
BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY
swilley@fbherald.com

Saying they are responding to the re-
quests of  health care leaders, business 
owners and citizens, Fort Bend County 
officials announced Tuesday they would 
impose an ordinance requiring custom-
ers and employees to wear masks inside 
of  commercial establishments.

The ordinance goes into effect at mid-
night Thursday and will remain in place 
for two weeks unless extended by the com-
missioners court.

“This is not a punishment,” Fort Bend 
County Judge KP George said during a 
hastily-called news conference Tuesday.

“We are not looking to punish our cit-

izens. We are not looking to punish our 
businesses. We simply want to be safe.”

George said his decision to impose the 
order comes after the number of  corona-
virus cases in the county doubled in less 
than a month.

A total of  3,267 residents have tested 
positive for the virus, according to the 
Fort Bend County Health and Human 
Services Department, which is tracking 
the impact of  the virus countywide.

Fifty-one residents have perished from 
the virus, health authorities reported 
Wednesday.

County Attorney Roy Cordes Jr., whose 
staff  helped prepare the ordinance, said 
the mandate holds commercial business-
es responsible for enforcing the order.

“It holds commercial businesses ac-
countable, not the public, but the busi-
nesses,” he explained.

Businesses that violate the order may 
be fined up to $500 per infraction, he said.

Fort Bend County District Attorney 
Brian Middleton said he didn’t expect cit-
izens or businesses to object to the mask 
order.

He said he didn’t see any objections to 
the stay home ordinance or the ordinance 
closing bars, hair salons or prohibiting 
dining in at restaurants in March and 
April.

“I don’t believe this is a confrontation 
we are going to have,” he said, adding “It 
will be a sad state of  affairs if  law enforce-
ment has to force someone to do what is 

right and what is in the best interest of  
the community.”

Dr. Jacqueline Minter, director of  the 
Fort Bend County Health Authority, said 
it’s crucial the county take steps to halt 
the rise in virus cases.

She said 2-3% percent of  the county’s 
population was testing positive for the 
virus in mid-May and by mid-June 9-10% 
were testing positive.

She attributes the steep increase to the 
reopening of  the county and state to busi-
ness in March.

She said her office watched the cases 
rise countywide after the second phase of  
Reopening Texas was launched May 18.
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Foster duo named to presea-

son all-state team; 

see Sports

1. Yawn: An honest opinion openly ex-

pressed.

2. Wrinkles: Something other people 

have, similar to my character lines.

Cassandra Sickman of  Rosenberg 
excited to be named to the Dean’s List at 
Miami University last semester. She  is 
majoring in botany...

Guess who made the Dean’s List at 
the University of  Rhode Island last se-
mester? That’s right, it’s Ugene Sano 
of  Rosenberg. Way to go, Ugene, your 
family and friends are so proud of  
you!...

April Dowdy Salas considering 
changing her hairstyle....From smart 
and sassy to very smart and very sassy!..

Zachery Willey moving to New 
Mexico to live with his first cousin...

Elda Coronado, 70
Bobby Joe Jimenez, 36
Joylin Guillory, 80
Martina Cruz, 96
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And more definitions

You show that you are a letter from 

Christ, the result of  our ministry, written 

not with ink but with the Spirit of  the 

living God, not on tablets of  stone but on 

tablets of  human hearts.

2 Corinthians 3:3

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Obituaries

Today’s Scripture
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The Rose Ranch subdivision in the ex-
tra-territorial jurisdiction of  Rosenberg 
could once again have the opportunity to 
be annexed in the city.

At a special Rosenberg City Council 
meeting Tuesday, council members reluc-
tantly agreed to reconsider restarting the 
annexation process for Municipal Utility 
District No. 66.

The meeting was conducted via Zoom 
because of  a significant rise in COVID-19 
cases in the community.

The annexation process began with a 
letter of  intent to annex last August. But 
when the MUD developers failed to pro-
vide the city with the information and 
payment to move forward with the an-
nexation, council members rescinded the 
letter of  intent to annex.

“The mayor couldn’t care less if  this 
MUD gets annexed or not,” Mayor Bill 
Benton told the council. “Let’s keep our 
eye on the ball people. The question is do 
y’all wish to entertain the possibility of  a 
(letter of  intent to annex)?”

According to City Attorney Grady 
Randle, the MUD must complete a one-
year “cooling off” period before reactivat-
ing the annexation process.

“My recommendation is (bringing this 
back) any time after Aug. 20,” Randle said.

Last year, Assistant City Manager 
Joyce Vasut revealed that the city would 
take on about $2.2 million in bond debt 
if  the MUD is annexed. She noted that 
it would take 41 years for the MUD res-
idents to pay off  the debt at the current 
size of  the subdivision.

“I’m not going to vote on anything 

Council to look at MUD 66 
annexation again in August

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

The Family Fourth Celebration in 
Rosenberg is officially canceled.

But a fireworks show could still hap-
pen in the future.

At the Rosenberg City Council work-
shop meeting, council members dis-
cussed rescheduling the fireworks show.

The meeting was conducted via Zoom 
because of  a significant rise in COVID-19 
cases in the community.

“I want to ask y’all, are y’all aware that 
locally we have had a tremendous spike 
of  the COVID?” Mayor Bill Benton asked 
council.

“Prior to a week ago, no one I knew per-
sonally has had it. Since then, six people I 
know have it.

“The thing we have to consider is ev-
erything we do is for the citizens. Every-
thing. All of  the employees we hire pro-
vide municipal services. At the Family 
Fourth, we have a lot of  city employees 
that go there and work.

“I’m concerned that a lot of  the party 
goers will get the virus. What’s going to 
happen if  our employees get the virus? 
How are they going to provide municipal 
services for the citizens?”

According to City Manager John 
Maresh, six city employees have contract-
ed the potentially deadly virus as of  Mon-
day.

Before discussion began, Rosenberg 
resident Carlos Garcia spoke in favor of  
canceling the Family Fourth Celebration.

“Reconsider this event,” he told coun-

cil in a letter. “The safety and health of  
our citizens is more important than 30 
minutes of  fireworks.”

Garcia has tested positive for the virus, 
he told his Facebook friends on June 22. 
He said he is recuperating in home quar-
antine.

Benton said he agreed with Garcia. He 
asked council if  they would be amenable 
to moving the fireworks show to the con-
tracted rain-out date, Sept. 24.

“I think we should go with the Sep-
tember rain-out day for now,” council 
member Jacob Balderas said. “As it ap-
proaches, if  we see a spike in COVID or a 
monsoon is coming, then at that point, we 
figure out if  we re-issue the permit. Let’s 
take the September date and hope for the 
best.”

City Manager John Maresh said the 
fireworks contract states that it must be 
a true rain out in order to utilize the rain-
out date. He said he will get in contact 
with the fireworks provider and get back 
to council.

“Translation: John will get back to 
you,” Benton said.

The next regular Rosenberg City Coun-
cil meeting will be held July 7.

Citizens will not be allowed to attend 
council meetings, but can still ask ques-
tions via letters, telephone or email. 
Email comments to dswint@rosenbergtx.
gov.

Meetings can be watched live on the 
city’s YouTube Channel “RosenbergTX-
Gov,” on the city’s website at www.rosen-
bergtx.gov/tv, and on Comcast Channel 
16 for residents within the city limits.

COVID spike forces city 
to cancel fireworks show

Early voting
Early voting in the special July 14 

run-off  election will take place from 
June 29-July 10 and Election Day, which 
is the last day you can vote, is on July 
14.

July 4th closings
The city of  Richmond will be closed 

Friday, July 3, for Independence Day, a 
city holiday for employees. City Hall is 
located at 402 Morton St. 

Church fundraiser
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church in 

Needville rescheduled its March 29 
Spring Fest for Saturday, June 28 from 
10:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. as a drive- thru 
Chicken Fried Steak Dinner at Harvest  
Park. Also included is a Bake Sale, Coun-
try Store and Plant Sale.  All pre-sold tick-
ets will be honored and additional tickets 
are available. Call Patty Ciampi for addi-
tional Information at 281-633-1952. 

Dr. Jacqueline Minter County Attorney Roy Cordess District Attorney Brian Middleton Dr. Majid Basit

“Many businesses that were 
beginning to reopen have 
had to close again due to 
the number of workplace 
infections and exposures.”

“It holds commercial 
businesses accountable, not 

the public, but the businesses.”

It will be a sad state of affairs 
if law enforcement has to force 

someone to do what is right 
and what is in the best interest 

of the community.”

“I can assure you, the hospitals 
are full. There are no beds 

available. If we don’t slow the 
spread now, we will overwhelm 

our health care system.” 

Coronavirus spike leads county to impose mask order on employees, customers

Masks required in businesses

SEE COUNTY, PAGE  5A
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The city of Richmond hired a new police chief. J.J. Craig fills the vacancy created by the 

departure of Gary Adams in December. Craig is featured in the Rose-Rich supplement in 

today’s edition. See story, Page 6A.

Richmond welcomes new police chief

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County made some chang-
es to allow more businesses to apply and 
receive funds from its Small Business 
Emergency Grant Program as part of  the 
CARES Act.

The county’s commissioners’ court 
approved new guidelines to allow differ-
ent kinds of  small businesses to get the 
proper kind of  funding to help overcome 
some of  the setbacks from the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The new guidelines allow those busi-
nesses that received federal funds from 
the Paycheck Protection Program to be 
eligible to receive funds from the local 
program. It also allows businesses of  dif-
ferent sizes to get funding that can help 
them in the short term.

For example, small businesses with 
annual sales from $25,000 to $100,000 per 
year would receive a grant of  $5,000. Busi-
nesses with sales up to $2 million would 
receive a $15,000 grant, and businesses 
with sales from $2 to $5 million would get 
a $25,000 grant. 

Another change is the allocation of  $12 
million of  the $13 million of  contingency 
funds and $5 million of  the $7 million the 

county has for its COVID-19 budget to give 
to the program for a total of  $38 million.

“I think that this is the right move that 
is going to help a lot of  are struggling 
businesses to get back into business and 
rehire some of  our county residents who 
unfortunately find themselves unem-
ployed as a result of  businesses being 
shut down,” Precinct 3 Commissioner 
Andy Meyers said. “So hopefully we’re 
getting back a little bit closer to normal.”

Meyers and Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Grady Prestage worked with county audi-
tor Ed Sturdivant to make the changes to 
the guidelines. The moves are expected to 
increase the number of  applicants to the 
program, which Sturdivant said could be 
at 2,500 businesses.

“We’re at 721 (applicants to the pro-
gram) as of  right now, and the reason for 
doing this is we’re hoping to get more ap-
plicants,” Studivant said.

The changes are expected to be made 
to the county’s website in the next couple 
of  days to reflect the new changes to the 
program.

“Please spread the word and it is im-
portant (businesses) go and apply,” Coun-
ty Judge KP George said. “Don’t make 
any judgment by themselves whether 
they qualify or not.”

County makes more COVID 
relief grant money available

SEE COUNCIL, PAGE  8A

Main Street Director Jackie Weh-

ring’s hard work has paid off. She’s 

been promoted! See story, Page 7A.

A Fort Bend County jail inmate has 
contracted COVID-19 and so have six 

jailers, the Fort Bend County Sheriff’s 
Department reported.

1 county inmate, 6 jails have virus


