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HIGH SCHOOL
VOLLEYBALL

Fulshear falls to Lovejoy in 

5A state finals; see Sports

Betcha didn’t know this: Trypanopho-

bia is an extreme fear of  medical proce-

dures involving injections or hypodermic 

needles.

Analia Navarro taking first place 
of  the cookie decorating contest at the 
family’s second annual cookie baking…

Lindsay Austin and Conrad Loza-

no spark unusual friendship through 
mutual friends…

Claire Ballard creating gift guide 
for everyone’s special someone...

Tres Davis allowing his daughters 
to complete the decoration of  the family 
Christmas tree while he wades through 
ice cold water outside to check on the 
girls’ goats and figure a way to keep the 
water out of  the barn...

Johnny Joseph Schilhab,77
Ernest Henry Brauner Sr., 76
A. J. Noto, 91
Cruz Caballero Alaniz, 98

“Hearts are the strongest when they 

beat in response to noble ideas.”

 — Ralph J. Bunche, American political 

scientist and diplomat (1904-1971)

— BH
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Did you know?

I pray that you, being rooted and es-

tablished in love, may have power ...to 

grasp...the love of  Christ.

Ephesians 3:17-18

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Obituaries

Today’s Scripture

Thought for Today

The 2021 Soup Tasting Supper Fund-
raiser for the Czech Heritage Society of  
Fort Bend County takes place on Friday, 
Jan. 29, from 5-7 p.m. at the Knights of  
Columbus Hall, 13631 SH 36, Needville.  
To keep everyone safe, this year the 

chapter will only offer soups as a drive-
through pick-up service. The soups are 
$8 each for a quart container.  Expected 
soups to be served are chicken noodle, 
potato, sauerkraut, and vegetable beef, 
but are subject to change. 

Czech society drive-thru soup supper 
fundraiser scheduled for Jan. 29

Kwanzaa performance
Fort Bend County Libraries (FBCL) 

will host an online dance-theater pro-
duction of  “The Story of  Kwanzaa,” 
featuring talented performers from 
Dance Afrikana, on Saturday, Dec. 19. 
A link to the video performance will 
be posted on FBCL’s online calendar 
of  virtual programs (www.fortbend.
lib.tx.us) so that families can enjoy 
the event from the comfort and safety 
of  home.

Stew sale fundraiser 
 St. Paul Lutheran Church Men in 

Mission will have their Congo Mis-
sion Stew meal on Saturday, Jan. 16, 
in the church fellowship hall at 1208 
Fifth St., Rosenberg from 4-7 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 each, includes tea and 
dessert and are available at the church 
office Monday-Friday between 8 a.m. 
and noon. There will also be a silent 
auction.

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Lamar Consolidated ISD has begun 
its plans to find a new superintendent, 
which will be named in April, accord-
ing to the district’s announced plans.

On Thursday, LCISD named JG Con-
sulting as the search firm it will use to 
help in their search for candidates.

JG Consulting, which is based in 
Austin and has been in business since 
2014, has worked with several school 
districts across Texas and Louisiana, 
including Austin ISD, Fort Worth ISD 
and South San Antonio ISD. 

The LCISD hire will be the first 
Houston-area hire for the firm.

The LCISD board of  trustees, with 
help from JG Consulting has created a 
timeline for how the hiring process will 
look. The board will begin to start its 
community outreach next month.

The job will be officially posted on 
Jan. 22 and applicants can begin apply-
ing for the position until Feb. 12.

After a week of  reviewing candi-
dates, the first round of  interviews of  
the applicants will happen on March 
8-12, with the final round on March 29-
30.

The board is expected to name a fi-
nalist on April 8, with final approval 
slated to be on April 29.

Current Supt. Dr. Thomas Randle, 
who announced his retirement in Octo-
ber, is expected to stay on board until a 
new superintendent is named.

The district is also asking for com-
munity input on what they want in the 
next superintendent. 

Students, parents, teachers, staff  and 
other members of  the community can 
fill out a small survey at https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/75ZB59G.

The district also said that there will 
be more community input opportuni-
ties, but did not say what they would 
look like and more details will be an-
nounced later in the process.

Trustees approved the naming of  a 
high school after Randle.

LCISD plans to hire new 
superintendent in April

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County Judge KP George is 
hoping that as the COVID-19 vaccines are 
coming to the area, teachers and educators 
should be near the front of  the line to get 
the vaccines.

In a letter on Monday to Gov. Greg Ab-
bott, George asked that he requests that 
teachers and school faculty members “to 
be considered as part of  the frontline tiers 
as local health entities begin to administer 
the first round of  the COVID-19 vaccine,” 

he wrote.
“Our experience with the pandemic has 

demonstrated that testing is key to under-
standing disease transmission and fighting 
this virus,” George continued.

“Accordingly, Fort Bend County be-
lieves that a greater access to testing and 
vaccinations for school campuses through 
state partnerships will help curb the risk 
of  infection among teachers, students, and 
the community at large.”

Abbott has already announced that 
healthcare and frontline workers will be 
the first to receive the vaccine, including 

those working at hospitals, long-term care 
facilities, emergency medical services and 
home healthcare workers.

The Expert Vaccine Allocation Panel, 
created by the Texas Department of  Health 
Services, made the recommendations on 
who should get the vaccine first and how 
it will be distributed throughout the state.

George feels that as more students re-
turn to school after the holidays, the virus 
could spread from younger students who 
are more often asymptomatic to teachers 
who are older and may have preexisting 
conditions. “Our teachers and school teams 

are invaluable community members.”
This letter comes as Fort Bend County 

has seen a spike in cases in the last two 
weeks, as over 5,000 new cases of  the coro-
navirus were reported in the two weeks af-
ter Thanksgiving.

Because of  the spike, George raised the 
COVID-19 threat level to red last Wednes-
day, the highest level. He did not call for 
any shutdown of  schools or businesses in 
the county.

As of  Monday, there are 26,716 total cas-
es of  the coronavirus, with over 22,000 re-
coveries and 331 deaths.

They shall call him Immanuel
Faith United Methodist Church of Richmond held its annual live Nativ-

ity scene and Bethlehem Marketplace on Sunday, Dec. 13, at 4600 

FM 359. Rain and cold forced the performance to move beneath 

the breezeway. The live nativity will be held again on Sunday, Dec. 

20, at 6 p.m. Performers are, from left, shepherds Landon Standlee 

and Isaac Thompson; three wisemen Walker Shultz, Will Wleczyk 

and Braden Sherwood; and angels Taylor Lamnek, Ella Pennington, 

Lexi Thompson and Zoe Thompson. Landen Pennington portrayed 

Joseph and Emmy Wleczyk portrayed Mary. The performances will 

be shared on the church’s website and social media sites.

George wants vaccines for school staff

Services at all branches of  Fort 
Bend County Libraries will be un-
available Thursday through Sunday, 
December 24-27, for the Christmas 
holiday. Books & More! Curbside 
Pick-up service hours will resume 
on Monday, December 28, at all loca-
tions.

Libraries’ curbside 
service unavailable 
between Dec. 24-27

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Cases of  COVID-19 are back on the rise 
in several area schools, and one Fort Bend 
County school has moved all its students to 
online education as a precaution to an out-
break.

Lamar Consolidated ISD has seen its 
active cases rise from 72 last week to 120 
on Monday morning, with student cases 
increasing from 52 to 82 and staff  cases up 
from 20 to 38.

George Ranch High School continues 
to have the most coronavirus cases in the 
district, with 19 student cases and one staff  
case. The school’s football team was forced 
to cancel its 6A Division II playoff  game 
against Katy Taylor on Friday due to sever-
al cases of  COVID-19 among the Longhorn 
football team.

Thirty-eight of  the active cases in LCISD 
are in the six high schools, over 46%. Foster 
and Terry high schools have seven student 
cases each, while Lamar has three and Ful-
shear has two. There are also three staff  
cases at Fulshear and two at Lamar.

Elementary schools are also seeing an 
uptick in cases as 28 students in those dis-
trict schools are active cases. That includes 
Pink and Ray elementary schools, which 
have three student cases each. Ray also has 
three staff  cases and Pink has one.

Briscoe Junior High School has the most 
cases among LCISD junior high schools 
and middle schools with five student cases. 
Fifteen cases are among the district’s ju-
nior high and middle schools.

In Fort Bend ISD, the total case count has 
grown to 287 overall with 195 students and 
92 employees.

Travis High School remains one of  the 
district’s high schools with coronavirus 
cases with nine. Bowie Middle School has 
three cases, while Pecan Grove Elementa-
ry School also has three cases. Meanwhile, 
Kempner High School has shifted from 
face-to-face learning to all online learning 
beginning Monday as a precautionary mea-
sure to prevent spread of  the virus.

After reporting 20 student and three staff  
cases at the Thanksgiving break, Needville 
ISD has seen two student cases at Need-
ville High School, two more student cases 
at Needville Middle School, one student at 
Needville Junior High School, and one staff  
member each at Needville Elementary and 
Needville Middle schools.

COVID 
cases rise
at LCISD

Pleak City Council will hold its meet-
ing Wednesday, Dec. 16, at 7 p.m. Pleak 
City Hall.  

The Pleak City Hall is located at 6621 
FM 2218. Meetings are always open to the 
public.

The FBC ESD No. 6 will hold its meet-
ing Friday, Dec. 20, at 7 p.m. at Pleak City 
Hall.  

For more information, call Pleak Vil-
lage at (281) 239-8504.

Pleak City Council 
meets Wednesday

Anyone interested in adopting a fam-
ily in need this Christmas season is en-
courged to contact Nery’s Promise.  

Nery’s Promise asks that the fami-
lies wanting to adopt please contact it 
by email to fill out the Adopt-a-Family 
form so that it can properly match the 
families. 

Nery’s Promise will put each fami-
ly in touch with each other to arrange 
needs as long as both families are com-
fortable all while still socially distanc-
ing. 

Contact Nery’s Promise by email 
at neryspromise@gmail.com Website: 
www.neryspromise.com.

Adopt a family 
in need this 
Christmas

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

The Rosenberg Fire Department may 
have another location to call home.

At Tuesday’s Rosenberg City Council 
meeting, council members will consider 
an inter-local agreement with Fort Bend 
County for fire department housing.

The city executed an inter-local agree-
ment with Fort Bend County in 2015 for 
use of  the county-owned facility, located 
at 4336 SH 36.

This agreement was last amended in 
2017 to include the use of  one bay space 
at the EMS station, located at 4332 SH 36, 
and extend the term of  the agreement un-
til December 31, 2022 with automatic one 
year renewals.

The term of  the proposed agreement 

before council would allow the fire de-
partment to utilize two office spaces, 
sleeping quarters and extend the use of  
the bay space.

If  approved by council, the agreement 
for the fire administration office would 
be renewed until December 31, 2029, with 
one year automatic renewals.

According to city staff, the use of  the 
space at 4332 SH 36 would allow the fire 
department to plan for expanding staff  
and adding a fire apparatus at this loca-
tion to improve fire protection coverage 
in the city.

There are currently four fire stations 
that serve the city of  Rosenberg.

In other business, council members 
will consider the purchase of  six replace-
ment vehicles for the various city ser-
vices.

The fiscal year 2021 budget fleet re-
placement fund includes the replacement 
of  six vehicles, including four Chevro-
let Tahoes for the police department at 
$34,360 each, one Ford Crown Victoria for 
the fire department at $33,610, and one 
Ford F-150 for the utilities department, at 
$21,363.

The teleconference Zoom meeting will 
begin at 6:30 p.m.

Citizens will not be allowed to attend 
council meetings, but can still ask ques-
tions via letters, telephone or email.

Email comments to dswint@rosen-
bergtx.gov.

Meetings can be watched live on the 
city’s YouTube Channel “RosenbergTX-
Gov,” on the city’s website at www.rosen-
bergtx.gov/tv, and on Comcast Channel 16 
for residents within the city limits.

Rosenberg fire to share county facility

Greatwood Winter 
Snow Festival

Dickinson Elementary School 

first-grader Paolo Amarante, 6, 

takes a turn tubing down a snow-

bank at the 10th annual Great-

wood Winter Snow Festival on 

Saturday. Some 15,000 pounds 

of crushed ice made the snow 

ramp and a small field where 

children could build snowmen 

or hurl snowballs at each other. 

Other activities included a porta-

ble rock wall for climbing, bouncy 

houses, food and arts and crafts 

vendors. More photos, Page 12.

College Hunks Hauling Junk & Mov-
ing of  Fort Bend has partnered with 
Pastor Brandon Dickson and Restoration 
Thrift of  Rosenberg to collect non-perish-
able food and new toys to Fort Bend fami-

lies in need for the holidays.  
Food and toys may be dropped off  the 

items with College Hunks Hauling Junk 
& Moving, 3902 FM 723 Suite J, Rosen-
berg, between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

College Hunks hosting Christmas toy, food drive underway

WASHINGTON (AP) — Attor-
ney General William Barr, one 
of  President Donald Trump’s 
staunchest allies, is resigning amid 
lingering tension with the presi-
dent over the president’s baseless 
claims of  election fraud and the in-
vestigation into president-elect Joe 
Biden’s son.

Trump said Barr will leave office 
Dec. 23 to “spend more time with hs 
family.”

Barr to resign Dec. 23
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