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HIGH SCHOOL
BASEBALL

Area All-Stars shine in fu-

tures game; see Sports

“The best way to break a habit is to 
drop it.” — Leo Aikman

Tanya Martin of  Richmond proud 
to earn a degree from LeTourneau Uni-
versity last month....

On May 10, 2019, Melissa Rose Winn 

of  Greatwood graduated from Angelo 
State University with a Master of  Edu-
cation in guidance and counseling...

Donell Brager-Hegger, 23
Curtis “LJ” Lee Malone III, 17
Cleve Daniel Fields III, 27
Roland Rodriguez, 88
Bessie Lee Taylor, 84
Winona Schroeder Luedeke, 90
Marvin Earl Wilke, 85
Gloria Sotelo, 85

 “Dare to be naive.” 

— R. Buckminster Fuller, American 

inventor and philosopher (1895-1983)

See page 3

— BH
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Breaking habits

Let the favor of  the Lord our God be 

upon us, and prosper for us the work of  

our hands - O prosper the work of  our 

hands!

Psalm 90:17

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Obituaries

Today’s Scripture

Thought for Today

American Legion
American Legion Post 271 and Aux-

iliary will meet on Thursday, June 6. at 
the Post Home, 4520 SH36 South. A cov-
ered dish meal will be served to mem-
bers at 6:30 p.m. followed by meetings 
at 7:30 p.m. For more information, call 

281-341-9966.

Movies on Morton Street
The city of  Richmond’s Movies on 

Morton Street free outdoor film features 
“Selena”  at 7:45 p.m. in front of  city hall 
on Friday, June 7. Rotary club of  Rich-
mond will provide free popcorn and 
Access Health Community Health will 
provide water and lemonade. Visitors 
are encouraged to bring their chairs, but 
Friends of  North Richmond will supply 
chairs for those without chairs.

Black Heritage Society
The Fort Bend Black Heritage Society 

is seeking volunteers to help beautify the 
historic Byrd Cemetery, 310 Blume Road 
in Rosenberg, on Saturday, June 8, from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. The group needs weed eat-
ers and lawn supplies. Snacks and drinks 
provided. Community service forms will 
be available. Call 832-877-2756 for more in-
formation.

Beasley VFD fundraiser
The Beasley Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment will hold its annual barbecue and 
auction fundraiser on Sunday, July 21, be-
ginning at 11 a.m. at St. Wenceslaus Cath-
olic Church. Proceeds will go towards 
replacing obsolete equipment. Everyone 
is invited to attend. Anyone wishing to do-
nate auction items and pastry items can 
bring them to the fire station on Saturday, 
July 20, or Sunday, July 21. For more in-
formation, call George Beran 281-725-8767.

OakBend Medical Cen-
ter will host Coffee with a 
Cop at the Williams Way 
complex, 22003 U.S. 59 in 
Richmond, on Wednesday, 
June 12, from 8 a.m.-10 

a.m. The morning coffee 
will be held in the lobby 
of  the hospital where cit-
izens can meet and greet 
the sheriff’s department 
representatives.

Coffee with a Cop slated for June 12

Members of  the Rosenberg-Richmond 
Hermann Sons Life  Lodge 85 will meet 
on Monday, June 10, at 7 p.m  at the Rosen-
berg Civic Center. Chicken fried steak 
and chicken fried chicken will be served.  
Members bring desserts. For more infor-
mation, call 281-344-8055.

Fort Bend County Judge George 
is convening a high-level meeting of  
the entire Consular Corps of  Hous-
ton, the third largest in the nation 
with over 90 countries represented, 
for the first time ever in Fort Bend 
County at the Ismaili Jamat Khana 
& Center in Sugar Land on Friday, 
June 7.

 “We have made history and will 
continue to do so with this historic 
meeting. It is crucial that Fort Bend 
build strong relationships with our 
Consular Corps and international 
economic development partners so 
that we can encourage job growth 
and attract private investment, 
for the benefit of  our residents,” 
George said.

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

Senior and disabled Rosenberg home-
owners will soon receive bigger property 
tax exemptions.

At the Rosenberg City Council special 
meeting on Tuesday, council members 
agreed to hike tax exemptions on the 
homesteads of  homeowners over 65.

Currently, the city offers a base 1 per-
cent homestead exemption or $5,000, ac-
cording to city staff.

The current exemption for the disabled 
is $30,000, and the exemption for property 
owners over 65 years of  age is $45,000.

“The $45,000 exemption for over 65 
means that a total of  $294,000 if  taxes are 

exempt,” Assistant City Manager Joyce 
Vasut said.

“If  that number was changed to 
$60,000, an additional revenue reduction 
would be $81,000.

“We also looked at disabled persons’ 
exemptions. We’re currently at $30,000, 
which is a revenue reduction of  about 
$20,000. And if  we increase that to $45,000 
that would be about an additional $10,000 
of  reduction in our revenue.”

Council member Jacob Balderas made 
a motion to increase the over 65 exemp-
tion to $75,000 and the disabled exemption 
to $45,000.

The motion was seconded by council 
member Richard Olson.

Mayor Bill Benton and council mem-

bers Amanda Barta, Lisa Wallingford, 
Steven DeGregorio and Isaac Davila vot-
ed against the motion.

The motion failed.
“You know, I’d love to get rid of  all the 

taxes,” Barta started. “But it’s not feasi-
ble.

“And to take too big of  a jump in one 
year — we don’t have the final sales num-
bers yet. I wouldn’t mind going to $60,000 
for over 65. The $45,000 on disabled is not 
a huge number, so I’m OK with that.

“But I think going over $60,000 is just 
too risky. I’d rather do a little bit each 
year than so much at one time.”

Barta made a motion to increase the 
over 65 exemption to $60,000 and the dis-
abled exemption to $45,000.

The motion was seconded by Walling-
ford.

Richard voted against the motion, but 
it passed.

“We have other opportunities to give 
other types of  tax breaks,” Benton said. 
“All is not lost for those of  us that wish to 
find other ways of  tax relief. This is a step 
in the right direction. It will help others.”

Changes to exemptions will be submit-
ted to the Fort Bend County Tax Office 
before July 1 for the 2019 tax year.

The next council meeting will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. on June 19 at City Hall, located 
at 2110 Fourth St. 

Citizens wishing to speak to the coun-
cil must sign up before the meeting be-
gins.

Council increases tax exemptions
Rosenberg elderly, disabled citizens to pay less on their city property taxes

Drama club members from Calavry Episcopal Prepa-
ratory’s elementary, middle and high school combined 
their talents and their tremendous efforts to provide 
audiences a rare treat with their performance of  Mer-
edith Wilson’s “The Music Man Jr.”

In a dress rehearsal preview and then three perfor-
mances, the parish hall was bursting with audience 
members eager to see Calvary talent at its sixth annual 
musical production. 

Featured in the lead role of  Harold Hill was this 
year’s One Act play best actor for the state of  Texas, 
Paul Lazarou.

The range of  age in Calvary Episcopal’s productions 
include age 5 -18.

The youngest lead roles were played by kindergart-
eners Yeva Cherry and Victoria Salceda as Amaryllis.

Not to be outdone, Nathan Tufts provided an ador-
able portrayal of  Winthrop Paroo and held his own as 
a second-grade lead. On closing night, in tradition with 
previous years, Calvary announced next year’s musical 
which will be the Disney production of  the Little Mer-
maid, Jr. 

Calvary Episcopal troupe performs ‘The Music Man Jr.’

Professor Harold Hill,aka Paul Lazarou, leads the citizens of River City, Iowa, around the town square as they per-

form “Seventy-Six Trombones.” The cast of Calvary Episcopal Preparatory School performed “The Music Man Jr.”

Yeva Cherry, left, played Amaryllis. Victoria Salceda 

and Nathan Tufts played the role of Winthrop Paroo in 

Calvary Episcopal Preparatory School’s performance of 

“The Music Man Jr.” More photos, Page 10.

Trouble in River City

BY ALEX WUKMAN
alexwukman@fbherald.com

The Richmond Planning and Zoning Commission unani-
mously voted to reclassify a vacant lot from general residential 
to general commercial at its Tuesday meeting.

Normally a proposal to rezone an empty piece of  property 
wouldn’t generate much interest, but the property in question 
sits at the end of  Calhoun Street near the intersection of  Pres-
ton Street and FM 3115.

Calhoun is a narrow, dead end street that’s primarily used 
by Union Pacific employees to maintain the railroad tracks 
that border property on the south, according to Jose Abraha-
ms, the city of  Richmond’s planning director.

On the east, the lot backs up to the Collins Plaza shopping 
center, home to the Richmond Meat Market taqueria, and an 
abandoned car wash. The property’s north side shares a bor-
der with a mobile home park.

The off-the-beaten-path location is why the inclusion of  a 
hypothetical hotel/motel by property owner Baby Kaithamat-
tahal in the rezoning application raised the eyebrows of  some 
of  the commission members.

“When I first saw the application I just kept going ‘there’s 
no access,’” Commission Member Noelle Myska said. “I don’t 
mind the commercial use. It’s just the hotel I have a problem 
with.”

Abrahams, was quick to point out that any structure being 
discussed was speculation and there are currently no plans for 
development on the property.

“A hotel is one possible use for the property,” Abrahams 
said. “But the included drawing doesn’t mean anything be-
cause we haven’t reviewed it yet.”

Hotels and motels weren’t the first idea Baby Kaithamat-
tahal’s representatives brought to city personnel. The Kaitha-
mattahal family also owns the Collins Plaza.

“When they first met with us they talked about an apart-
ment complex,” Abrahams said. “It was clear that it wouldn’t 
work as an apartment complex.”

Commission member Libby King pointed out that the only 
thing that could “realistically go in there is an extension of  
what’s already there.”

Richmond P&Z 
rezones empty lot

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

Rosenberg City Council member Aman-
da Barta has served the city for six years — 
almost to the day.

At the Rosenberg City Council meeting 
Tuesday, Mayor Bill Benton presented Bar-
ta a plaque of  appreciation for her years of  
service to the city.

“June 18 is actually when I’ll be off  coun-
cil, when the new one is sworn in,” Barta 
began.

“And it will be exactly six years to the 
day that (former Mayor) Vincent (Morales) 
swore me in.”

After she thanked her friends and family, 
Barta got teary-eyed.

“Another part (of  the city) I have been 
involved with is the parks,” she continued. 

“We’ve done well on the parks. We need to 
keep improving our parks for our citizens.

“And the animal shelter. We’ve had a lot 
of  ups and downs. I feel 100 percent in my 
heart that we have left it better than when 
I found it.

“And the police — I hope I have repre-
sented y’all well,” Barta said with a quiver-
ing lip.

“I have always done what I thought was 
best for the city as a whole, and have kept 
my personal feelings outside of  what I 
thought was best for the city.

“I hope y’all feel that I’ve represented 
y’all to the best of  my ability.”

Barta thanked council, city staff  and the 
citizens for supporting her through her ill-
ness.

Barta took her name out of  the running 
for Councilor At-Large, Position 2 because 

she was diagnosed with breast cancer in 
January.

Barta was elected to that position in May 
2015 after serving as a councilor of  District 
4 since June 2013. In addition to serving on 
council, Barta participates in several com-
mittees including the employee benefits 
committee, the finance/audit committee 
and the charter review committee.

Barta has served on the parks board 
since 2014 and served on the Rosenberg De-
velopment Corp. from 2014–2016.

She served as mayor pro tem from 2016-
2017 and in June 2018, she was unanimously 
elected by council to again serve as the may-
or pro tem for a one-year term.

“We appreciate your years of  service 
here,” Benton told Barta.

“And we wish you all the best. And we 
know that you are going to be very well.”

Rosenberg council says bye-bye to Barta

Amanda Barta

Hermann Sons 
to meet Monday

The Happy Cousins Dance Club will 
host its monthly dance on Saturday, June 
8, at the American Legion Hall on SH36 
in Rosenberg. The Twightlight Band will 
provide the dance music. The public is 
invited. For more information, call 281-
232-3531.

Public dance is Saturday

According to a Texas educational non-
profit group, Bess Campbell Elementa-
ry School is one of  the top elementary 
schools in the Houston area.

Children at Risk, a group that ranks 
and grades Texas public schools to help 
everyone see the quality of  public edu-
cation in the state, ranked Campbell El-
ementary eighth in the area.

More than 8,000 schools across the 
state were ranked, with the regional 
rankings including Fort Bend, Harris, 
Brazoria, Chambers, Liberty, Montgom-
ery and Waller counties.

CAR ranked the school by STAAR 
test achievement in reading and math, 
growth over time in those subjects, an 
adjustment of  achievement indicators 
to eliminate bias towards campuses with 
low percentages of  economically disad-
vantaged students, and college readi-
ness, which includes graduation rates, 
SAT and ACT participation rate and 
scores, and AP/IB participation rate and 
scores.

Campbell was the lone Lamar Consol-
idated ISD school ranked in the top 10, as 
Frost Elementary was ranked 19th.

Campbell Elementary 
named a top-10 school

George convenes Consular Corps


