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swilley@fbherald.com

The Texas State Bar Board of  Directors 
have asked President Larry McDougal to 
provide a plan of  action for addressing his 
online comments that many found racist 
and insensitive, in-
cluding a 2015 Face-
book post in which he 
called the Black Lives 
Matter movement a 
terrorist group.

The board of  di-
rectors asked the 
Richmond attorney 
to provide his action 
plan by the Septem-
ber board meeting 
and a final plan by 
January 2021.

McDougal was 
sworn in as State Bar president on July 17.

He came under fire days later after he 
posted a comment online criticizing a per-
son who wore a Black Lives Matter T-shirt 
to a polling place. McDougal said he be-
lieved the T-shirt amounted to “election-
eering.” In his post, McDougal cited a case 
in which wearing a MAGA hat at a polling 
place was held to be electioneering. “I see 
no difference in that hat and this shirt,” he 
wrote below a photo of  the person wearing 
the Black Lives Matter shirt.

Detractors then combed through Mc-
Dougal’s past social media posts to find 
the one in which he discredited the Black 

Lives Matter movement.
The posts brought calls for his resig-

nation and condemnation from other bar 
leaders.

The State Bar board of  directors met 
Monday to take up the issue.  

During a hearing,  31 speakers at the 
hearing called for his resignation, 13 crit-
icized his remarks but didn’t ask for his 
resignation and 18 supported him.

 “I listened very closely to all the con-
cerns that were expressed during the Tex-
as State Bar meeting this week and I’m 
grateful I had a chance to publicly apol-
ogize to the people to whom I offended,” 
McDougal told The Herald.

“I believe it was an excellent day of  lis-
tening to the numerous view points from 
every demographic and I’ve learned a lot.

“I look forward to continuing the con-
versation and learning more as an organi-
zation about racial injustice.  With contin-
ued education and perseverance, I believe 
the Texas State Bar will continue to grow 
and serve our state in an even more useful 
way.   I have not and will not resign because 
I take my role as president very seriously.  
I will continue to lead this organization in 
the best way possible.  I want my actions to 
speak louder than my words.”

After the meeting the board voted to cre-
ate a State Bar task force on diversity, equi-
ty and inclusion, as well as require mem-
bers of  the board to  complete implicit bias 
training by Dec. 31, and consider making 
implicit bias training a requirement for 
Texas attorneys.
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Terry focused on the details; 

see Sports

If  you believe all this virus stuff  and 

quarantining will end and we will get 

back to normal just because we reopen 

everything, raise your hand.

Now slap yourself  with it.

Rosenberg City Councilman Tim 

Anders marrying girlfriend Shawn 

Konesheck Stavinoha and dancing 
the night away...

Precinct 1 Justice of  the Peace Gary 

Janssen showing off  some sweets he 
and his staff  got from an appreciative 
staff  at OakBend Medical Center...

Larry McDougal enjoying a nap on 
a rainy afternoon...

Doris Rosenbaum Dahse posting a 
photo of  a rainbow online...

Lamar Consolidated ISD Athletic Di-
rector Nikki Nelson hoping for a foot-
ball season this year...

Collyn Keitt manifesting the per-
fect birthday party, pandemic or other-
wise…

Patrick See taking a trip down to 
Florida to visit friends and family…

Sara Abdin lighting a candle and 
taking advantage of  the chill, rainy 
day…

Bryanna Solis gets engaged to high 
school sweetheart on anniversary trip…

— BH
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Jesus said, “I was hungry and you 

gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 

and you gave me something to drink, I 

was a stranger and you invited me in.”

Matthew 25:35
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Gulf  Coast Regional Blood Drive 
will be held on Sunday, Aug. 16 from 11 
a.m. to  2:30 p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, 1208 Fifth St. in Rosenberg.  

By appointment only; no walk-ins. Call 
the church office at 281-341-7500 or go 
online to giveblood.org to schedule an 
appointment.

New testing site
The state of  Texas announced on 

Monday it is opening a new COVID-19 
test site at the Fort Bend County Fair-
grounds, 4310 SH 36 in Rosenberg.  
The site is open Monday-Sunday 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m.  To schedule a test, call 
844-778-2455, email covid19help@ho-
numg.com or online at www.honumg.
com/fortbend.

The ballfield at Travis Park in Rosenberg is swamped with rainwater. Rainshowers con-

tinued to pound Fort Bend County on Wednesday afternoon, and forecasters say more 

rain is likely throughout the week. Farmers who were hoping to harvest corn crops will 

have to wait until fields dry out before they can get tractors and harvesters in them.

Rain, rain go away!

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Lamar Consolidated ISD is still plan-
ning to open its schools and offer both 
in-person learning and online learning 
when school starts on Aug.24.

Despite other school districts in the 
Houston area opting to close schools and 
offer online-only education until Labor 
Day, LCISD feels that by starting school 
weeks later than the other districts will 
help them be able to put in safety mea-
sures to protect students and staff  from 
being exposed to COVID-19.

The LCISD board of  trustees talked 
with Fort Bend County Health Director 
Dr. Jacqueline Minter at a special board 
meeting on Tuesday, where she answered 
questions and offered support to the dis-

trict, but wanted them to take things at a 
slow pace to prevent spread of  the virus.

“Whatever decision that you choose to 
make, we are there for you,” Minter told 
the board.

Minter came to the board meeting after 
writing the district a letter of  support a 
week ago as LCISD announced plans to 
reopen schools after they were closed in 
March when the coronavirus hit the area.

After Minter spoke, LCISD board mem-
ber Kathryn Kaminski motioned to have 
the district begin the first two weeks of  
school with online-only education. But 
her motion did not receive a second and 
died.

Board members and some LCISD staff  
seem to be cautiously optimistic with the 
district’s plan to reopen their schools, but 
board member Alex Hunt is concerned 

about how some LCISD teachers are feel-
ing about returning to work with little 
information about how schools will look 
and feel while in a pandemic.

“My concern is that we have given a 
choice to our parents, but teachers seem 
to don’t have a choice,” Hunt said. “And 
I think a lack of  information compounds 
that anxiety.”

Also, LCISD assistant superintendent 
and chief  of  staff  Dr. Mike Rockwood re-
leased the early numbers of  commitment 
forms sent to parents to decide which 
kind of  education that they want: in-per-
son or online.

Only 11,775 parents have filled out the 
commitment form online, which is rough-
ly one-third of  the LCISD student popula-
tion. Of  those who responded, 58% have 
chosen to go online-only, while 42% chose 

to return to school.
Also, 68% of  the respondents said that 

they do not need a technology device – 
such as a laptop or tablet – provided to 
them by the district, while 32% would 
request for a device. As for internet hot 
spots, 85% said that they do not need a 
hot spot, while 15% said that they do need 
one.

LCISD is asking all parents to fill out a 
commitment form to decide what kind of  
education their student wants to receive 
this school year. The deadline for the form 
is 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 9. Also, par-
ents can change their decision after the 
first six weeks.

To fill out and send the form online and 
get details about it, visit www.lcisd.org/
about/2020-21-return-to-school/commit-
ment-form.

LCISD continues plans to open schools, 
but small majority want online teaching

Larry
McDougal

Bar President McDougal 
apologizes for BLM posts

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

The tax rate in the city of  Rosenberg 
could drop to 40 cents.

But in order to comfortably do that, 
Mayor Bill Benton wants to take upwards 
of  $150,000 from the general fund balance 
to make the proposed tax rate work.

Although no action was taken at the 
Rosenberg City Council workshop meet-
ing this week, Benton and the rest of  
council agreed to look into cutting the tax 
rate by at least 1.5 cents.

The fiscal year 2021 budget was initial-
ly prepared using a 40.5 cents per $100 
valuation tax rate applied to the certified 
taxable property values.

The current tax rate is 41.5 cents.
“The current budget includes a tax rate 

of  40.5 cents, which is one cent below the 
current tax rate,” Assistant City Manager 
Joyce Vasut explained to council.

“The proposed tax rate with new val-
ue will generate more revenue than last 
year.”

Benton, who has been advocating for 
tax cuts since he got on council 10 years 
ago, said the city’s tax rate is almost 
where he wants it.

“I’d like it to be an even 40 cents,” he 
suggested.

However, by cutting the tax rate anoth-
er half-cent, the city would lose $145,000 in 
the FY2021 budget, Vasit said.

Benton suggested taking the $145,000 
needed to fund the FY2021 budget from 
the general fund balance, which current-

ly holds $17 million.
Council members Jacob Balderas, 

Richard Olson, Steven DeGregorio and 
Tim Anders said they would be amenable 
to a 40-cent tax rate, but council mem-
bers Kevin Raines and Isaac Davila were 
against the 1.5 cent tax cut.

“In these uncertain times, I would 
be wary to do any more (cuts than pro-
posed),” Raines said. “I’m in favor of  40.5 
(cents).”

Davila agreed, adding that the city has 
no idea what financial position it could be 
in by the end of  the year.

However, the two were outnumbered.
“Anyway, I think it’s the consensus of  

the council for a 40 cent tax rate,” Benton 
finished.

On Aug. 11, council will attend a budget 
workshop.

And on Sept. 1, council is slated to 
adopt the 2020 budget and tax rate.

The 2020 fiscal year will begin Oct. 1 
and the new tax rate goes into effect Jan. 
1.

The next regular Rosenberg City Coun-
cil meeting will be held via Zoom telecon-
ference on Aug. 4.

Citizens will not be allowed to attend 
council meetings, but can still ask ques-
tions via letters, telephone or email.

Email comments to dswint@rosen-
bergtx.gov.

Meetings can be watched live on the 
city’s YouTube Channel “RosenbergTX-
Gov,” on the city’s website at www.rosen-
bergtx.gov/tv, and on Comcast Channel 
16 for residents within the city limits.

Rosenberg council 
eyes 40-cent tax rate

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

The effort to fight COVID-19 in Fort 
Bend County took a bitter turn into a po-
litical battle as two county commissioners 
claim County Judge KP George is “install-
ing fear” in the local business community.

Commissioners approved extending 
the emergency declaration for the corona-
virus to Aug. 31, but it was a 3-2 vote that 
split across party lines.

The two Republican commissioners 
– Precinct 1 Commissioner Vincent Mo-
rales and Precinct 3 Commissioner Andy 
Meyers – felt that extending the emergen-
cy is adding anxiety to local businesses 
trying to regroup from the pandemic.

“You are installing fear to local busi-
nesses, and it is not a good look to our local 
constitutes,” Morales told George.

Meyers asked George was he going to 
order to close the schools, which he later 
answered in the meeting. “I’ve talked to 
several superintendents in the county, but 
I never considered anything like that,” 
George said.

George said that he was relying on the 
advice of  local health officials to extend 
the emergency declaration and accused 

Meyers and Morales of  making the re-
sponse to the coronavirus “a political is-
sue.”

“Everything you just said is completely 
wrong,” George said to Morales.

George has said in the past that the 
emergency declaration is used to get spe-
cial funding for the county to help fight 
the spread of  the virus, which includes 
testing and contact tracing.

The battle between George and the two 
GOP commissioners has been going on 
since the pandemic hit Fort Bend County. 
The group has clashed over the wearing 
of  masks, where federal CARES Act funds 
went, and especially over the stay-at-home 
order that forced many businesses to close 
for weeks.

George has claimed to rely on the sci-
ence and data to make his decisions on 
dealing with the coronavirus, but he has 
been attacked online by his detractors, 
some of  them going into racist tropes due 
to his Indian heritage.

Precinct 2 Commissioner Grady Pre-
stage called for the motion, and Precinct 
4 Commissioner Ken DeMerchant second-
ed it. Both Democratic commissioners 
joined George, also a Democrat, to vote for 
the extension.

County extends COVID 
emergency declaration

Ricky “Slick Rick” Bufford Sr., 55
Betty Jean Rivers, 68
Herbert Bennie Harris, 65
James Edward Ryza, 71
Katherine Dogan Holloway, 91
Ramon Barron III, 46
Edward Mach, 89
Nancy Revelle Kuebler, 83
James Earl Spencer, 65

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg Abbott an-
nounced that the grade promotion re-
quirement related to the State of  Texas 
Assessments of  Academic Readiness 
(STAAR) test for students in grades 5 
and 8 has been waived for the upcoming 
school year. 

Typically, school systems must take 
into account a student’s score on the STA-
AR test to determine whether the student 

can be promoted to the next grade level. 
The traditional A-F rating system will 

remain in place, albeit with certain ad-
justments due to COVID-19.

Typically, students enrolled in grades 
5 and 8 are required to re-take a STAAR 
test late in the school year, and some-
times again in the summer, if  they do not 
meet grade level when taken during the 
spring.

Texas waives STAAR testing

St. Paul Lutheran to host blood drive

“The best preparation for tomorrow is 

doing your best today.”

— H. Jackson Brown Jr., 

American author

(born 1940)


