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HIGH SCHOOL
ATHLETICS

FBISD to start school year 

without extracurricular activi-

ties; see Sports

Great Grown-up Spelling Bee
There is a buzz around Fort Bend 

County for the Literacy Council’s 11th 
annual Great Grown-Up Spelling.  The 
event, presented by CenterPoint Ener-
gy and Houston Federal Credit Union, 
is scheduled for Thursday, Nov. 12, from 
6-9 p.m. at Quail Valley Golf  Course & 
City Centre. 

Monthly dance canceled
The Happy Cousins Dance Club has 

canceled its July public dance due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

I have no source. I’m not an insider.

But I, and you, should not be surprised 

if  Major League Baseball doesn’t cancel 

the 2020 season.

When the Olympics, Masters Golf  

Tournament, school districts and an 

endless list of  state, country and inter-

national events are canceled or delayed, 

baseball, NBA and NFL are not apt to be 

a solo maverick and buck the odds.

Winnie Susan of  Needville celebrat-
ing her 97th birthday this week with a 
few family and friends. All the best to 
her...

Lauren Portwood of  Rosenberg 
proud to earn her master’s degree from 
Rockhurst University...

 Zachary Hart of  Fulshear excit-
ed to be named to the Honor Roll at 
Missouri University of  Science and 
Technology last semester. He’s study-
ing mechanical engineering...

Here’s a big shoutout to Dane Mcel-

rath of  Needville and Steven Staten of  
Richmond, who were named to the Lone 
Star Conference Commissioner’s Honor 
Roll last spring...

Carlos Originales, 59
Donald Mitchell Adkins, 82
Alberto R. Quevedo, 60
LaTonja Dion Greer, 48
Dianne Raven, 49

— BH
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Your guess

Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor 

widow has put in more than all those 

who are contributing to the treasury.”

Mark 12:43

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Obituaries

Today’s Scripture

Thought for Today

BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY
swilley@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County Judge KP George is 
asking citizens to help do their part in pre-
venting a second economic shutdown by 
continuing to wear masks, social distance 
and practice good hygiene.

The best course of  action, he said, is for 
citizens to simply stay home and avoid pub-
lic gatherings whenever possible.

George said he has no plans to order busi-
nesses closed a second time, but says Texas 
Gov. Greg Abbott may do so to halt the sky-
rocketing increase in COVID-19 cases state-
wide.

“In these past few weeks we have been 
seeing kind of  an exponential increase in 
coronavirus positive cases (statewide),” 
George said during a news conference on 
Tuesday morning.

He said the number of  Fort Bend Coun-
ty residents testing positive for the deadly 
virus has climbed to over 5,025— up 2,613 

from the 2,402 reported one month ago. On 
Wednesday the number of  confirmed cas-
es had increased to 5,211 and deaths had 
climbed to 65.  “(Those figures), in my opin-
ion, are alarming,” he told reporters.

He said the increase in number of  posi-
tive cases state led Abbott to issue a contro-
versial mask order last week.

But George said wearing a mask in pub-
lic will help prevent the spread of  the virus 
and prevent the healthcare system from be-
ing overwhelmed.

George said hospitals in the Houston 
Medical Center are nearing capacity, which 
will affect patients and hospitals in Fort 
Bend County.

He said COVID patients in Fort Bend 
County are often sent to the Medical Center 
for treatment. Once the Medical Center hos-
pitals can no longer accept patients, hospi-
tals in Fort Bend County will reach capacity 
and no longer be able to treat patients.

Republican candidate for TX-22 will face 
Democrat Sri Kulkarni in November

Nehls gets the nod

 BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY
swilley@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County Republicans over-
whelmingly supported Sheriff  Troy Ne-
hls in Tuesday’s primary runoff  race for 
U.S. House District 
22.

Nehls defeat-
ed mega-donor 
Kathaleen Wall, 
who spent the last 
month of  the run-
off  attempting to 
portray Nehls as 
uncaring when it 
comes to human 
trafficking.

Nehls earned 
77% of  votes cast in 
the runoff  election, 
or 30,737 votes. Wall earned 8,709 votes.

Nehls will face Democrat Sri Preston 
Kulkarni in the November general elec-
tion. 

The winner will replace Pete Olson, 
who is retiring at the end of  his term.

Former Fort Bend County Republican 
Party Chairman Jacey Jetton defeated 

Matt Morgan in the race for state Rep. 
26. Jetton drew 52% of  the vote, or 7,526 
votes, to Morgan’s 6,840.

Jetton will face off  against Democrat L. 
“Sarah” DeMerchant in the November gen-

eral election.
D e M e r c h a n t 

defeated Suleman 
Lalani in the Dem-
ocratic runoff  elec-
tion on Tuesday. She 
grabbed 52% of  the 
votes cast, or 4,552 
votes. Lalani gar-
nered 4,143 votes.

Republican vot-
ers also picked 
James Pressler 
to advance to the 
November general 
election. He defeat-

ed J.J. Clemence in the runoff  race for 
Fort Bend County Tax Assessor-Collector. 
Pressler picked up 58% of  the votes cast 
in the race, or 22,733, to Clemence’s 15,959.

Pressler will battle Democrat Carmen 
Turner in November.

No one claims Jaybird monument
Reconstruction-era marker erected by whites-only political group

BY CHAD WASHINGTON 
cwashington@fbherald.com

Lamar Consolidated ISD parents will have to 
choose whether to send their children to school 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic or keep them home 
to learn via computer and laptop.

The district on Tuesday released its guidelines 
to open school in the fall, but will offer both in-
struction in schools and remote education to give 
parents and students an option to decide what kind 
of  instruction as the virus continues to spread in 
the area.

Parents must fill out a commitment form to in-
dicate which kind of  education that they want to 
receive for the school year, which begins on Aug. 24. 

The forms are available on the district’s website, 
www.lcisd.org, and through the district’s online 
portal, Skyward. 

The forms are due by 11:59 p.m. on Aug. 9.
The guidelines come after the Texas Education 

Agency set guidelines for state school districts to 
offer in-person learning to students if  the parents 
request it. 

But some districts, like Fort Bend ISD, have opt-
ed to do remote learning for the first few weeks of  
the school year as the spread of  the coronavirus 
remains high throughout the state.

There will be several new guidelines for chil-
dren who choose to return to school, but LCISD is 
asking parents, teachers and staff  to self-screen for 
the virus, and teachers will screen students regu-
larly.

Mask-wearing will vary by grade, and by levels 
of  community transmittal: substantial, moderate 
and minimal. 

While all staff  will be required to wear masks 
during substantial and moderate transmittal, stu-
dents from grades 3-12 will wear masks in the class-
room. 

Lamar-CISD to offer both 
in-school, at-home education

BY CHAD WASHINGTON 
cwashington@fbherald.com

Ever since the Jaybirds were declared 
no more by the U.S. Supreme Court in the 
mid 1950s, a monument erected in 1896 
has stood to remember the “heroes” in a 
part of  Fort Bend County history shroud-
ed in racism and death.

But today, the monument stands, 
wrapped in a gray tarp, as local histori-
ans and leaders try to figure out what to 
do with it.

The Jaybird monument, dedicated 
to three men who died during the Jay-
bird-Woodpecker War in the 1880s, is cov-
ered up as part of  a deal between activists 
who want to tear down the monument 
and members of  the Fort Bend History 
Association — who are working as an in-
formal mediator to resolve the issue. The 

two parties have worked a deal outside of  
the association to gather input from the 
community on what should happen to the 
monument.

A sign was placed next to the covered 
monument, detailing the history of  the 
war, in which a group of  white Republi-
cans called Jaybirds and pro-black Repub-
licans named Woodpeckers conducted a 
bloody battle in 1889 that would lead to the 
Jaybirds taking power in Fort Bend Coun-
ty and establishing “whites-only” control 
of  county offices until the 1950s.

Claire Rodgers, the executive director 
of  the Fort Bend History Association, 
said that the monument was wrapped to 
draw attention to the Richmond commu-
nity to make a decision on a survey that 
asked whether the monument should stay 
and be modified, be moved to another site, 
or destroyed.

“We are trying to bring the community 
together and get more community input,” 
Rodgers said. “The purpose (of  wrapping 
the monument) was to get attention to the 
survey.”

A Richmond city spokesperson said 
that while the Jaybird monument is cur-
rently on city property, the city does not 
own the monument. The city also is look-
ing to be a “willing partner” in the fate of  
the monument.

Which comes to the main problem of  
the Jaybird monument: Who owns it? 
The Jaybird Democratic Association dis-
banded over 60 years ago, and it was built 
where the old Fort Bend County Court-
house was before the current one was 
built two blocks south in the 1930s.

“It was installed on the grounds of  the 
county courthouse, then located at 400 
Morton St., in 1896. In 1908, the new court-

house was built on Jackson Street and the 
old courthouse was used as a recreation 
center until 1940 when it was torn down to 
make way for the Richmond City Hall on 
the same property,” Rodgers said.

“The part of  the county property on 
which the monument sits was consid-
ered an easement in 1940 — and still the 
responsibility of  the county. In 2013, the 
county abandoned that easement.”

Rodgers also said that the Fort Bend 
History Association or the Fort Bend 
County Historical Commission do not 
own the monument. She also said that 
while the survey will remain online until 
Aug. 21, some of  the early responses have 
been in favor of  leaving it where it is for 
historical context.

Rodgers also considered adding more 

VFW Auxiliary 3903 presented this year’s Patriotic Art students their 
awards. Pictured from left is Secretary Harriet Geick, President Margie Dil-
lon, Terry High School art teacher Joan Batts and Terry High School gradu-
ate Mallory Jones, who placed first at the local level and third at the state 
level. She received $500 locally and $300 from the state. Mallory has joined 
the Army and is currently undergoing basic training at Fort Jackson, S.C.

Patriotic art contest

SEE LCISD, PAGE  10A

Kathaleen 
Wall

Troy 
Nehls

SEE ELECTION, PAGE  10A

SEE GEORGE, PAGE  10A

Fort Bend County Judge KP George said the county is now in condition “Red,” the most 
serious condition due to the increase in COVID cases over the past two months. Behind 
him is Dr. Jaqueline Minter, director of the Fort Bend County Health Authority.

George says masks may 
stave off 2nd shutdown
He asks citizens to stay home if possible

“It is change, continuing change, inev-

itable change, that is the dominant factor 

in society today. No sensible decision can 

be made any longer without taking into 

account not only the world as it is, but the 

world as it will be.”

Isaac Asimov, American writer and 

professor of biochemistry (1920-1992)

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

AT&T phone subscribers in Rosen-
berg know that getting signal on First 
Street is difficult.

But it may take time before AT&T us-
ers see some relief.

At the Rosenberg City Council meet-
ing Tuesday, Community Development 
director Travis Tanner presented a vari-
ance request for a telecommunications 
tower placement permit.

Diamond Communications with 

AT&T submitted the permit for the tow-
er to be located behind West Gethsemane 
Cemetery off  of  SH36 between Rice 
Street, Mons, and Chupik streets.

“We’re asking to cover the south side 
of  the city of  Rosenberg,” Tom Waniews-
ki with Diamond Communications told 
council. “There is a gap in coverage right 
above U.S. 59 and right along First Street. 
If  the site is able to be built, that would 
fill in the space between the existing 
AT&T sites.

Rosenberg could get 
new cellphone tower

SEE COUNCIL, PAGE  2A

SEE MONUMENT, PAGE  2A


