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Needville ranked top 20 in 

4A-Division 1 poll; 

see Sports

Whoa. We’ve gotten another report of  

a couple in the 55-year marriage club.

Congratulate Gail and Don Bercher 

on their five decades and five.

For two youngsters to hit that lofty 

statistic is a testament to happiness and 

sunshine.

Christina Nguyen introducing boy-
friend Clark Poole to parents on Fa-
ther’s Day... she thinks they like him...!

Mia Gonzalez lands a summer in-
ternship, excited to be working, even if  
it is from home... dad Ignacio just happy 
to have a work buddy at the house...

Hailey Wied doing strategic plan-
ning from home... wishing she was back 
at Arredondo Elementary with her fel-
low teachers...

Bri Castro also doing summer devel-
opment from home...

Rachel Damstra of  Richmond excit-
ed to be named to the Dean’s List for the 
Spring 2020 semester at Curry College. 
Damstra majoring in nursing...

Shane Blume singing the National 
Anthem at Larry McDougal’s swear-
ing in ceremony for state bar president 
Friday...

Aileen McComiskey getting tested 
for coronavirus... May have to cancel 
Fourth of  July plans... boyfriend Zer-

ach Babar already rescheduled flight...
Maria Gleason goes back to College 

Station after hearing she got accepted 
back to Blinn College... yay!

Jermaine Johnson writing about 
the importance of  Juneteenth in a new 
blog post...

Monica Urrutia Palmarez, 97
Alfonso Anzaldua Rodriguez, 86

 “Anyone who keeps the ability to see 

beauty never grows old.” 

— Franz Kafka, Austrian author and 

poet (1883-1924)

— BH
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List grows!

The Lord has said, “I will instruct you 

and teach you in the way you should go.”

Psalm 32:8

Good Afternoon
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BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

Rosenberg may look a little different in 
the coming months.

At the most recent regular Rosenberg 
City Council meeting, council members 
approved a list of  expenditures for the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Se-
curity, or CARES Act.

The city of  Rosenberg has received 
$2.1 million of  the $134 million in federal 
CARES Act funds allocated to Fort Bend 
County.

Payments from the $2.1 million fund 
may only be used to cover costs that are 
necessary expenditures incurred due 
to the public health emergency brought 
about by the COVID-19 crisis.

Expenses include automatic doors at 
City Hall, automatic temperature readers 
at entrances, a dishwasher at the police 

department, Plexiglas partitions and san-
itation services.

According to City Manager John 
Maresh, a little over $1 million has been 
allocated toward coronavirus relief.

“The deadline to spend this is Dec. 30,” 
Mayor Bill Benton told council. “I would 
spend this as conservatively as we can.

“I question cameras and laptops and a 
dishwasher at the police department.”

Maresh explained that the dishwasher 
improves health and reduces contact.

“I prefer to use what we need to use,” 
Benton responded. “Keep (the money) for 
in case we really get hit hard.”

Despite Benton’s hesitation, council 
unanimously voted to approved a list of  
expenditures for the CARES Act.

According to city staff, the city would 
receive funds within 10 business days 
through the reimbursement policy.

Here’s a list of  everything the city will 

purchase with the grant: Face coverings,-
gloves, face shields, safety glasses, gowns/
tyvek suits, disinfectant, electrostatic 
sprayers, third-party sanitation, sanitation 
stations, reopening of  customer service 
drive-thru, shield guards, retrofit restroom 
fixtures, and automatic quick-open doors 
at city hall, city hall annex, rosenberg civ-
ic & convention center, rosenberg animal 
control, automatic temperature readers.

Other items and services on the wish-
list are equipment for alternative meeting 
locations, laptops, cameras and micro-
phones for computers, terminal servers 
to host remote users, software and train-
ing for remote access, security upgrades, 
wifi and cellular data boost, hazard pay, 
federal leave reimbursements, emergency 
management coordinator overtime and 
the resiliency grant program that provides 
funds to small businesses impacted by the 
pandemic.

The city of  Rosenberg has entertained 
the idea of  annexing Municipal Utility 
District No. 66 for years. And at a spe-
cial Rosenberg City Council meeting 
Tuesday, council members will have the 
opportunity to move forward with the an-
nexation or lay it to rest once and for all.

The meeting will begin at 6:15 p.m. at 
City Hall, 2110 Fourth St.

When this item was last discussed in 
August, council members held a public 
hearing regarding the proposed annex-
ation, and formed the consensus to re-
scind the letter of  intent to annex.

At that time, Assistant City Manager 
Joyce Vasut revealed that the city would 

take on about $2.2 million in bond debt 
if  the MUD is annexed. She noted that 
it would take 41 years for the MUD res-
idents to pay off  the debt at the current 
size of  the subdivision.

Citizens will not be allowed to attend 
council meetings, but can still ask ques-
tions via letters, telephone or email.

Citizens can still ask questions via 
letters, telephone or email. Email com-
ments to dswint@rosenbergtx.gov.

Meetings can be watched live on the 
city’s YouTube Channel “RosenbergTX-
Gov,” on the city’s website at www.rosen-
bergtx.gov/tv, and on Comcast Channel 
16 for residents within the city limits.

Rosenberg council to consider 
annexation of MUD 66 — again
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Student Macy Peters throws up glitter after the Gingerbread House Learning Center 

pre-K graduation last Thursday in Rosenberg. More grads, Page 8.

Sparkle and shine

HERALD PHOTO BY AVERIL GLEASON

Friday was a big day for Richmond attorney Larry McDougal. He was sworn in as the 2020-21 state bar president. 

Swearing him in at the Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Office is Harris County Judge Andrew Wright. To Wright’s left is 

McDougal’s daughter Blair and to his right is Karen McDougal. “We’re the ones that have the opportunity to change 

the world,” Larry said Friday. “I’m proud to be a lawyer of Texas and to represent you.”

Introducing the Texas State Bar president

Early voting
Early voting in the special July 14 

run-off  election will take place from 
June 29-July 10 and Election Day, which 
is the last day you can vote, is on July 
14.

July 4th closings
The city of  Richmond will be closed 

Friday, July 3, for Independence Day, a 
city holiday for employees. City Hall is 
located at 402 Morton St. 

Needville tax office closed
Due to effects of  the COVID-19 pan-

demic, the Needville tax office will con-
tinue to remain closed to the public. 
Tax office staff  will collect and process 
transactions received through the mail 
and drop boxes at both locations. The 
Richmond office is offering full-service 
auto and property tax processing at 
their normal business hours.

Beasley Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment will hold its chicken fried chick-
en dinner plates fundraiser on June 
28.

Only drive-thru service will be 
offered. Serving will be held from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Only pre-sale tickets 
will be sold. Pick up tickets at the fire 
department. Cost is $10 per plate. To 
purchase tickets, contact the fire de-
partment at 979-387-2412, Tim Sabra-
sula 832-595-5087 or Melvin Evanicky 
979-559-0298.

Authorities survey citizens 
use of face masks in public
BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY
swilley@fbherald.com

A dramatic increase in coronavirus cases county-
wide has led health authorities to survey citizens on 
their use of  masks in public — and the results could 
lead to a “major decision.”

“These are unprecedented times, and many in our 
community are unsure about the future,” Fort Bend 
County Judge KP George said.

“As COVID-19 moves through our country, we here 
in Fort Bend are doing our part to slow the spread and 
protect as many lives as possible. I want to give you, the 
citizen, the opportunity to have input in my decisions 
to protect our community. Please fill out (the) survey so 
we can make sure your feedback is taken into consider-
ation for such a major decision.”

George did not say what the major decision was, but 
it could be ordering all citizens to wear masks while in 
public as Harris County Judge Lina Hildago ordered 
two months ago.

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Lamar Consolidated ISD could present 
a bond worth over $762 million, which in-
cludes construction for a new high school, 
a junior high school and three elementary 
schools and a new football stadium.

The LCISD board of  trustees heard an 
initial report of  a possible 2020 bond from 
the district’s bond planning committee, 
which presented its proposal to the board 
at Thursday’s board meeting.

The district’s sixth high school is the 
most expensive item in the bond, priced 
at over $161.1 million. The construction of  
three new elementary schools are priced 
at $99.4 million, while the cost of  a new 
stadium was quoted at $82.7 million.

The school board will take the commit-
tee’s proposal and come up with their own 
proposal, which has to be done by August 
to be put on the ballot for November’s elec-
tion.

The bond adds over $65.3 million to-
wards interior improvements to existing 

facilities, along with $49.5 million to exte-
rior improvements. It also adds $63.4 mil-
lion in technology upgrades, including 
new laptops and tablets.

Also included in the committee’s bond 
proposal for a new junior high school 
($77.2 million), a middle school ($34.7 
million), and land purchases for the new 
schools, priced at $31 million. Practice 
pools for Terry High School and Randle 
High School are also added, along with a 
new bus terminal and a police station for 
the newly created LCISD police depart-

ment.
Bond committee member Shannan 

Stavinoha made her presentation to the 
board, saying that the bond committee 
removed some projects from the bond 
that ballooned the initial bond proposal to 
over $876 million.

The biggest item removed from the 
bond was the construction of  an events 
center for the district to hold indoor 
events such as athletic games and gradu-

Lamar Consolidated ISD committee 
proposes $762 million bond package

SEE COVID, PAGE  8

SEE LAMAR CISD, PAGE  8

Virus cases 
skyrocketing

Automatic doors, diswasher, hazard 
pay on city’s CARE funding wishlist

Rosenberg City Council members have 
been meeting inside the council chambers 
for less than a month since the COVID-19 
pandemic shut down the city.

But on Tuesday, council members will 
hold the special city council meeting and 
subsequent workshop meeting via telecon-
ference.

“There will not be a meeting at City Hall 
to physically attend, but the public can at-
tend virtually,” Communications Director 
Tanya Kveton told The Herald on Monday.

“With the rising COVID-19 count in the 

community, the city felt it was in the best 
interest of  everyone involved to hold the 
meeting via video conference.”

According to Kveton, numbers skyrock-
eted from 61-80 positive cases on Friday af-
ternoon.

Kveton said there are no positive cases 
within City Hall.

The special city council meeting will be-
gin at 6:15 p.m. and the workshop meeting 
will begin immediately after.

Citizens can still ask questions via let-
ters, telephone or email.

Virus case count jump causes 
council to cancel city hall meeting

Beasley VFD 
fundraiser set 
for June 28

Fish Fry Fridays on again!
The Rosenberg Knights of  Columbus 

is resuming its popular fish fry Fridays 
fundraiser. The first Friday will be June 
26. 


