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Lamar Consolidated ISD has re-
ported 17 cases of  COVID-19 among 
its students and staff, according to a 
district spokesperson.

Since schools in the district 
opened on Aug. 24 with preventive 
guidelines, 10 employees and seven 
students have tested positive for the 
coronavirus.

Seven staff  members have test-
ed positive for COVID-19, including 
employees from Arredondo Ele-
mentary, Meyer Elementary, Lamar 
Junior High, Wessendorff  Middle 
School and other district adminis-
trative facilities.

Meanwhile, 10 students have 
tested positive, including three 
students from Meyer Elementary, 
and one student each from Beasley 
Elementary, George Junior High, 
Leaman Junior High, Wessendorff  
Middle School, Foster High School, 
George Ranch High School and Ter-
ry High School.

All 17 cases have also been report-
ed to the Fort Bend County Health 
and Human Services Department 
and added to their case count, the 
spokesperson said.

The district is also working on 
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Dance canceled
The Happy Cousins Dance Club has 

canceled its monthly dance scheduled for 
September. For more information, call 
281-232-3531. 

Benefit garage sale
Rosenberg Animal Shelter volunteers 

are holding a garage sale on Friday, Sept. 
18, and Saturday Sept. 19, from 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at 2820 Talasek St. in Rosenberg, off  
Mons Avenue.  There will be lots of  great 
items: children’s toys, books, kitchen and 
home items, gently used items, as well as 
items from a couple of  estate sales.  In ad-
dition, a beautiful Halloween wreath will 
be raffled off. 

Junior League fundraiser
Tickets are on sale right now for the 

2020 Sugar Plum Marketplace, present-
ed by Fort Bend Junior Service League 
(FBJSL) and Title Sponsor Memorial 
Hermann Sugar Land. The Marketplace 
takes place online Nov. 3 through 8 via a 
new, professionally designed web plat-
form.  

Veterans festival
The Fort Bend Veterans Festival, a 

Christian-hosted and first responder 
benefit, is scheduled for March 13, at Con-
stellation Field. Cost is $15. For more in-
formation, go online to www.fortbendvet-
eransfestival.com.

Overheard at the water cooler: “Christ-

mas will be two weeks late because Santa 

has to be quarantined for 14 days once he 

gets in our country.”

Grandparents Patrick and Stefanie 

Pradia so excited by the birth of  their 
first grandchild, Jayden Grey Pradia 

Jr. His parents are Jayden and Mari-

ah...
Lindsay Austin finishing her first 

week of  school, which felt longer than 
this whole year has…

Casey Reeves painting self  portrait 
in all greens…

Jose and Matt McComiskey cel-
ebrating 30 years of  marriage this 
week… children Tess, Aileen and Tim 
so happy for their parents…

Christina Nguyen happy boyfriend 
Clark Poole is back from his work trip.. 
and he brought her cupcakes…

Norbert Joe Krejci, 72

On Tuesday, May 14, 2016, Fort Bend 
County Commissioners approved a 
$2.5 million contract with Morganti 
Texas, Inc. for the construction of  two 
additional courtrooms at the Fort Bend 
County Justice Center.
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Hope not!

God is able to bless you abundantly, so 

that in all things at all times, having all 

that you need, you will abound in every 

good work.

2 Corinthians 9:8

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Obituaries

Today’s Scripture

Did you know?

86037 200337 9

THANKS TO THE SPONSORS OF THE 2020 FOOTBALL GUIDE •  WEEKLY GAME PREVIEW PAGES • FRIDAY NIGHT SCOREBOARD • AND OUR KIDS

Needville ...............27

Navarro ..................45

Columbia ...............40

Sweeny ..................21

East Bernard ..........42

Boling ......................9

Calhoun .................39

El Campo................27

Brazos ....................18

Burton ................... 12

Vidor ......................26

Brazosport .............20

Stafford .................29

Bellville ..................50

Sealy ......................45

Somerset .................6

Davis Bros. 
Auto Supply#2 

Gu
lf

Coast
Roofing

LLC
John R. Eiteman

Owner

BY HERALD STAFF

Richmond city leaders want to spend 
$250,000 fixing up the historic building 
housing the police department, and an-
other $962,000 on a new wastewater treat-
ment plant on the east side.

The two projects are among a handful 
of  capital improvement proposals includ-
ed in a draft budget set to be adopted later 
this month.

Commissioners reviewed the proposed 
$42,527,286 operating budget on Tuesday.

“The budget for fiscal year 2021 was 
prepared strategically and with flexibil-
ity to meet the needs of  the city during 

the uncertain times of  the COVID-19 
pandemic,” said Richmond City Manager 
Teri Vela.

The budget is based on a proposed 
tax rate of  $0.687772 per $100 valuation, 
a decrease from the 2019-20 tax rate of  
$0.699900 per $100 valuation. 

That means the owner of  a $100,000 
home in the city could expect to pay right 
around $700 in property taxes to the city 
next year before exemptions.

A public hearing on the tax rate is set 
for Monday, Sept. 21, after which commis-
sioners are scheduled to vote on the pro-
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Year after year, educators spend hun-
dreds of  dollars and countless hours pre-
paring for the new school year.

And for the second year in a row, the 
Richmond Chapter No. 467 Holy Royal 
Arch Masons wanted to do something to 
help.

On Thursday evening, the Royal Arch 
Masons presented $1,000 to the Jane Long 
Elementary School first grade team.

Royal Arch Mason Cody Cockroft said 
they raised the money through raffle 
sales and donations. With five teachers 
on the first grade team, each teacher re-
ceived $200.

“The teachers have to take money out 
of  their own pockets,” Cockroft said. 

“Children are the future. They provide 
the greatest investment to society and it’s 
often with their own money.

“This is a way to thank them for edu-
cating tomorrow’s leaders.”

First grade teachers Olivia Ruthstrom, 
Diana Gonzalez, Jacqueline Burditt, Son-
ya Hernandez and Megan Stevenson and 
principal Liz Crosby and assistant prin-
cipal Stacy Quarels arrived at the Royal 
Arch Masons with bright eyes and bright-
ly colored face masks.

“It means the world to us,” Crosby said. 
“The community has been such a support 
system for us. We are so lucky.”

Last year, the Royal Arch Masons pre-
sented the financial gifts to the kinder-
garten team, and they plan on moving up 
through the grades each year.

Stevenson, who taught kindergarten 

last year, is a first grade teacher this year.
“I was super excited to hear I was get-

ting this again this year,” she said with 
a smile. “I’m grateful they’re helping us 
spend money in our classrooms that we 
would normally take from our own pock-
ets.”

Hernandez said that with the threat of  
COVID-19 looming over the school, teach-
ers have had to do a lot to acclimate to the 
pandemic.

“With COVID here, we’ve had to spend 
more money for our students both at 
school and at home,” Hernandez revealed. 
“It’s been a blessing to receive this.”

Cockroft said the Royal Arch Masons 
are rooted in faith, hope and charity.

“With coronavirus we’re not able to as 
much,” Cockroft said. “But being able to 
provide these financial gifts means a lot.”

Masons donate money to Jane Long teachers
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Fort Bend County continues to show 
slight improvement in the number of  cas-
es of  COVID-19, as this week’s number of  
cases is lower than last week.

The Fort Bend County Health and 
Human Services reported a combined 
number of  173 cases for Wednesday and 
Thursday, after only reporting 14 cases on 
Tuesday.

For the week beginning on Sept. 4, FBC 
HHS reported 250 cases of  the coronavi-
rus. That is a slightly lower number from 
last week, which 291 cases were reported.

That makes a grand total of  15,331 
cases in the county since March, when 
the coronavirus pandemic began. In that 
same time, 13,509 people have recovered 
from the virus.

The county also reported one death on 
Thursday, a female in her 70s with an un-
derlying condition. That moves the coun-

ty’s death toll to 171.
However, the Texas Department of  

State Health Services reports that there 
are 261 deaths in Fort Bend County, 120 
more than the county’s reported number 
of  fatalities.

County commissioners approved on 
Tuesday a memorandum of  understand-
ing between Texas DSHS and Fort Bend 
County HHS to work together to get an 

Coronavirus cases trending 
down countywide, but slightly
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The Richmond Chapter No. 467 Holy Royal Arch Masons pre-

sented checks to the entire first grade team at Jane Long 

Elementary School Thursday. Pictured are Principal Liz Crosby, 

teachers Diana Gonzalez, Jacqueline Burditt, Olivia Ruthstrom, 

Megan Stevenson, assistant principal Stacy Quarels, Arch 

Mason Cody Cockroft, teacher Sonya Hernandez and Arch 

Masons Aaron Tyksinski, Willie Rodriquez, Donald Hernandez, 

Everett Highnote.

A generous gesture

SEE COVID-19, PAGE  12

Fort Bend County Judge KP 
George will provide his 2020 State 
of  the County address via Zoom on 
Wednesday, Sept. 16, at 11:30 a.m. 

George will discuss the state of  the 
economy, public health, infrastruc-
ture and more. 

This event is in collaboration with 
the Fort Bend Chamber of  Commerce 
and the Fort Bend Central Chamber 
of  Commerce. 

After the address, Judge George 
will be joined virtually by John Zer-
was, M.D., executive vice chancellor 
for Health Affairs of  the University 
of  Texas System.

Richmond commissioners 
review proposed budget

SEE BUDGET, PAGE  12

SEE SCHOOLS, PAGE  12

17 cases of 
COVID-19 
at LCISD
Needville schools 
report 4 cases

George to discuss 
state of the county

Terri Drachenberg was in Needville Thursday evening when she took this photo of the 

setting sun. Skies will be partly cloudy this weekend with the high in the low-90s.

Nature’s canvass


