
Mosquito spraying
The city of  Richmond will be spraying 

for mosquitoes inside the city limits on 

the evening of  Friday, Oct. 15. The city 

asks residents to do their part to rid their 

property of  standing water. Don’t give 

mosquitoes a biting chance to populate.

Rosary Rally
A rosary rally will be held at Travis 

Park, corner of  Avenue N and Damon 

Street in Rosenberg, on Saturday, Oct. 

16, at noon. Come join in an act of  public 

reparation and pray for the healing of  our 

country. Bring a rosay and a lawn chair.

Retired educators
The Fort Bend County Retired Educa-

tors Association is having their October 

meeting on Wednesday, Oct. 13, at the new-

ly renovated Fort Bend Museum. Refresh-

ments and social time will begin at 1:45 

p.m, and the meeting at 2 p.m. Jessica Av-

ery will tell ghost stories about the Moore 

Home and there will be tours of  the house 

decorated for Halloween.

Dinner, dance fundraiser
VFW Post 3903 and Auxiliary, along 

with Advocates of  Healthy Minds, will 

host a dinner and dance to bring aware-

ness to veteran suicide from 7-10 p.m. 

Friday, Oct. 22, at the VFW Hall, 1903 

First St. in Rosenberg. Tickets are $25 

per person in advance or $30 per person 

at the door. Table for six costs $125.

Catered dinner. Cash bar. The Dan 

May Project band will provide dance 

music. Proceeds go toward veteran 

programs in the community given by 

the post and auxiliary and Advocates 

of  Healthy Minds. Purchase tickets at 

advocatesofhealthyminds.org and click 

on “events.”

One Table Dinner
The Development Corporation of  Rich-

mond in partnership with the Central 

Fort Bend Chamber will host the One 

Table Community Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

Friday, Oct. 15, in the same place it was 

held in 2019, on Morton Street in Historic 

Downtown Richmond. Tickets can be pur-

chased at the Central Fort Bend website 

https://web.cfbca.org/events.

Cemetery clean-up
The Needville 4H will host a clean-up 

day at the Needville Cemetery, 11714 Need-

ville-Fairchilds Road, on Saturday, Oct. 30, 

starting at 8 a.m. Volunteers are welcome 

to come help out!

Pumpkin patch
First United Methodist Church of  

Rosenberg’s pumpkin patch is in busi-

ness. The patch is located at the corner of  

Ave. H and Third Street.
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If  a cop pulls over a car pulling a 

Uhaul, did he just “bust a move”?

Friends and family wishing Todd 

and Sheryl Norman of  Needville a 

very happy 25th wedding anniversary...

Eva Martinez Workman, 56
Andrew James “A.J.” Wleczyk, 85
Raynaldo Lee Romero, 40
Maria Anita Carrillo , 100
Dr. Soni Oyekan, 75
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Just wondering

Do not be anxious about anything, but 

in every situation, by prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving, present your requests 

to God.

Philippians 4:6
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TIARA TIME AGAIN!

10 teens vie for Harvest Fest Queen title

Magdalina 
Cooper

The 2021 Needville Harvest Fest 

Queen will be crowned in ceremo-

nies beginning at 3 p.m. Saturday, 

Oct. 16, on the main stage at Har-

vest Park, 3001 Violet St.

Candidates must reside in 

Needville and be between the ages 

of  15 and 19.

Contestants are: freshman Hai-

ley Charles, 14, daughter of  Cla-

rissa Charles and Henry Garcia 

Jr.; freshman Magdalina Cooper, 

14, daughter of  Keith and Davina 

Cooper; junior Kimberly Eversole, 

18, daughter of  Matt and Tammy 

Eversole, sponsored by Needville 

Feed and Supply; junior Jodi Ka-

linowski, 16, daughter of  Aaron 

Kalinowski and Becky Krejci, 

sponsored by Small Town Wood-

works; senior Yasmyn Ochoa, 

17, daughter of  Isabel and John 

Roberts; junior Jasmine Palmer, 

16, daughter of  Evans and Chas 

Palmer; freshman Wendy Pena, 

15, daughter of  Arnoldo Pena and 

Claudia Pena; senior Keeli Teykl, 

17, daughter of  Cyndi and Steve 

Diehl and Jody and Taryn Teykl; 

senior Anna Valentine, 17, daugh-

ter of  Rebecca and Dean Robison 

and Jamie Valentine, sponsored by 

D&S Bobcat Inc.; and senior Bailey 

Vasquez, 17, daughter of  Rene and 

Lindsay Vasquez, sponsored by 

LHR Livestock.

Each participant is required to 

sell at least 50 $10 raffle tickets, and 

receives a commission on all sales 

above that amount. Each contes-

tant will also receive an appreci-

ation gift for participating in the 

contest.

SEE QUEENS, PAGE  8A

Needville Harvest Fest raffle tickets are on sale now, 
with the top prize being a 2021 John Deere 4x4 Gator. 
Second prize is a 2021 John Deere 48-inch, zero-turn 
lawnmower. Third prize is a $500 gift certificate, and 
the fourth- and fifth-place winners will each receive 
a $250 gift certificate. Front row, from left, are Cody 

Gibbs, Chris Janicek, W. Lee Hedt and Mike Pitz; back 
row: Bill Schiffman, Sandra Wendt, Denise Sbrusch, An-
gie Middlebrooks and Sherry Winkelman. Tickets are 
available from any committee member, Little Miss and 
Mr. contestants, and Queen contestants as well as nu-
merous businesses in the area.

Raffle tickets are on sale now for 

the 38th annual Needville Harvest 

Festival, which takes place Friday 

evening and all day Saturday at Har-

vest Park, 3001 Violet St.

Great prizes offered
First prize in the raffle is a 2021 

John Deere 4x4 Gator, and second 

prize is a 2021 John Deere 48-inch, 

zero-turn lawnmower. Third prize is 

a $500 gift certificate, and a $250 gift 

certificate will be awarded for fourth 

prize and for fifth prize.

Tickets are $10 and are available 

from any Harvest Fest Committee 

member or any participant in the 

Queens Contest and the Little Miss 

or Mr. contestant.

They may also be purchased: in 

Needville at Kinfolk’s Antiques, 

NewFirst National Bank, Prosperi-

ty Bank, and Needville City Hall; at 

Damon Farm and Ranch and West of  

the Brazos in Damon; Country Cuts 

and Styles in Guy; Stavinoha Tire 

in Fairchilds; Slavonic Mutual in 

Rosenberg; and Shoppa’s Farm Sup-

ply in East Bernard.

Tickets will be available for pur-

chase at the Harvest Festival as well, 

until shortly before the drawing time 

of  6:30 p.m. Saturday on the main 

stage at Harvest Park. Winners need 

not be present.

Vendor spaces available
Spaces are available for food and 

arts and crafts vendors, as well as 

food trucks, and volunteers are al-

ways needed.

Harvest Fest President Chris Jan-

icek said the Harvest Fest would not 

be possible each year without its 

many dedicated volunteers and spon-

sors. However, many longtime board 

members are retiring after this year 

and this may be the last Harvest Fest 

if  others don’t step up to take over the 

reins.

Harvest Fest raffle tickets on sale

SEE RAFFLE, PAGE  8A
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Laura Liles of Richmond holds up one of the wreaths she had 
for sale at Motown on Morton last weekend. Liles makes the 
wreathes herself. One of the most popular at this time is the 
Houston Astros wreath. She refused to sell the one she had 
on display Saturday, instead offering to make customers a 
new one. Wreath Greetings By Laura was one of many arts 
and crafts vendors with booths at this year’s event.

Motown on Morton

BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY
swilley@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County has a large enough population to war-

rant its own House district, County Judge KP George told 

lawmakers.

In a letter to Texas House leaders dated Oct. 11, George 

seeks to ensure that a congressional district, in its entirety, 

is located within the already existing borders of  Fort Bend 

County.

 “Under the current lines adopted by the Texas State Sen-

ate, Fort Bend County’s diverse community gets divided into 

three separate congressional districts, which would seriously 

divide the county and communities,” George said.

Presently, Fort Bend County is represented at the state 

Capitol by House District 26, House District 28 and House Dis-

trict 85. Each of  the House districts represent a portion of  the 

county.

The House redistricting committee is presently redrawing 

congressional districts across the state as required by the 

Census.

George: County 
should be 1 
House district

SEE COUNTY, PAGE  2A

SEE EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER, PAGE  4B

BY NICK IRENE 
rirene@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County’s new Emergency Operations Center 

is another step closer to its March completion after county 

officials conducted the official beam signing ceremony for 

the future state-of-the-art center.

The center will directly assist the Fort Bend Office of  

Homeland Security and Emergency Management coor-

dinate emergency responses throughout the community, 

George said during Tuesday’s signing ceremony.

County Judge KP George was one of  many county of-

ficials who placed his hard hat and safety harness on to 

etch his name into the structure he fought for since being 

elected.

His eyes gleamed as at the progress builders have made 

since February’s groundbreaking.

“Today is a very special day for Fort Bend County be-

cause when I came in in January 2019, we talked about 

getting a state-of-the-art emergency management building 

and I just wanted to say this is a product of  good work from 

commissioner court members and me and all getting to-

Beam-signing 
ceremony brings 
new EOC closer 
to completion

Who is Karolyn Drisdale and why 
is she bossing deputies around?
BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY
swilley@fbherald.com

The memo sent out Monday morning 

started off  pleasant enough: “Good morn-

ing FBCSO Personnel...”

But Fort Bend County Sheriff  Eric Fa-

gan’s newly appointed Command Execu-

tive Assistant Karolyn Drisdale quickly 

rankled rank-and-file deputies when she 

asserted her authority.

“As Sheriff  Fagan’s Executive Com-

mand Assistant I am tasked with many 

responsibilities,” Drisdale told the depu-

tized peace officers. “My greatest respon-

sibility, which I do not take lightly, is re-

sponding to and executing his commands. 

I want to be clear that I have been placed 

in a position of  trust and that I work di-

rectly for Sheriff  Fagan.  

“Moreover, I have been given the au-

thority to speak for Sheriff  Fagan.  There-

fore, when you speak to me you are speak-

ing to the Sheriff. Moving forward, when 

I contact you, responding is not an option, 

it’s a requirement.  Failure to reply is con-

sidered insubordination.”

Fagan said he did not approve the 

memo before it was sent out, and he apol-

ogized to sheriff’s office personnel in his 

own memo shortly hearing back from his 

staff.

“I would like to acknowledge and ad-

dress the email distributed on Monday, 

Oct. 11, 2021, to all Fort Bend County Sher-

iff’s Office employees from my Executive 

Assistant, Ms. Karolyn Drisdale,” he said 

in his own memo.

“I did not authorize nor approve the 

email. I would like to personally apologize 

to anyone who found the email upsetting.   

I truly believe the spirit of  the email was 

to inform, not offend. This matter was ad-

dressed immediately and handled via the 

proper channels and I fully expect it will 

not happen again.” 

Typically, in Texas, deputized peace of-

ficers answer to other deputized peace of-

ficers, such as the sheriff  and the sheriff’s 

chief  deputy and others on the command 

staff.

Drisdale’s memo left some officers 

wondering about the chief  deputy’s posi-

tion or the roles of  their supervisors.

SEE DRISDALE, PAGE  2A

Sheriff says his new command executive assistant did not speak for him


