
A 61-year-old Iman in Fort Bend County’s 
close-knit Somali community has been con-
victed of  sexually 
abusing three chil-
dren.

M o h a m m e d 
Omar Ali was sen-
tenced Friday to 35 
years in prison after 
being found guilty of  
one count of  aggra-
vated sexual assault 
of  a child and two 
counts of  indecency 
with a child by sexu-
al contact.

The jury trial was 
held in the 400th District Court, where the 

defendant elected to have the trial judge as-
sess his punishment. 

After hearing testimony from a fourth 
child victim, Judge Tameika Carter sen-
tenced Ali to 35 years for the offense of  ag-
gravated sexual assault and 10 years for each 
charge of  indecency with a child by sexual 
contact. 

The sentences will run concurrently, 
which means at the same time.

Charann Thompson and Tristyl McInnis, 
prosecutors in the District Attorney’s Child 
Abuse Division, presented the case to the 
jury. 

The evidence revealed that Ali used his 
position as a Quran teacher to gain access to 
children with whom he then engaged in sex-
ual contact from 2013 until his arrest in 2019.

“More often than not, child victims don’t 
disclose sexual abuse,” said lead prosecutor 
Charann Thompson. 

“They fear they will not be believed, or 
worse, they will be believed but nothing 
will be done to protect them. In this case, 
the bravery of  one child coming forward 
had the domino effect of  inspiring other 
children to do the same. Because of  the chil-
dren’s bravery, Mohammed Omar Ali was 
brought to justice and was held accountable 
for his horrible behavior.”

Aggravated sexual assault of  a child in 
this case is a first-degree felony punishable 
by 5 to 99 years in prison and a fine up to 
$10,000. Indecency with a child by sexual 
contact is a third-degree felony punishable 
by 2 to 10 years in prison.
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Have you ever awakened from such a 

deep nap that you thought it was the next 

morning and that you missed the school 

bus — but you remember you’re 60 and 

you fell asleep at the office? Yeah, me too!

Mike Van Note showcasing his re-
stored 1966 Ford Galaxie in an upcom-
ing showcase in Katy...

Dwayne Grigar of  Rosenberg post-
ing a new photo of  himself  online...

Betty Jean Mikeska Parthum, 82
Dennis “Pops” Perrin, 68
Daniel Theodore Sulak, 91
Karin Diane Strolle, 63
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What a nap!

Another said, “I have bought five yoke 

of  oxen, and I am going to try them out; 

please accept my regrets.”

Luke 14:19
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The Rosenberg Police Depart-
ment has officially kicked off  its an-
nual “One CAN Make a Difference” 
Thanksgiving food drive to help 
Rosenberg families in need this 
coming holiday. Drop off  donations 
at the police department on Fourth 
Street or stop by the donation bin at 
Movie Night in the Park on Friday 
(Sunset Park), The Burger Barn 
Rosenberg, Seatex Rosenberg and 
Real Estate with Rocyo.

Church bazaar
St. Wenceslaus Mission Church 

in Beasley will hold its annual ba-
zaar fundraiser on Sunday, Nov. 
14. Serving of   barbecue chicken/
sausage meals begins at 10:30 a.m. 
Dine-in and take-out available. A 
giant raffle drawing will be held 
in the CCD building. Everyone is 
invited.

Soup fundraiser
The Needville Knights of  Co-

lumbus will have a drive-thru 
chicken noodle soup fundraiser on 
Sunday, Nov. 21, at the Columbus 
Club hall. Serving is from 10:30 
a.m. until sold out. Wives of  de-
ceased members eat free this time.

Holiday closing
All branches of  Fort Bend Coun-

ty Libraries will be closed Thurs-
day, Nov. 11, in observance of  Vet-
erans’ Day.  Regular library hours 
will resume on Friday, Nov. 12.

 History of bridges
A brief  history of  railroad and 

auto river bridges in Fort Bend 
County will be presented in video 
and commentary at the Tuesday, 
Nov. 16 meeting of  the Fort Bend 
County Historical Commission.  
Presenter will be Daniel Sample, 
manager of   the George Memorial 
Library genealogy and local histo-
ry department. Site is Patton Hall 
in the Gus George Academy, 1521 
Eugene Heimann Circle in Rich-
mond. The meeting, which is free 
and open to the public, begins at 3 
p.m.

Veterans Day ceremony
Wertheimer Middle School, 

Briscoe Junior High School and 
Foster High School invites the pub-
lic to a Veterans Day musical cel-
ebration in honor of  veterans on 
Sunday, Nov. 7 at 7 p.m. in the Fos-
ter High School auditorium. 

The event will feature the Foster 
High School orchestra and second-
ary choirs of  the Gold Track.

Fish fry Friday
The Needville KCs will be hav-

ing a drive-thru only fish fry on 
Friday, Nov. 12, at the Needville 
Columbus Club Hall. Plates are $12 
and come with fried fish, French 
fries, hush puppies, and coleslaw. 
All proceeds benefit Knights of  Co-
lumbus charities.

Good Afternoon!
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Rosenberg Mayor Kevin Raines presents the key to the city to Taylor Ray Elementary 

School Principal Ben Perez, who was recognized last month as a National Distinguished 

Principal by the National Association of Elementary School Principals. Perez was among 

40 exemplary elementary, middle school and junior high school principals honored at an 

awards banquet at the nation’s capitol. Perez represented Texas.

Key to the city

Most Fort Bend County voters do not 
want government interfering in religious 
services.

They made that point clear in Tues-
day’s constitutional amendment election.

A total of  62.4% of  voters countywide 
— 20,356 v. 12,469 — voted in favor of  pro-
hibiting interference in religious services 
by government of  any form. 

Statewide, 63% of  voters  — 92,453 
out of  the 1,476,287 who cast ballot — ap-
proved the amendment.

Here’s the ballot language: “The consti-
tutional amendment to prohibit this state 
or a political subdivision of  this state 
from prohibiting or limiting religious ser-
vices of  religious organizations.”

Voters statewide had an opportunity to 

vote on eight constitutional amendments 
on Nov. 2.

Here’s how Fort Bend County voted, 
and how Texans statewide voted: 

Proposition 1 (HJR 143)
“The constitutional amendment autho-

rizing the professional sports team char-
itable foundations of  organizations sanc-
tioned by the Professional Rodeo Cowboys 
Association or the Women’s Professional 
Rodeo Association to conduct charitable 
raffles at rodeo venues.”

FORT BEND COUNTY
FOR —26,790
AGAINST — 5,994
STATEWIDE
FOR — 1,242,625

AGAINST — 239,783

Proposition 2 (HJR 99)
“The constitutional amendment au-

thorizing a county to finance the devel-
opment or redevelopment of  transporta-
tion or infrastructure in unproductive, 
underdeveloped, or blighted areas in the 
county.”

FORT BEND COUNTY
FOR — 20,461
AGAINST — 12,263
STATEWIDE 
FOR — 931,453
AGAINST — 544,834

Fort Bend County voters OK 
8 constitutional amendments

SEE ELECTION, PAGE  7A
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Terry High School sophomore Emiry Pratt joins the rest of the Rangerettes dance team at center field during 

a Friday night football game.

Halftime entertainment

The recently renovated Fort Bend 
Museum, located in the heart of  histor-
ic downtown Richmond, will feature the 
artwork of  local artist, Charles Weiss, in 
an exhibit that officially opens on Thurs-
day, Nov. 4. 

To mark the occasion, “An Evening 
with the Artist” will take place that night 
from 6-8 p.m. and is a free event for the 
public.

An abstract artist, Weiss relies on the 
emotional power of  unconscious imag-
ery to energize his paintings. 

“I believe that to be truly avant-garde, 
the action must arise from a personal re-
volt — a liberation not only from the ob-
ject, but from art itself, from society and 
from the past,” Weiss says. 

His distinctive artwork has been dis-
played in residential living spaces and 
corporate collections across the country. 
To find out more about his work, please 
visit his website: www.charlesweissart.
net. 

In addition to the artwork and its art-
ist, the night’s other featured attraction 

will continue to be the museum itself  and 
its revitalized interior. 

Fort Bend Museum to host 
abstract artist on Thursday

Charles Weiss

A Fort Bend County grand jury has 
returned a felony indictment against a 
Stafford man accused of  sharing intimate 
photos of  a woman online last December.

Justin Tremaine Harris faces up to two 
years in prison and a $10,000 fine if  con-
victed of  the state-jail felony offense of  
publishing or threatening to publish inti-
mate visual materials, in this case, a wom-
an having sex.

Doing so without her permission is a 
violation of  the state’s  — “Revenge Porn 
Law” statute.

Prosecutors said Harris should have 
known the woman expected the images to 
remain private, but posted them online to 
them online to hurt, shock, ridicule or em-
barrass the woman.

In addition, Harris also revealed the 
woman’s identity when he posted the im-
ages online, according to the indictment.

See more indictments, Page 3A.

Man accused 
of engaging in 
revenge porn

The Development Corporation of  Richmond and the city of  Rich-
mond will host their next Richmond Farmer’s Market from 3-7 p.m.  
Friday, Nov. 5, at Wessendorff  Park in Historic Downtown Richmond.

 The Central Fort Bend Chamber of  Commerce will stage a rib-
bon-cutting at 5 p.m. The public is invited to visit the market, pick up 
some goodies and attend the ribbon cutting.

Richmond Farmers Market is Friday

Rosenberg 
police hosting 
food drive

Movie Night in the Park has been 
rescheduled for Friday, Nov. 5. The free 
movie will feature “Coco” and will be 
held at Sunset Park, 2017 Mulcahy St. in 
Rosenberg. The food trucks will open at 6 
p.m. and the movie starts at 7 p.m.

Movie Night at 
the Park is Friday

Quran teacher convicted of 
sexual abusing 3 children

Mohammed 
Ali

Iman was also convicted of indecency with a child

The Friends of  the Bob Lutts Fulshear/Simonton Branch Li-
brary will host a fall book sale on Saturday, Nov. 13, from 9 a.m. 
to noon, in the annex next door to the library, which is located at 
8100 FM 359 South in Fulshear.

People who love books, people who love bargains, and peo-
ple who need to get rid of  some spare change will find a lot in 
common at the book sale, where they will discover adult and 
children’s books, DVDs, and CDs, all at prices that are hard to 
beat. Prices range from 25¢ for paperback books up to $5 for select 
hardback books.

 The Friends of  the Bob Lutts Fulshear/Simonton Branch Li-
brary organization is instrumental in funding library programs 
such as the children’s Summer Reading Club. Proceeds from the 
book sale and annual membership dues also help to underwrite 
the costs of  special programming and various cultural events at 
the Bob Lutts Fulshear/Simonton Branch Library.

 For more information, see the Fort Bend County Libraries 
website (www.fortbend.lib.tx.us), or call the Bob Lutts Fulshear/
Simonton Branch Library at 281-633-4675.

Friends of Fulshear library 
host fall book sale Nov. 13
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