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Adult peer pressure: Your neighbor 

mowing their lawn.

Sammy and Juliane (Mahlmann) 
Jones welcoming new baby, Jackson 
Bailey, and first-time grandparents, 
Jennifer and Lloyd Hartmann are 
over the moon...

Vida Robertson of  Richmond excit-
ed to be inducted into the Honor Society 
of  Phi Kappa Phi at Texas A&M Univer-
sity-Commerce...

John (Johnny) Anthony Andel
Norma Janet Kennelly, 87

— BH
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About right

Jesus said, “My sheep listen to my 

voice; I know them, and they follow me.”

John 10:27

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Obituaries

Today’s Scripture

Crawfish fundraiser
Terry High School FFA Booster Club 

will host a crawfish boil fundraiser from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. April 24, at Corral West-
ern Wear, located on SH 36 in Rosenberg. 
Drive-thru service only. Two pounds of  
boiled crawfish with potatoes and corn 
will cost $20. For more information, con-
tact Chris at 713-447-5348 or Mr. Nowak at 
713-806-6932.

History program
Fort Bend County Libraries will pres-

ent an online Texas history program on 
the Texas Revolution 
on Thursday, April 
22, from 3-4:30 p.m. 
This program will 
be live-streamed via 
Webex. Dr. Nicholas 
Cox, a professor of  
Texas and U.S. histo-
ry at Houston Com-
munity College, will 
discuss the events 
leading up to the 
Texas Revolution. 
The program is free 
and open to the pub-

lic. Registration is required for the pro-
gram so that a link to the Webex session 
can be emailed to all who register. Regis-
ter online at (www.fortbend.lib.tx.us) and 
click on “Classes & Events.”

Free movie night
The city of  Richmond’s Movies at 

Wessendorff  Free Outdoor Film will fea-
ture “Mary Poppins Returns” at 8:15 p.m. 
Friday, May 7, at Wessendorff  Park.  The 
Rotary club of  Richmond will provide free 
popcorn and the city will provide water. 
Attendees are encouraged to bring their 
own chairs and/or blankets. Food and 
dessert trucks will be on site for food pur-
chase, but attendees are welcome to bring 
their own food and drink.

RR Museum gala
The Rosenberg Railroad Museum will 

host its annual Garden Gala fundraiser 
on Saturday, May 1, from 6:30-10 p.m. This 
year’s theme: Stars & Stetsons.

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

When it comes to elections, Rosenberg 
City Council members don’t want to be 
pigeon holed.

And that’s exactly what a proposed 
Senate bill is trying to do.

At Tuesday’s meeting, council mem-
bers voted to oppose Senate Bill No. 1661, 
which requires elections to be held in No-
vember of  even numbered years.

If  this bill were to be signed into law, 
the city would no longer be able to con-
duct elections for the mayor and council 
positions in May.

“The thing is, I recall the November 
ballot was very, very long,” Mayor Bill 
Benton said. “And guess who was at the 
bottom? The city of  Rosenberg.

“In November ballots, cities lose their 
identities.”

The city of  Rosenberg moved their elec-
tion from May to November in 2020 due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott proclaimed 
that local governments could move up-
coming elections to the next uniform date 
in November without otherwise adjusting 
the term of  office.

And in the election held in November, 
Rosenberg residents voted on a proposi-

tion stating that elections could be held 
in either May or November, to remedy a 
pandemic such as this.

“I’d like to keep it in May,” council 
member Herb Phelan said. “Holding it 
in November would bury our issues in a 
huge number of  other issues that are not 
entirely local.

“Also, kind of  philosophically, I real-
ly resent the gradual reduction of  local 
control to either state, county or federal 
control.

“Our citizens know what’s best for us. 
So I’d rather we get a much more consid-
ered voter’s opinion in May.”

Council member Marc Morales then 

made a motion to oppose Senate Bill No. 
1661. The motion was seconded by council 
member Tim Anders and passed unani-
mously.

The next regular Rosenberg City Coun-
cil meeting will be held in person on May 
4 at City Hall, 2110 Fourth St.

Seating will be limited; masks will be 
recommended and encouraged. There 
will be mandatory temperature checks.

Meetings can also be watched live 
on the city’s YouTube Channel “Rosen-
bergTXGov,” on the city’s website at 
www.rosenbergtx.gov/tv, and on Comcast 
Channel 16 for residents within the city 
limits.

Perez named National Distinguished Principal
Taylor Ray Elementary Principal Ben-

jamin Perez has been named the 2021 
NAESP National Distinguished Principal 
for Texas. District leaders gathered at his 
campus this morning for a quick surprise 
announcement. In early May, Perez will 
celebrate with state education and com-
munity leaders.

Texas Elementary Principals and Su-
pervisors Association will host the May 
event where Perez will be awarded a check 
for $10,000 thanks to a generous donation 
from long-time TEPSA business partner 
Mentoring Minds. Perez will represent 
Texas at the National Distinguished Prin-
cipals program sponsored by the National 
Association of  Elementary School Princi-
pals in Washington, D.C. in October.

Embracing data decision-making to 
drive continuous improvement for stu-

dents and teachers, Perez has created a 
school community dedicated to high ex-
pectations and student success. Through 
data teams and collaborative action 
planning during professional learning 
communities, teachers provide the best 
instructional approach to address the in-
dividual needs of  all students.

“Mr. Perez has created a school vision 
to serve students to the fullest extent pos-
sible by providing high quality staff  de-
velopment and empowering his teachers 
to make instructional decisions,” Lamar 
CISD Principal Shannon Hood wrote in 
her recommendation letter. “He leads Tay-
lor Ray Elementary in a way that places 
student and adult learning at the center 
of  every decision.”Taylor Ray Elementary School Principal Ben Perez, fifth from the left, has been named 

a National Distinguished Principal. Joining in the celebration is Lamar Consolidated ISD 

Supt. Thomas Randle, to Perez’s left.

S
hortly after announcing the 
release of  his first Amer-
ican Old Western novel 
“Rowdy: Wild and Mean, 
Sharp and Keen” a year ago, 

Pecan Grove author Chris Mullen 
said he chose to “take [his] shot” at 
becoming an author full-time.

The decision meant Mullen would 
leave behind a 23-year teaching ca-
reer, as well as the classroom, which 
is where his book’s origin is rooted.

“I stepped out of  the classroom, but 
I still feel like a teacher,” Mullen said 
before a brief  pause. “I don’t know 
what to call this [feeling] because 
teaching sticks with you forever.”

Perhaps that’s why developing his 
author visits program came so natu-
rally to Mullen. The program allows 
him to promote his first book and en-
courage children to read and write.

The program, he said, gives him 
the best of  both worlds.

A VISIT & A CONTEST

After a virtual author visit in Octo-
ber 2020 at his old stomping grounds 
at Calvary Episcopal Preparatory 
School in Richmond, Mullen experi-
enced his first in-person author visit 
with fifth and sixth graders at Brazo-
sport Christian School.

“What I thought was going to be 
a half-hour visit went on for nearly 
three hours. I talk to the kids about 

Since the release of his first book, “Rowdy: Wild and Mean, Sharp and Keen,” 

Chris Mullen has launched an author visits program, a creative writing contest and 

is working on additional works in the Rowdy series. Find out more about Chris and 

his works at chrismullenwrites.com.

 Say howdy to Rowdy

SEE ROWDY, PAGE  10A

HERALD STORY BY MARQUITA GRIFFIN

SEE PEREZ, PAGE  3A

Plans call for members of  
Needville High School’s Class 
of  2021 to be able to attend 
prom with social distancing 
guidelines in place, and receive 
their diplomas at graduation 
ceremonies less than a week 
later.

Pro-Grad will take place 
after graduation at Creekside 
Christian Fellowship, with 
graduates require to check in 
by 11 p.m.

Graduation set for May 21
Gates will open at about 

6 p.m. Friday, May 21, at Blue 
Jay Stadium, and graduation 
ceremonies begin at 7 p.m.

As always, contingency 
plans in case of  rain call for 
the event to be moved to the 
high school gym. If  that were 
to happen, said Principal Steve 
Adamson, seating would be 
limited.

For now, seniors will be 

issued eight tickets each for 
guests.

“But it could be more, de-
pending on COVID guidelines 
for Fort Bend County as we get 
closer to graduation,” Adam-
son said. “Our district is still 
having students wear masks 
at events, so they will have to 
wear masks. This is the plan 
now, but it is subject to change.”

Tickets will be taken at the 
gate, and current plans call for 
possibly taking guests’ tem-
perature and asking the usual 
COVID-related questions.

“We’re not real sure about 
that right now,” Adamson said. 
“We want our graduation to 
be as close to normal as pos-
sible. Our plan right now is to 
live-stream it for those who are 
unable to be there, or are out of  
town. Our goal is to follow all 
the guidelines that are in place, 

Needville ISD OK’s 
prom, graduation

SEE NISD, PAGE  2A

Dr. Nicholas
Cox

BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY
swilley@fbherald.com

The YMCA of  Greater Houston plans 
to expand its offerings in the western 
portion of  Fort Bend County, but it may 
not include reopening its facility in Rich-
mond.

“Since our last update in January, we 
began finalizing plans on how we might 
deepen our impact and do more for the 
Richmond-Rosenberg community,” said 
Stephen Ives, President and CEO, YMCA 
of  Greater Houston.

“The YMCA of  Greater Houston re-
mains committed to addressing critical 
issues in the community. We are pleased 
to share that we will be announcing our 
plans, which will expand our offerings 
and provide a greater impact for the com-
munity, to key stakeholders on Tuesday, 
April 20.”

Ives did not mention whether the Y 
would reopen the T.W. Davis location in 
Richmond, which has been closed since 
the pandemic began — even though loca-
tions in Katy and Missouri City have been 
reopened for months.

Ives said he will share details of  the ex-
panded offerings in Richmond with media 
representatives once stakeholders have 
been informed.

Said Ives: “The Y is more than just a 
physical place. We are a purpose. The 
T.W. Davis Family YMCA is committed to 
serving the community as a strong pur-

Council opposes state Senate election bill

When will 
Richmond 
YMCA 
reopen?

SEE YMCA, PAGE  3A

HOUSTON — The Houston 
Astros acquisition of  the Sugar 
Land Skeeters franchise was of-
ficially approved by the Sugar 
Land City Council on Tuesday. 

As part of  the agreement, the 
Astros and the City of  Sugar 
Land partnered on a lease exten-
sion, keeping the Skeeters at Con-
stellation Field through at least 
the 2045 season.

The Astros now have majori-
ty ownership of  the Sugar Land 
Skeeters, which will serve as the 
club¹s Triple A affiliate beginning 
this season. 

Sugar Land joins the organiza-
tion after spending the last nine 
years in the Independent Atlantic 
League (2012-20), which included 
two league titles for the Skeeters 
(2016, 2018).

Astros 
finalize 
purchase 
of Skeeters
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Celebrating San Jacinto Day
Eric Boring of Richmond shows off his San Jacinto 

Day display he puts up in front of his home on Mag-

nolia Drive each April 21 in commemoration of the 

day a small Texian Army defeated the much-larger, 

better-equipped Mexican Army led by Santa Anna 

185 years ago. Boring’s family, which includes 

Richmond Mayor Becky Haas, are descendants of 

“The Old 300,” the 298 individuals who purchased 

land from empresario Stephen F. Austin and set-

tled in what is now Texas.

Pecan Grove author takes his first book on virtual roadtrip


