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HIGH SCHOOL 
VOLLEYBALL

Terry falls to Hightower in a 

five-set heartbreaker; see 

Sports

Motivation is what gets you started. 

Habit is what keeps you going.

Peggy Scholl stopping by The Fort 
Bend Herald to pick up some supplies 
and tell everyone hello....Precinct 1 

County Constable Ervin Dittfurth 
donning a pair of  shorts and T-shirt for 
a day of  work around the house...

Maximino Alcala De Stefano, 80
Catalina Arizpe, 90
Frank Joseph Mensik, 83
Charles Maurice “Sonny” Harris, 81

Gerardo Saldana, 61
Frederick Arthur Gross, 81
Estanislao P. Rodriguez, 94
Patricia Ann Bell, 93

“Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a 

mystery, today is God’s gift, that’s why we 

call it the present.” 

— Joan Rivers (1933-2014)

— BH
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Keep it going

Through faith in (Christ Jesus our 

Lord) we may approach God with free-

dom and confidence.

Ephesians 3:12

Good Afternoon
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Public hearing
The Richmond City Commission 

will hold a special meeting at 4:30 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 9, to allow the public 
to comment on the proposed 2020 tax 
rate. The public hearing will be held at 
City Hall, 600 Morton St. The commis-
sion agreed at its last meeting to set 
the tax rate at 69 cents per $100 value 
— the same tax rate set last year. The 
commission is scheduled to vote on the 
proposed budget and tax rate on Sept. 
16.

German Society
The Fort Bend Chapter of  the Texas 

German Society will have lunch on Fri-
day, Sept. 6, at the Immanuel Evangeli-
cal Church in Needville. Cost is $3 do-
nation. Lunch at 11:30.  Games at 9. For 
reservations call 281-342-8243.

Movies on Morton St.
The city of  Richmond’s Movies on 

Morton Street free outdoor film fea-
tures “The Princess Bride” at dark in 
front of  City Hall on Morton Street on 
Friday, Sept. 6. The city has organized 
these screenings to provide a free fami-
ly event for residents and visitors.  The 
Rotary club of  Richmond will provide 
free popcorn and Access Health Com-
munity Health will provide water and 
lemonade. Everyone is encouraged 
to bring their own chairs. However, 
Friends of  North Richmond will sup-
ply chairs for those without.

Citywide Garage Sale
Needville’s Citywide Garage Sale 

will be on Saturday Sept. 21 and Sun-
day Sept. 22. The annual event will 
kick off  at 8 a.m., rain or shine. The ga-
rage sale will feature more than 100 lo-
cations around town and maps will be 
available at each location. Patrons are 
advised to be aware of  their surround-
ings and watch for one-way streets.

BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY
swilley@fbherald.com

Even though Richmond city commis-
sioners plan to keep the 2020 tax rate the 
same as this year, one resident asked them 
on Tuesday to consider cutting taxes.

Commissioners agreed last month to 
keep the property tax rate at 69 cents per 
$100 value.

The tax rate has been reduced from 79 
cents per $100 value in 2009 to 69 cents per 

$100 value in 2018.
“You guys are doing a real good job 

these past few years lowing our property 
tax rate,” Carlos Garcia told commission-
ers during the first of  two public hearings 
on the budget. “You have been lowering 
(the tax rate) by a penny a year so it has 
made a difference. However, this year I ha-
ven’t heard anybody say anything about 
cutting taxes.”

However, he said, he has been talking 
to neighbors and people around town and 
they agree that the tax rate is too high, 

especially when compared to other com-
munities.

Garcia said the city of  Sugar Land’s 
tax rate is 31 cents per $100 value and 
Rosenberg’s is 43 cents.

In addition, both Sugar Land and 
Rosenberg offer tax exemptions to those 
residents 65 and over.

Rosenberg offers a $60,000 tax exemp-
tion to property owners 65 and older, and 
Sugar Land offers the elderly a $70,000 ex-
emption, he noted.

Rosenberg also offer a $5,000 home-

stead exemption, he added.
The city of  Richmond offers a $5,000 

tax exemption for property owners 65 and 
older and no homestead exemption, he 
said.

“Now I know you’re going to say you’re 
not comparing apples to apples, but if  you 
don’t start the conversation we’ll never 
get there,” Garcia said.

Of  proposed 69 cents per $100 value, 
just over 17 cents per $100 value has been 

Richmond resident asks city to cut taxes

Leaping
Lariettes
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George Ranch 

High School 

Lariette Gabriela 

Bernal and the rest 

of the dance team 

show off their stuff 
during halftime in 

Dickinson.

City commissioners plan to keep tax rate same as last year’s

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

The Dollar Tree distribution center dictated discus-
sion at the Rosenberg City Council meeting Tuesday.

Council members voted in favor of  annexing a .99 
acre tract of  land for the center.

Before council moved forward with the project, 
Mayor Bill Benton asked if  the land owner requested 
the annexation.

“So this is not a forced annex?” Benton asked. “We 
did not ask them? We haven’t pressured them in any 
way?”

Community Development Director Travis Tanner 
assured council that this was requested by the land 
owner.

“It’s just under an acre of  land that they’re pro-
posing to have annexed into the city to become part 
of  that project,” Tanner explained. “This property is 
located southwest of  Spur 10 and Klosterhoff  Road.

“It’s currently in the (extraterritorial jurisdiction). 
It’s been acquired by Dollar Tree and it’s now being 

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

A new Fort Bend County associate dis-
trict judge would be funded in the county 
budget for 2020, but the two Republican 
county commissioners still believe the 
move is a waste of  taxpayer money.

Precinct 1 Commissioner Vincent Mo-
rales said that there is no justification for 
the county to bring in an additional judge. 

“It doesn’t matter who the sitting judge is, 
but this is just not right in the eye of  the 
taxpayer,” he said.

Morales referenced an opinion from 
the Texas Office of  Court Administra-
tion, which did a report on the Fort Bend 
County courts and said that a new associ-
ate judge is not needed.

Last week, Precinct 3 Commissioner 
Andy Meyers said that a new district 
judge would cost the county $1 million 

that would not be in the current budget.
Precinct 2 Commissioner Grady Pre-

stage said that the money for the new 
judge is in the 2020 budget that will be ap-
proved later this month.

He also pushed back on those who say 
there is no need for a new judge, saying 
that the backlog of  cases is affecting those 
who have a right to a speedy trial.

“Tell that to the ones who are waiting 
for justice,” Prestage said. “Justice de-

layed is justice denied.”
Meanwhile, commissioners approved a 

new voting machine system for the coun-
ty. The ExpressVote machines, made by 
Election Systems and Software, were se-
lected unanimously and could be ready 
to use by mid-2020, according to elections 
administrator John Oldham.

Oldham said that the ExpressVote and 

GOP commissioners say new judge 
position is a waste of taxpayer money

SEE COUNTY,, PAGE  7A

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

It’s taken multiple meetings and hours 
of  discussion, but Rosenberg City Coun-
cil members have finally revised the city’s 
rules of  procedure.

But getting there wasn’t exactly a cake-
walk at Tuesday’s Rosenberg City Coun-
cil special meeting.

Although this item was placed on the 
consent agenda, council member Lisa 
Wallingford pulled it for discussion before 
accepting the amendments. According to 
city staff, the rules and procedures have 
been revised 14 times.

“What I’m reading is that (citizens) are 
given two bites at the apple to speak on the 
same subject,” Wallingford explained.

“I don’t want them coming up and 

speaking for three minutes under gener-
al comments about an item that’s on the 
agenda and then when the beeper goes off, 
they come back at the agenda item and get 
another three minutes.

“I don’t think that was our intent. Our 
intent was for them to speak generally un-
der general comments, or if  they have an 
item on the agenda to speak. But not nec-
essarily to come back and get six minutes 
instead of  three.”

Mayor Bill Benton said he liked Wall-
ingford’s suggestion.

Council member Isaac Davila said he 
understands where Wallingford is com-
ing from.

“I think I’d rather have it where they 
can only speak at an item once,” Davila 
said. “If  someone wanted to speak to an 
item, they could speak to it in general 

comments (if  it’s a long meeting).”
The rest of  council concurred.
“We’ve beat this thing half  to death 20 

times over,” council member Jacob Balde-
ras said. “I think Lisa’s suggestion is fine. 
I’m in favor of  it.”

Wallingford made a motion to accept 
the rules of  procedure with the amend-
ment that citizens can either comment in 
the general comments or may comment 
on the agenda item.

The motion was seconded by council 
member Steven DeGregorio and passed 
unanimously.

“I’ll make a little comment regarding 
these rules,” Benton added.

“At any time, we could tweak these at 
any meeting. If  any councilor has con-
cerns about them, put them on the agen-
da. Don’t put them on your Facebook.

“Put them on the agenda and let’s dis-
cuss it and get a consensus vote here in 
this chamber.”

There were changes to the rules:
 ■ Deadlines for citizens to sign up to 

speak in advance of  meeting have been 
implemented.

 ■ Comments from the audience during 
workshop meetings shall be limited to 
agenda items only.

 ■ Citizens cannot speak if  they have 
not signed up with the city secretary prior 
to the meeting start time.

 ■ The city secretary will notify all 
persons appointed to a board by mail or 
e-mail.

 ■ The city will perform criminal back-
ground checks on all applicants as a con-
dition of  appointment to a city board or 
commission.

Council to allow citizens to speak once per item

Dollar Tree 
project gets 
green light
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Fort Bend County Libraries’ George 
Memorial Library will present a 
demonstration of  Japanese origami on 
Wednesday, September 4, from 5:30 to 7 

p.m., in Room 2C of  the library, located 
at 1001 Golfview in Richmond.

Library staff  from the Adult Ser-
vices department will demonstrate how 
these delicate art forms are made by 
twisting and folding paper into unique 
shapes. Learn how to make whimsical 
shapes such as a parrot and a stingray.

This program is for all ages. Materi-
als are provided through the generous 
support of  the Friends of  the George 
Memorial Library organization.

The program is free and open to the 
public. For more information, see the 
Fort Bend County Libraries website 
(www.fortbend.lib.tx.us), or call George 
Memorial Library (281-342-4455) or the 
library system’s Communications Of-
fice (281-633-4734).
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Taylor Ray Elementary School is hosting a Grandparents Day lunch on Friday. Grandma 

Luc Ortiz smiles at grandson Zarek Hernandez at the lunch last year.

Celebrate Grandparents Day at Taylor Ray

Learn how to make paper parrots & 
stingrays in Japanese origami class

Learn how to make parrots and sting-

rays out of paper.


