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HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL

Brazos nabs 9 selections on 

All-District team; see Sports

“If  you can’t win, make the fellow 

ahead of  you break the record.” — Anon-

ymous

Chris Gleason sells his 1933 Chevy 
truck to his neighbor, excited to finish 
building his next project: a 1967 Satel-
lite…

Aileen McComiskey early to work 
every day this week, for the first time, 
like, ever…

Christina Nguyen all moved in to 
her first big girl apartment…

Sheridan Smith planning one last 
party before going back to college in 
Austin on Monday...

John “Jack” Nilson Sanford, 77
Emerick Ernest Dworaczyk, 84
Sean Gamino, 13

 “If  you are ruled by mind you are a 

king; if  by body, a slave.” 

— Cato, Roman statesman and 

historian (234 B.C.-149 B.C.)

See Page 3
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Just can’t win

The Lord said, “I will never leave you 

nor forsake you.”

Joshua 1:5

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Obituaries

Today’s Scripture

Thought for Today

Lions Club stew fundraiser
Needville Lions Club will hold its 

annual stew lunch Sunday, Jan. 13, 
from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at The Old 
Firehouse. Tickets are $8 for all-you-
can-eat dine-in, or $8 for take-out. Only 
300 tickets will be sold and there will 
be limited tickets at the door. Purchase 
tickets early.  Contact Susan Wallis at 
281-344-7858 or contact any Lions Club 
member. Also, tickets can be placed on 
hold for pick up on Sunday.

Meet the Artist
A retrospective for artist Cisco 

Tucker will be held from 5-7 p.m. Feb. 
15 at BR Vino, 1917 Ave. G in Rosen-
berg.

Public dance
The Happy Cousins Dance Club 

will host its monthly dance on Satur-
day, Jan. 12, at the American Legion 
Hall on SH36 in Rosenberg. Al Sulak 
& Country Sounds will provide the 
dance music. The public is invited. For 
more information, call 281-232-3531.

Blood drive
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1208 

Fifth St. in Rosenberg, will host a blood 
drive on Sunday, Feb. 24, from 9:15 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. at the church with help 
from the Gulf  Coast Regional Blood 
Center. Call the church office at 281-
341-7500 or go online to giveblood.org 
to schedule an appointment.

Black & Gold Bash benefit
The Foster Falcons’ second annual 

Black & Gold Bash fundraiser is set 
for Jan. 26, from 7-11 p.m. at Dry Creek 
Social Club. Food, drinks, games and 
auction are scheduled. Proceeds ben-
efit the Foster Falcons. Sponsored by 
Foster Creek Veterinary. For more in-
formation, go online to www.fosterfal-
cons.com.

“For the Kids We Love” Autism 
Advocacy and Awareness Lun-
cheon, presented by Mary and Tom 
Solcher, is slated for Valentine’s 
Day, Feb. 14, at Safari Texas Ranch, 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. “Ausome” artists 
display original artwork for auction 
with a jewelry pull hosted by Ken-
dra Scott. For more information, 
ticket ($50) purchase or table spon-
sor ($500), visit hopeforthree.org or 
call 281-245-0640. 

‘For the Kids We Love’ 
luncheon is Feb. 14
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The Brazos River turnaround in Greatwood is now open to traffic, but the turnaround on the other side of the 

river is still under water. The water of the Brazos River continues to decrease. At 9 a.m. on Friday, the level of 

the river in Richmond was at 44.5 feet, according to the National Weather Service. On Wednesday, the river 

was just above the 45-feet flood stage at 46.5 feet.

Brazos River water level update

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

City council and school board elections 
are planned for May 7 across Fort Bend 
County.

And the first day to file to run for office 
is Wednesday, Jan. 16.

Candidates for city governments may 
file at Rosenberg City Hall, 2011 Fourth St.; 
Richmond City Hall, 402 Morton St.; Need-
ville City Hall, 9022 Main St.; Beasley City 
Hall, 319 S. Third St.; The Village of  Pleak 
City Hall, 6621 FM 2218 South; Fulshear 
City Hall, 30603 FM 1093; Thompsons City 
Hall, 520 Oilfield Road; Wallis City Hall, 
6810 Guyler Building B; or Kendleton City 
Hall, 430 FM 2919.

School board candidates may file at 
Lamar Consolidated ISD Administration 
Building, 3911 Ave. I in Rosenberg; Need-
ville ISD Administration Building, 16227 
SH 36 in Needville; East Bernard ISD, 723 
College St.; or Brazos ISD, 227 Educator 
Lane, Wallis.

The city of  Rosenberg will hold an 
elections for mayor, presently held by Bill 
Benton, and two council positions: At-
Large Position 1, presently held by Jacob 
Balderas, and At- Large Position 2, held by 
Amanda Barta.

The winners will serve two-year terms 
of  office.

Richmond voters will elect two alder-
man this spring.

Barry Beard and Josh Lockhardt hold 

the two alderman positions.
In Needville, voters will elect a mayor 

and two aldermen.
The two alderman positions at large 

are currently represented by Scott McEl-
rath and William Grady Kubenka.

Ernie Stuart serves as mayor.
Two council member positions and the 

mayor’s post are up for election in Beas-
ley, currently filled by Dale Lindemann 
and Douglas Harris and Mayor Kenneth 
Reid.

Pleak voters will elect three alderman.
Michael John, Wade Goates, and Anne 

Stark hold the three aldermen positions.
District 1, District 4 and District 5 seats, 

as well as one At-Large position, are up 
for election in the city of  Fulshear.

Dana Hollingsworth, Joel Patterson, 
Kaye Kahlich and Kent Pool currently 
hold these positions on the council.

In 2016, constituents voted to make Ful-
shear a home-rule city, which increased 
the city council to five single-member dis-
trict positions and two at-large positions.

Three alderman positions are expiring 
in Thompsons. Currently, Gina Tread-
gold, Carol Gubbels and Jacqueline Nor-
wood hold positions on the council.

Wallis voters will elect a mayor and two 
alderman.

Steve Bockel currently serves as mayor. 
The two alderman positions are filled by 
Bernadette Parr and Felix Galvan Jr.

Filing for city, ISD elections begins Wednesday

SEE ELECTIONS, PAGE  10
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Want to plant a backyard garden but 
not sure what will grow in Fort Bend 
County?

Are feral pigs ravaging corn crops?
Texas A&M AgriLife officials in Fort 

Bend County invite backyard gardeners 
and farmers with hundreds of  acres to the 
34th annual Fort Bend Regional Vegetable 
Conference on Thursday, Feb. 7.

The conference, dubbed “a celebration 
of  vegetable production along the upper 
Gulf  Coast region,” will run from 8 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. at the Fort Bend County Fair-
grounds, buildings C and D, located at 4310 
SH 36 in Rosenberg.

Officials will be accepting registration 
until Jan. 23.

The cost with lunch included is $30 per 
person.

The conference is scheduled to include 
speakers from and information pertain-
ing to Fort Bend, Waller, Wharton, Harris, 

Galveston, Brazoria, Colorado and Austin 
counties.

Sessions will also focus on teaching 
sustainable practices to help producers 
maximize efficiency and profitability.

According to Fort Bend County Exten-
sion Agent Boone Holladay, the confer-
ence is for both the commercial growers 
and the backyard growers.

“We provide content for anyone,” Hol-
laday said. “Whether you’re maintaining 
a garden in your backyard or 500-acres of  
land, we got you covered. We try to pro-
vide new content every year.”

The event has something for every pro-
ducer, he said, and will offer five continu-
ing education credits for Texas Depart-
ment of  Agriculture license holders.

Conference seminars will include pro-
grams about vegetable disease manage-
ment, a strawberry project update, feral 
swine management and pesticide train-
ing.

Vegetable conference topics include feral swine management

Robert and Phoebe Lake of Cypress pick up some gardening tips from Arleen Harbin 

and Fran Steele during the a previous Fort Bend Regional Vegetable Conference. This 

year’s conference is planned for Thursday, Feb. 7, in buildings C and D at the fairgrounds.
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SEE CONFERENCE, PAGE  10

Prior to the gaveling of  the 86th Texas 
Legislature, state Rep. Phil Stephenson 
filed House Bill 191, relating to the dispos-
al of  pesticides. 

HB 191 would 
in effect set up an 
agricultural pesti-
cide disposal pro-
gram for unused, 
unwanted, and 
expired chemicals, 
explained Stephen-
son, whose House 
District 85 includes 
part of  Fort Bend 
County.

In 2010, the state 
of  Texas cut a pro-
gram vital to agriculture and the envi-
ronment due to legislative budget cuts, 
Stephenson noted. 

This was an agricultural waste dis-
posal program administered through the 
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality, or TCEQ, he said. 

“This disposal program had operated 
without interruption as far back as the 
early nineties, and, according to those in 
agriculture was a much needed service as 
it is unlawful to dispose of  these chemi-
cals improperly,” he explained.

Since the discontinuation of  the pro-
gram the TCEQ has, via its website, ad-
vised farmers and ranchers on their op-
tions regarding disposal of  agricultural 
waste., Stephenson added.

“But these options are costly, whereas 
the program discontinued by the TCEQ 
was free of  charge,” he said.

HB 191 calls for the Texas Department 
of  Agricultureto collects fees biannually 
from the manufacturers of  pesticides. 

These fees total around $9.6 million ev-
ery two years. 

A small portion of  these fees, not to 
exceed $400,000, would be deposited to 
the program before the excess funds are 
swept into general revenue. 

Stephenson files bill to tackle 
agricultural pesticide disposal

Phil 
Stephenson

SEE STEPHENSON, PAGE  10

The Rosenberg Railroad Museum,1921 
Avenue F, will host its annual WinterFest 
fundraiser on Saturday, Jan. 12. Activities 
include games, bouncy houses, a garden 
railroad, tours of  a vintage passenger car, 
working switch depot and more.

RR Museum 
WinterFest set 
for Saturday

BY HERALD STAFF
A vehicle fire caused U.S. 59 to shut 

down at FM 2218 in Rosenberg for about an 
hour Thursday evening, according to local 
authorities.

At 7:13 p.m., a call came in to the Rosen-
berg Fire Department reporting that a Ford 
F250 pickup truck traveling northbound on 
the freeway had caught fire, according to 
Public Information Officer Barbara Smol-
ick.

She said the truck had experienced a 
flat in the front left tire. Due to the ongoing 
road construction, there was nowhere to 
pull over so driver proceeded to the nearest 
exit.

Before the exit could be reached, the tire 
had caught fire and spread to the engine, 
according to Smolick. Due to the amount 
of  traffic at the time, firefighters had to 
access the scene across the southbound 
lanes, which caused the entire highway to 
be closed temporarily at the scene, she said.

U.S. 59 was cleared at around 8:30 p.m.
There were no injuries reported.

Truck that caught fire 
caused lane closures 
on US 59 Thursday

BY TYLER JOHNSON
sjohnson@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County District Attorney Brian Middleton an-
nounced new members and internal promo-
tions to his staff  on Friday.

This comes a week after he fired 13 prose-
cutors, an investigator and an administrator 
from the previous district attorney’s staff.

After his first full week in office, Middle-
ton named Ibrahim Elias Khawaja as his 
first assistant.

“New prosecutors were hired and some 
prosecutors were promoted,” Middleton stat-
ed in a press release. “As a result, the new 
staff  is highly skilled with decades of  prose-
cutorial experience.”

Khawaja is a Sugar Land resident and 
founder of  the Khawaja Law Firm. He 
served as an assistant district attorney at the Harris County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office prior to starting his own practice.

According to the press release, Khawaja has been recognized 
as one of  H Texas Magazine’s Houston’s Top Lawyers from 2011 

FORT WORTH (AP) — A federal jury 
has found a suburban North Texas couple 
guilty of  enslaving a Guinean woman for 
16 years.

Jurors found Mohamed Toure (TOHR’-
eh) and his wife, Denise Cros-Toure, 
guilty Thursday of  forced labor. They 
face up to 20 years in prison, but no sen-
tencing date was immediately set.

Toure is the son of  a former president 

of  the West African country of  Guinea. 
The Southlake, Texas, pair was accused 
of  bringing the 5-year-old girl from her 
rural Guinean village in 2000 and forcing 
her to work without pay in their home for 
years. Authorities began investigating 
after the victim fled the couple’s home in 
2016.

The defense attorneys said they would 
appeal the verdict.

North Texas couple convicted of 
enslaving African girl for 16 years

The Needville Education Founda-
tion’s annual Blue Jean Ball fundraiser 
is set for 5 p.m. Friday, Jan. 18, at Colum-
bus Club Hall on SH 36. 

Activities include a live auction. In-
dividual tickets are $25 and VIP tables 
are $500 for six guests, $1,000 for eight, or 
$2,500 for 12.  

To donate auction items or pur-
chase tickets, e-mail Shelley Krauss at 
krausss@needvilleisd.com or call her at 
281-509-5524 or 281-725-7815.

The ball is the Foundation’s largest 
benefit of  the year, and provides grants 
to Needville educators and scholarships 
to Needville seniors.

Annual Blue Jean Ball benefit 
scheduled for Friday, Jan. 18

New DA appoints 12  
members to his staff

SEE DISTRICT ATTORNEY, PAGE  10

Brian
Middleton


