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A worker who was laying cable lines 
in south Rosenberg died Wednesday af-
ternoon when a trench gave way and col-
lapsed on him.

Police were called to the scene at FM 
2218 and Bryan Road, across from the Fin-
negan Auto Collision Center at 12:23 p.m., 
according to assistant police chief  Jarret 
Nethery. When first responders arrived, 
there were already efforts to save the 
worker, who was buried in the eight-feet-
deep, five-feet-wide trench.

The worker was declared deceased at 
12:32 p.m. His family was notified, but as 
of  Wednesday evening, police did not re-
lease his name or description.

The man was part of  a three-member 
team working for an unidentified tele-
communications company. The two other 
workers were not injured.

Fort Bend County EMS Deputy Chief  
Jason Albert said that around 30 first re-
sponders from across the county came to 
the scene to help assist with the recovery 
efforts.

“We had units on the scene within five 
minutes of  the call,” Albert said, who 
then contacted the county’s technical 
rescue team, which consists of  first re-
sponders from Missouri City, Stafford and 

Rosenberg fire departments.
Albert said that the rescue team began 

working to shore up the trench to make it 
safe for rescue workers. The rescue short-
ly became a recovery mission as workers 
tried to lift the victim from the ditch with 
a ladder truck from the Rosenberg Fire 
Department.

The road of  FM 2218 between Bryan 

Road and Danzinger Road was closed for 
several hours as the crews worked in the 
recovery efforts. The road was eventually 
opened around 5 p.m.

Nethery also said that Rosenberg 
police will lead an investigation that is 
ongoing on what happened and if  the 
telecommunications company holds any 
responsibility for the accident.
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HIGH SCHOOL 
AQUATICS

LCISD aquatics teams head 

to regionals; see Sports

   “Never trade luck for skill.” (Author 

Unknown).

Larry Dluhy and Davis Scarbor-

ough grabbing lunch in downtown 
Rosenberg...Ben Carter looking for-
ward to the upcoming Packard Club 
car rally...Edmund Samora planning a 
benefit for kids...Diane Budd McHugh 

renting herself  out as an Easter Bun-
ny — complete with floppy ears and 
big feet!...Dan Cardenas sorry to find 
his Astros-painted flowerbed stone bro-
ken...Ingrid Nina Hoegberg proudly 
fulfilling her civic duty by serving jury 
duty at Richmond Municipal Court...
Sylvia Moore hosting a few friends 
who came by to wish her a happy birth-
day...Marc A. Morales taking the 
broomstick challenge. Yep, his broom 
stands upright without help thanks 
to the alignment of  the planets...Patti 

Bennett Moreno whipping up some 
SOS for supper Wednesday evening...
NBA legend and former Houston Rock-
ets player Hakeem Olajuwon dropping 
by The Fort Bend Herald on Wednesday 
to place an ad....

 “An explanation of  cause is not a jus-

tification by reason.”

— C.S. Lewis, English author 

(1898-1963)

— BH
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Wise words

Just as the body is one and has many 

members, and all the members of  the 

body, though many, are one body, so it is 

with Christ.

1 Corinthians 12:12

Good Afternoon
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Thought for Today

The VFW Post 3903 Auxilia-
ry will host a candidates forum 
at 5 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 17, at  
VFW Post 3903, located at 1903 

First St. in Rosenberg. The pub-
lic is invited to come meet the 
candidates running in the up-
coming primary elections.

Fish fries during Lent
The Knights of  Columbus will hold  

six Friday fish fries at the Rosenberg 
KC hall during Lent. The fundraisers 
will be held on Feb. 28, March 6, 13, 20, 27 
and April 3.   Serving time will be from 
5 p.m. until 7 p.m.  Dine-in all-you-can-
eat plate is $12 per adult and $5 per child.  
Take-out plates are $11.   Drive-thru will 
also be available. The menu will consist 
of  fried fresh catfish, French fries, hush 
puppies, coleslaw and brown beans.  

Church garage sale
Women of  St. Paul Lutheran Church, 

1208 Fifth St., Rosenberg, will hold a 
benefit garage sale Friday, Feb. 28 and 
Saturday, Feb. 29 from 8 a.m. to noon. 
The Youth Ministry Team will also be 
having a bake sale at the same time.

Legion fundraiser
Richmond American Legion Post 

567 will be selling barbecue plates at 
the Fairchilds Fire Department on 
Saturday, Feb. 15, beginning at noon.  
Proceeds will benefit veterans post 
scholarships. Gun raffle and auction 
begins at 4 p.m. Tickets for food and 
raffle are $10 each. For tickets or more 
information, contact Sonny Hackstedt 
at 979-417-3991.

4-H soup sale fundraiser
Cottonwood Creek 4-H will hold a 

chicken noodle soup fundraiser Sun-
day, Feb. 16, from  11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Beasley Volunteer Fire Department. 
Cost is $6 for 32-ounce cup.  Drive-thru 
only. For more information, call 713-
705-4803.

Candidates forum set for Monday

Worker dies in trench collapse

First responders attempt to extract a worker from a trench on Wednesday afternoon. 
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The 18th annual Fishtastic fishing tournament is 
Saturday at Seabourne Creek Nature Park.

The event is put on by the Rosenberg Parks and 
Recreation Department.

From 8-11 a.m., children from ages 4-14 have the 
chance to catch four types of  fish.

The young contestants will be divided into three 
groups, ages 4-6, ages 7-10, and ages 11-14. 

Trophies will be awarded to each age group in two 
categories: Biggest Fish and Most Fish Caught.

Last year more than 75 boys and girls participated.
“Each year this event grows,” Civic Center and 

Events Manager Carrie Marmol said. 
“We are hoping to top 100 kid participants this 

year.” 
All tournament participants must be accompa-

nied by a parent or guardian and registration will 
occur the day of  the event.

Participants are required to provide their own 
equipment and fishing will take place from the 
shore without adult assistance.

The lake is filled with trout, bass, catfish and 
perch. According to Marmol, kids can keep the 
fish or catch and release.

Fishing will re-open to the general public at 
noon on Saturday.

Fishtastic tournament is Saturday
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Filing for city council elections across 
Fort Bend County is still open, but time is 
running out.

The filing period for all elections ends on 
Feb. 14. Election Day is May 2.

The city of  Richmond will hold an elec-
tion for mayor. No other city commission 
positions will be on the ballot.

Mayor Evalyn Moore has re-filed for her 
position.

The city of  Rosenberg will hold an elec-
tion for Districts 1-4 council spots, currently 
filled by Isaac Davila, Steven DeGregorio, 
Tim Anders and Richard Olson.

Davila and newcomer Keith Parker have 
filed for District 1 and DeGregorio, Olson 

and Anders have re-filed for their respective 
positions.

Mayor, District 2 and District 3 seats, as 
well as one at-large position, are up for elec-
tion in the city of  Fulshear.

Aaron Groff  serves as mayor.
John Kelly holds the at-large position.
Debra Cates currently holds the District 

2 seat and Lisa Kettler Martin holds the Dis-
trict 3 seat.

In Needville, voters will elect three alder-
men.

The alderman positions are filled by Co-
rey Kelly, Chad Neszdba and Clay Forester.

As of  Tuesday afternoon, no one had 
filed in the election.

Three council member positions are up 
for election in Beasley, currently filled by 
Jerry Lindeman, Al Beacon and Yvonne 

Meyer.
Meyer has re-filed for her position. Er-

nesto H. Deleon has also filed for a council 
position.

Wallis voters will elect three aldermen.
The alderman positions are held by Be-

linda Halfin, Clark Maine Jr. and James 
King.

King and Haflin have re-filed for the elec-
tion and newcomer David Trevino has put 
his hat in the ring as well.

In Thompsons, voters will elect a mayor 
and two aldermen.

Freddie Newsome Jr. currently serves as 
mayor and the alderman positions are held 
by Deborah Brown and Edward Taylor.

All three have re-filed for election.
Willie Spears has also filed for the may-

oral spot.

The mayor and two council positions are 
up for election in Orchard.

Rod Pavlock serves as mayor and Joe 
Supak and Matt Perreault are the council 
members whose posts are up for election.

Simonton residents will elect a mayor 
and two councilors in May.

Mayor Laurie Boudreaux has filed for 
re-election. Serving in the council positions 
are Jake Davis and Shay Butts.

Candidates for city governments may file 
at Rosenberg City Hall, 2011 Fourth St.; Rich-
mond City Hall, 402 Morton St.; Needville 
City Hall, 9022 Main St.; Beasley City Hall, 
319 S. Third St.; Fulshear City Hall, 30603 
FM 1093; Orchard City Hall, 9714 Kibler St.; 
Simonton City Hall, 35011 FM 1093; Thomp-
sons City Hall, 520 Oilfield Road; or Wallis 
City Hall, 6810 Guyler Building B.

Last day to file for city elections is Friday
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Travis High School, and Pecan Grove and Neill Elementary 
schools earned high marks from the state of  Texas, Fort Bend 
ISD announced.

The school district released its Texas Academic Perfor-
mance Report at a special board meeting at Pecan Grove El-
ementary School.

The ratings showed that area schools did mostly well, with 
Travis High School being named an exemplary school.

Travis earned an “A” accountability rating for the 2018-19 
school year, with a 93 for student achievement, an 85 for school 
progress and an 88 for closing the gaps.

The campus did very well with social studies, but perfor-
mance dropped slightly in reading, math and science.

The campus is also now a majority-minority campus, with 

Pecan Grove, Neill elementary 
schools also earn high marks

Travis High named 
exemplary campus

Members of  Child Advocates of  Fort Bend’s Vol-
unteer Council have been honored as the Child Ad-
vocates of  the Year for 2019.

They were recognized during the Child Advocates 
of  Fort Bend’s annual volunteer celebration held at 
Sweetwater Country Club. 

The event was attended by more than 200 volun-
teers, community partners and staff.

“This group of  volunteers embodies the mission 
and passion for the work that we do. They have gone 
above and beyond and their actions and influence 
will have long-lasting impact for the children we 
serve and for our community,” according to Child 
Advocates of  Fort Bend Chief  Executive Officer 
Ruthanne Mefford. “For years, they have provided 
mentorship to our newly-trained program volun-

teers and are available for ongoing counsel and sup-
port to any volunteer who wishes to discuss specifics 
and challenges they might be encountering. 

“Collectively, they bring decades of  experience 
working with children, with CPS and with the courts 
so they understand the nuances and how to advocate 
for the ‘best interests’ of  children who come from 
hard places. They host orientations and welcome re-
ceptions for volunteers throughout the year so that 
everyone gets to know each other and socialize in a 
relaxed setting. This has proven to be a wonderful 
way to strengthen the ‘family” that is Child Advo-
cates of  Fort Bend. 

Individually, they serve as CASA advocates, CAC 

Child Advocates of Fort Bend CEO Ruthanne Mefford 

and board President Dr. Betty Baitland are shown with 

members of the volunteer council. CAFB’s volunteer 

council was honored as Child Advocate of the Year 

during the agency’s annual volunteer banquet. Shown 

front row, from left, are Child Advocates of Fort Bend 

CEO Ruthanne Mefford, board President Dr. Betty Bait-

land, Rhonda Kuykendall and Rosalind Baldwin. Back 

row, from left, are Alexis Jackson, Margie Adolph, Kathy 

Eyring, Judy Ronning, Nancy Dale, Alice Washington, Su-

san Richardson and Julia Saller. Not pictured are Carrie 

Fix and Priti Parikh.
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Child Advocates volunteers honored
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Sajid Famid, an eighth-grader at Leaman Junior High School, won 

the Fort Bend County Spelling Bee for the second year in a row. 

Sajid will represent the county at the regional spelling bee. Pic-

tured with Sajid is Leaman principal Mike Semmler. 

Spelling champion

Evacuee 
in Texas
has virus

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — U.S. officials on 
Thursday announced the country’s 15th 
confirmed case of  the new coronavirus — 
an evacuee from China who had been un-
der quarantine in Texas.

The patient, who had been flown to Lack-
land Air Force Base in San Antonio last 
week, is now in isolation at a hospital and 
was reported in stable condition. The infec-
tion was confirmed through a Wednesday 
night lab test.

Two earlier U.S. cases were found among 
evacuees flown to Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Miramar in Southern California.

Hundreds of  people, including U.S. State 
Department employees and their families, 
were brought to military bases in Texas, 
California and Nebraska aboard chartered 
flights from Wuhan, a city of  11 million 
that is at the center of  the outbreak.

Tens of  thousands of  cases of  the ill-
ness, known as COVID-19, have been re-
ported globally, the vast majority of  them 
in China.
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