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COLLEGE 
BASEBALL

Area baseball stars prepare 

for NCAA tournament; 

see Sports

Ingrid Nina Hoeberg and Larry 

Macejewski celebrating their sixth an-
niversary with dinner out...

Jeff  Tallas placing miniature Amer-
ican flags on graves at the Veterans Me-
morial Cemetery...

Frank Cempa Jr. and family spend-
ing time at their bay house... The Wright 

brothers — Jerry, Milton and Everett, 
all retired DPS troopers, get together for 
a photo in 2018. Milton posted the photo 
online this weekend for friends to see...
Juan Valente Perales at Minute Maid 
Park watching his Astros...

“Prepare for the unknown by studying 

how others in the past have coped with 

the unforeseeable and the unpredictable.”

 — George S. Patton, U.S. General 

(1885-1945)
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TUESDAY, JUNE 1, 2021

Those who wait for the Lord shall re-

new their strength, they shall mount up 

with wings like eagles, they shall run 

and not be weary, they shall walk and 

not faint.
Isaiah 40:31

Good Afternoon

Around the Bend

Today’s Scripture

Thought for Today

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

Three trains. Two days. Zero move-
ment.

Between May 15 and May 17, trains 
were blocking the railroad crossings at 
Third Street and Rawson Drive, causing 
delays and traffic congestion.

And Rosenberg City Council member 
Isaac Davila wanted to do something 
about it. Which is why he brought this 
issue to the council’s workshop meeting 
this month.

“Right, so, in case people didn’t hear, 
we had two crossings that were blocked 
for three days,” Davila explained.

“I wanted to bring it up and (Police 
Chief  Jonathan White) sent us communi-
cation (with the railroad).

“Pretty much, they admitted they had 
an inexperienced crew and promised not 
to do it again. Is that what it was?”

White said Kansas City Southern Rail 
owned the locomotives in question.

“The crew for Kansas City Southern 
did not update their dispatch center or 
their internal controls that they were go-
ing to be shutting the train down so they 
could go on their resting hours,” White 
told council.

“And it wasn’t until late Monday night 
that they determined it was a Kansas 
City Southern train. They dispatched a 

crew out that removed that train Tuesday 
morning.

“Miscommunication across the board. 
KCS took accountability. They’re sorry 
for the event and they’ve assured us that 
it shouldn’t happen again.”

According to city staff, this problem 
couldn’t have been solved by Rosenberg 
authorities.

Prior to June 2005, the Transportation 
Code enabled local jurisdictions to issue 
citations to the railroad company if  its 
train blocked a railroad crossing for more 
than 10 minutes. But on June 17, 2005, the 
Texas attorney general removed changed 
that.

“I put this on here so we could kind of  

address it and people know that we take 
it serious,” Davila said. “They can pret-
ty much store trains when they want to 
there, but they should at least split them 
up where they’re not blocking the cross-
ings.”

White said that the police department 
would work in conjunction with the rail-
road companies to stop something like 
this from happening again.

“They admitted they messed up,” coun-
cil member Tim Krugh said. “They didn’t 
follow procedures. At all. I know what 
that’s like. Been there.

“I think we’re OK. Lessons learned on 
this whole thing on both sides. I think 
we’ll be fine.”

Council addresses railway congestion
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Friday was a big day for Taylor Ray Elementary School Principal Ben Perez. And not 

just because it was the last day of the 2020-2021 school year. On May 28, Perez was 

presented this year’s National Distinguished Principal for Texas award by the Texas El-

ementary Principals and Supervisors Association. Pictured are Noah Perez, 10, TEPSA 

Executive Director Harley Eckhart, Perez, and Christian Perez, 8.

A distinguished principal
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Kevin Raines’ time as mayor pro 
tem over the last two years has paid 
off. In the event that the mayor was 
not present for Rosenberg City Coun-
cil meetings, Raines took over.

And now that Raines is mayor of  
Rosenberg, it’s time for council mem-
bers to appoint a new mayor pro tem.

At Tuesday’s meeting, councilors 
will do just that.

In the event that the mayor is un-
able to perform his duties, the mayor 
pro tem will also be the second in com-
mand.

Once appointed, the mayor pro tem 
will serve a one-year term.

Council members will also consider 
designating a representative and an 
official alternative to the H-GAC as-
sembly.

According to city staff, there are 
currently no Rosenberg representa-
tives serving the 2021 assembly.

The H-GAC panel meets on the third 
Tuesday of  each month at 10 a.m., at 

its offices in Houston. H-GAC is a re-
gional organization of  local govern-
ments that considers issues and coop-
erates in solving area wide problems.

In other business, council members 
will consider reappointing Phyllis 
Ross to serve as municipal court judge 
for a two-year term.

Ross was appointed to serve as 
judge by council in February 2017, and 
reappointed in 2019.

Pending reappointment, Ross would 
serve through February 2023.

Tuesday’s meeting will begin at 
6:30 p.m. at City Hall, 2110 Fourth St.

Citizens will be allowed to attend 
council meetings.

However, seating will be limited and 
masks will be recommended and en-
couraged. 

There will also be mandatory tem-
perature checks.

Meetings can also be watched 
live on the city’s YouTube Channel 
“RosenbergTXGov,” on the city’s web-
site at www.rosenbergtx.gov/tv, and 
on Comcast Channel 16 for residents 
within the city limits.

Rosenberg council to 
appoint mayor pro tem

Czech Heritage Society
The Czech Heritage Society of  Fort 

Bend County will hold a membership 
meeting at 10 a.m. Saturday, June 12, 
at the Gus George Law Enforcement 
Academy at 1521 Eugene Heimann, 
Richmond.  Winners of  the high school 
scholarships and their families will be 
our speakers.  Social distancing will be 
observed and no potluck lunch. Please 
wear a mask.

Hermann Sons Life
Members of  the Rosenberg-Rich-

mond Lodge 85 Hermann Sons Life will 
meet on Monday, June 14 at 7 p.m. at the 
Rosenberg Civic Center. Chicken fried 
chicken and chicken fried steak will be 
served. Dessert furnished.  Call 281-344-
8055 for more information.

Comedy show fundraiser
The Rotary Club of  Richmond will 

host a fun evening of  comedy and bar-
becue from 6:30-9 p.m. Saturday, June 
5, at the Swinging Door Barbecue 
Restaurant, 3818 FM 359 in Richmond. 
Admission to the comedy show is $80. 
Everyone is invited. Space is limited 
so reserve seats online at RotaryRich-
mond.org. All proceeds support the 
Rotary Club of  Richmond’s efforts to 
better the community through service 
projects and student scholarships.

Queens contest
The Fort Bend County Fair is now 

accepting entries for contestants for 
the Fair Queen Scholarship Contest. 
The number of  contestants is limit-
ed to the first 20 entries, and the reg-
istration deadline is June 14, 2021. A 
mandatory orientation meeting will 
be held on Sunday, July 11, 2021, at 
2:30 pm at the Fairgrounds in build-
ing B. The 2021 Fort Bend County Fair 
Queen will be crowned on Friday, Sep-
tember 24, 2021. For more information, 
visit fortbendcountyfair.com or call 
the Fair Office at 281-342-6171.

City to host shredding event
City of  Rosenberg to Host Drive-Th-

ru Shredding Event June 26.  The City 
of  Rosenberg is hosting a paper shred-
ding event on Saturday, June 26, 2021 at 
Rosenberg City Hall located at 2110 4th 
Street. The event is free and open to 
Rosenberg residents only from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. or until the trucks are full.

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
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Lamar Consolidated ISD is planning 
on a new virtual program that would 
allow some students to get an advanced 
education at home.

The district announced that it tenta-
tively plans to start a Digital Scholars 
Program, which is pending student 
interest, along with funding from the 
Texas Education Agency, which needs 
approval from state legislators.

The program would allow high 
school students to get their diploma 
in a variety of  ways, including a live 
virtual setting on some days and some 
in-person classes. It would have live, di-
rect teaching in virtual format through 
the district’s online network, Canvas, or 
through the Texas Virtual School Net-
work.

According to LCISD’s chief  academic 
officer Dr. Terri Mossige, asynchronous 
(virtual) learning will be a consistent 
element, with opportunities for skill 
practice, assessment and student col-
laboration. While the program is not 
a response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
but another way for students to get their 

diploma in an individualized, indepen-
dent way, the district said.

Students would be eligible for the pro-
gram with no more than 10 unexcused 
absences from the school year that just 
ended, along with a commitment to vir-
tual learning for an entire semester and 
be available to report to a LCISD facility 
for state and local testing.

However, students who take part in 
the Virtual Scholars Program would 
not be able to participate in athletics or 
performing arts at any LCISD school.

Teachers can apply for the Digital 
Honors Program, but will not teach 
both virtual and on-campus at the same 
time.

While the program is planning to be-
gin this August, LCISD reminds parents 
that there will not be any virtual learn-
ing options in any grade other than for 
those in the program.

Current LCISD students in the eighth 
grade to the 11th grade can fill out an 
application for the Digital Scholars Pro-
gram through their Skyward Family 
Access account until midnight on Sun-
day.

For more information on the Digital 
Scholars Program, go to www.lcisd.org. 

LCISD to offer virtual 
program for students

Fort Bend County Judge KP George 
on Friday honored the work of  Fort 
Bend County Director of  the Behavioral 
Health Services Department, Dr. Connie 
Almeida, and Executive Vice-Chair and 
Professor of  Psychiatry and Family and 
Community Medicine at Baylor College 
of  Medicine, Dr. Asim Shaw.

As National Mental Health Month 
comes to a close, Judge George spoke 
about the importance of  mental health 
awareness, reducing the stigma around 
mental health struggles, and helping in-
dividuals who need help.

“My pledge is that I will continue to 
work with each and every one of  you to 
ensure that our residents have access 
to mental health services, and we need 
your help in that,” said Judge George. 

“Because sometimes we have an atti-
tude if  it something unpleasant, uncom-
fortable we will just put it on the side. 
I learned a long time ago, it is better if  
you recognize it and try to do something 
about it.”

A licensed psychologist and specialist 
in psychology, Dr. Connie Almeida joined 
Fort Bend County in 2010 as the found-
ing Director of  the Behavioral Health 
Services Department. What began as a 
one-person department has grown into 

20 full-time employees that consist of  
licensed psychologists and a psycholog-
ical associate, a developmental psychol-
ogist, a licensed professional counselor, 

case managers, project/grant manage-
ment staff, jail diversion coordinator as 
well as administrative support staff.

The department was created to assist 

in addressing the needs of  those with 
mental illness who come into contact 
with the justice system and works collab-
oratively with the justice system, health 
and human services, behavioral health 
providers, county offices, schools, and 
the community.

Trained psychiatrist, practicing phy-
sician, professor, and chair of  the Mental 
Health Task Force in Fort Bend County, 
Dr. Asim Shah was also honored for his 
tirelessly work to increase mental health 
awareness, services and supports to ad-
dress the complex needs of  persons with 
behavioral health disorders. 

During Mental Health Awareness 
Month, Dr. Almeida and Dr. Shah have 
worked to spread the word about men-
tal health through a host of  events in 
Fort Bend County, including the Mental 
Health Awareness Walk on May 21 and 
hosting LIVE weekly mental behaviors 
discussions.

Judge George was joined by the Hon-
orary Consul General of  Portugal Jose 
M. Ivo, Honorary Consul General of  Pa-
kistan Abrar Hashmi, Fort Bend County 
Commissioner Ken DeMerchant, Fort 
Bend County Sheriff  Eric Fagan, and a 
host of  community and business lead-
ers.

K-9 Duco was partnered with Depu-
ty Justin Cloud in July of  2016, and was 
assigned to the Patrol Division. 

While serving Fort Bend County, K-9 
Duco conducted numerous narcotic 
sniffs of  vehicles and was responsible 
for several narcotic-related arrests. 

He was also responsible for appre-
hending 32 suspects and worked a 
great deal of  real-life deployments. 

K-9 Duco even made national head-
lines with his appearance on “LIVE PD 
#1 top moments in 2018.”

K-9 Duco has been adopted by his 
handler and is enjoying retirement on 
the family’s farm. K-9 Duco

Deputy Duco turns in badge

County judges recognizes mental health leaders

Fort Bend County Judge KP George, honored the work of Fort Bend County Director of 

the Behavioral Health Services Department, Dr. Connie Almeida, and Executive Vice-

Chair and Professor of Psychiatry and Family and Community Medicine at Baylor Col-

lege of Medicine, Dr. Asim Shaw.

B.J. Thomas, the 
Grammy-winning 
singer who grew up 
in Rosenberg and 
enjoyed success on 
the pop, country 
and gospel charts 
with such hits as 
“I Just Can’t Help 
Believing,” “Rain-
drops Keep Fallin’ 
On My Head” and 

“Hooked on a Feeling,” has died. He was 
78.

Thomas, who announced in March 
that he had been diagnosed with lung 
cancer, died from complications of  the 
disease Saturday at his home in Arling-
ton, Texas, his publicist Jeremy Westby 
said in a statement.

A Hugo, Oklahoma-native who grew 
up in Houston, Billy Joe Thomas broke 

Singer B.J. Thomas dies at 78

BJ Thomas SEE THOMAS, PAGE  12


