — thanks to $20,000 in donations

Fort Bend County Sheriff  Troy Nehls 
said his staff  and volunteers are once 
again handing out free bottles of  disinfec-
tant to residents.

“A huge thank you to members of  the 
private sector who reached out and gra-
ciously offered to fund the reopening of  
the free disinfectant solution distribu-
tion,” Nehls said Wednesday morning.

“ We will be open for distribution today, 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. and tomorrow, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.”

Sugar Land-based water treatment 
firm De Nora set up a mobile distribution 
center at the Gus George Law Enforce-

ment Academy at 1521 Eugene Heimann 
Circle in Richmond. This free disinfec-
tant solution giveaway is for Fort Bend 
County residents only. 

Residents are required to bring a valid 
Texas driver’s license to prove residency.

 Nehls told The Herald that people do-
nated $20,000 to help restart the giveaway.

County Judge KP George closed the 
program on Tuesday, saying it was un-
needed and the funding could be better 
used helping first responders.

Nehls said residents want the program 
to continue. 

AccessHealth 
still offering 
service to public


