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Idea for a haunted house: One room 

full of  women saying “I’m fine.” Another 

room of  women asking, “Do I look fat in 

this?” A third room full of  women say-

ing “My momma’s coming to visit for a 

month.”

Rosenberg City Councilman Tim 

Anders singing “Happy Birthday” to 
Marie McFarland on her 92nd birth-
day when out campaigning....Family 
and friends remembering the late Sy-

mantha Rae Cantu on her birthday 
Saturday...

Danna Krnavek Psencik planning 
on doing some star gazing this week...

Katie Vela hosting socially-dis-
tancing outdoor birthday party for son 
Owen...

Chris Gleason having a birthday 
party. Daughter not invited.

Tim Kaminski excited about up-
coming fraternity reunion, wondering 
if  he could squeeze into his college jack-
et...

Denis LaRoche voting and taking 
home the free stylus and “Fort Bend 
Votes ANYWHERE” sticker...

Annie Nawara White, 85
Felipe Saldua, Jr., 65
Euleta “Bill” Bell
Leroy Frank Urbanek, 88
Joel L. Fritsch, Sr., 67
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Pretty scary

Come near to God and he will come 

near to you.

James 4:8

Good Afternoon
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Foster .....................51

Terry .......................14

Brazos ....................21

Danbury ................14

Needville ...............28

Stafford .................20

Hightower .............28

The Woodlands .....25

Travis .....................41

Houston Heights.... 28

Katy Paetow ..........42

Kempner ..................7

East Bernard ..........20

Rice Cons. .................0

Marshall .................60

Houston Northside ....0
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In a fast-growing area, especially in 
Fulshear and the north part of  Rich-
mond, there is a need for more schools 
in the Lamar Consolidated Independent 
School District.

Even after voters in the district passed 
a bond in 2017 to help build a new high 
school and junior high school in 2017, 
LCISD is asking voters to once again to 
pass another bond to help build five new 
schools, make repairs at several existing 
campuses and build two new facilities.

Voting has begun on all four bond prop-
ositions, which total over $792.5 million.

Proposition A is the first of  four LCISD 
bonds on the ballot, with this one mostly 

concentrating on facilities. The total of  
this part of  the bond is over $645.2 mil-
lion.

Of  the $645 million, $424.9 million of  
that will go to purchasing land and build-
ing new district schools and facilities.

The most expensive project in the bond 
is the construction of  LCISD’s seventh 
high school. This school would be located 
in the northern part of  the district in or-
der to help with future overcrowding that 
will occur at Fulshear High School, even 
though the school is in its fourth year of  
service. The new high school would also 
help with growing populations at Foster 
and Lamar Consolidated high schools.

A new junior high school and mid-

LCISD Prop A includes 
bonds for 8 new schools
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Halloween is coming up and staying 
safe and socially distant across Fort Bend 
County won’t be an issue this year.

Every day in October, First United 
Methodist Church is selling pumpkins at 
its pumpkin patch, located on the south-
east corner of  Third Street and Avenue I.

Patch workers said the colorful pump-
kin patch is the perfect place for autumn 
photo opportunities.

Cast Theatrical Company’s production 
of  Neil Simon’s play “Chapter Two” is 

scheduled for performances through Oct. 
25 at 1909 Ave. G.

This play tells the story of  a recent wid-
ower who is encouraged by his younger 
brother to start dating again.

Performances are at 7:30 p.m. on Fri-
days and Saturdays and 2:30 p.m. on Sun-
days. Call 832-889-3808 for ticket informa-
tion.

The city of  Rosenberg’s annual Boo 
Bash has been slightly altered to adhere 
to COVID regulations.

This year, the parks and recreation de-

Halloween happenings 
in Fort Bend this month
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National Honor Society students form a line to help unload pumpkins from an 18-wheel-

er on Thursday at the First United Methodist Church Rosenberg Pumpkin Patch, locat-

ed at the corner of Avenue I and Third Street in Rosenberg. Proceeds from Pumpkin 

Patch sales support children’s ministries. More photos on Page 8A.

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County voters are coming 
out in record numbers to vote early in the 
Nov. 3 elections, county officials reported.

Despite a manmade error that slowed 
down voting on the first day of  early vot-
ing Tuesday, turnout in the county has 
increased since Wednesday.

The first day of  early voting saw 12,843 
ballots cast. 

The second day of  early voting saw 
20,384 voters head to the polls, which is 
2,000 more that voted on the second day 
of  early voting in 2018, which was 18,464 
and 18,265 in 2016.

On Thursday, the third day of  early vot-
ing, 22,772 cast ballots in person, which is 
almost 4,000 more that voted on the third 

day of  early voting in 2016 (17,713).
Right at 55,999 voters have cast ballots 

in person over the three-day period.
“We are seeing enormous enthusiasm 

to participate in this election, and Fort 
Bend has been no exception,” Fort Bend 
County Judge KP George said in a state-
ment. 

“I have personally been visiting poll-
ing sites in order to resolve issues on the 
ground, and I encourage everyone to take 
advantage of  extended hours at polling 
sites to make their voices heard.”

Fort Bend County Elections Admin-
istrator John Oldham predicts that this 
election will shatter previous turnout 
records.

“This should be a record turnout, es-
pecially since we have more registered 
voters with every election,” Oldham 

said. “My thoughts are, that come Mon-
day morning, which would have been the 
normal start date of  early voting, that we 
will have had between 90-95,000 voters 
cast ballots.

As of  Tuesday, 481,813 Fort Bend Coun-
ty residents had been registered to vote 
in the Nov. 3 general election. However, 
that number is expected to grow as more 
people register before the Oct. 24 dead-
line.

As for mail-in ballots, Fort Bend Coun-
ty reported that 37,179 ballots were re-
quested and 9,160 of  them have been re-
turned since Friday morning.

The combination of  mail-in votes 
and in-person votes reveals some 65,159 
voters have cast ballots in the first three 
days of  early voting. 

In response to the error that slowed 

voting on Tuesday, George extended ear-
ly voting hours to 7 p.m. Saturday, Oct 17.

On the last three days of  early voting 
from Wednesday, Oct. 28 to Friday, Oct. 30, 
voting hours will be from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Curbside voting for those who need it 
is available at all polling locations. Voters 
who need this service need to call 281-342-
8670 only when they arrive at a polling 
station, not before.

The county also has a tool to check 
which polling location has long lines. Vot-
ers can go to https://www.fortbendcoun-
tytx.gov/government/departments-e-n/
elections-voter-registration/presiden-
tial-election-early-voting-schedule to 
check which locations have a line or not.

All voting locations will have personal 
protective equipment, such as hand sani-
tizer, masks, voting styluses, etc.

Early voting in Fort Bend setting records

SEE LCISD, PAGE  3A

SEE HALLOWEEN, PAGE  3A

Autism awareness
SOS Richmond will host Autism Sup-

port Night from 5-7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 23, at 
1803 Richmond Parkway, No. 2300, Rich-
mond. October’s theme will be “Living 
with ASD from childhood to adulthood.” 
Special speaker is Justin Moehn, ASD 
advocate. Guests must RSVP to attend 
by calling 832-371-6738 or via email at 
richmond@successonthespectrum.com. 
Dinner will be served, childcare will be 
provided and CDC guidelines strictly en-
forced.

Church benefit
St. Michael the Archangel Catholic 

Church will host its annual barbecue 
dinner fundraiser on Sunday, Oct. 25, at 
Columbus Club Hall, SH 36 in Needville.  
Meals of  brisket and sausage, buttered po-
tatoes, green beans, bread, pickles, onion 
and dessert is $10 per plate. Serving be-
gins at 10:30 a.m. and ends when sold out. 
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, only 
drive-thru service will be offered. A bake 
sale will take place under the front pavil-
ion, and will include strudels, kolaches, 
pies, cakes and more. Also, Vietnamese 
egg rolls will be sold under the front pavil-
ion. Music will be provided by the M&M 
Playboys.

Pink Out
Thursday, Oct. 22 is Pink Out Day in 

Richmond. City leaders ask citizens to 
join with city staff  and wear pink to 
bring awareness to breast cancer and 
the importance of  early testing. 
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It’s been over a year since the Trap 
Neuter Return program had been in-
troduced to the city of  Rosenberg, and 
months since council member Kevin 
Raines expressed concern for its validity 
in the city.

Finally, council members will have an 
opportunity to discuss the code of  ordi-
nances as it relates to the TNR program.

Tuesday’s meeting will be held via 
Zoom teleconference at 6:30 p.m.

At a July Rosenberg City Council 
meeting, Raines said this program con-
flicts with city ordinance because once 
the shelter captures and vaccinates the 
feline, the cat becomes city property. 
Therefore, it should remain in city care. 
But by dumping the cat where it was 
found, it would go against city ordinance.

Animal Control Director Mara Hart-
sell said that wasn’t the case, but agreed 
city ordinances would need to be changed 
in order to comply with the TNR pro-

TNR program back 
on council agenda

SEE CITY, PAGE  3A

Lamar CISD Supt. Dr. Thomas Randle 
announced Friday he will be retiring af-
ter 20 years with the district. 

Dr. Randle plans 
to finish the school 
year in Lamar 
CISD, or until the 
school board com-
pletes the super-
intendent search 
process.

Dr. Randle be-
came Lamar CISD’s 
Superintendent of  
Schools in 2001. 

Under his lead-
ership, Lamar 
CISD has become 
known around the state for academic ex-
cellence. 

During Dr. Randle’s tenure, the dis-
trict has twice been recognized by Texas 
School Business magazine for its best 
practices, earned the H-E-B Excellence 
in Education Award for Best Large Dis-
trict, had four campuses named National 
Blue Ribbon Schools, and been selected 
as an inaugural cohort member of  The 
Holdsworth Center’s District Leadership 
Program. 

Academically, Lamar CISD is one of  
the state’s largest districts to receive an 
“A” rating by the Texas Education Agen-
cy.

Since Dr. Randle’s arrival in Lamar 
CISD, student enrollment has increased 
from 16,000 to over 36,000 and the staff  
has gone from 2,200 to over 5,400—making 

Dr. Thomas 
Randle

Randle announces retirement

SEE RANDLE, PAGE  3A

Happy to 

celebrate 
102nd 

birthday!

Widower John Ma-

donna, a resident at 

Clayton Oaks Senior 

Living Community in 

Richmond, celebrated 

his 102nd birthday 

this month. See more, 

Page 2A.


