
Rush Limbaugh, the talk radio 

host who ripped into liberals and 

laid waste to political correctness 

with a gleeful malice that made 

him one of  the most powerful 

voices in politics, influencing the 

rightward push of  American con-

servatism and the rise of  Donald 

Trump, died Wednesday. 

He was 70.

Limbaugh said a year ago that 

he had lung cancer. 

His death was announced on his 

show by his wife, Kathryn.

Unflinchingly conservative, 

wildly partisan, bombastically 

self-promoting and larger than life, 

Limbaugh galvanized listeners for 

more than 30 years with his talent 

for sarcastic, insult-laced commen-

tary.

He called himself  an entertainer, 

but his rants during his three-hour 

weekday radio show broadcast on 

nearly 600 U.S. stations shaped the 

national political conversation, 

swaying ordinary Republicans and 

the direction of  their party.

Blessed with a made-for-broad-

casting voice, he delivered his 

opinions with such certainty that 

his followers, or “Ditto-heads,” as 

he dubbed them, took his words as 

sacred truth.
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Did you know the girl in the middle of  

the tennis court is Annette?

Karl and Carol Baumgartner cel-

ebrating their 40th anniversary in Ha-

waii...

Sarah Neyfeldt sitting in her car, 

charging her cell phone...

Fort Bend County Judge KP George 

sharing bad news he had a pipe burst 

inside his home...

Phillip Sulak hoping everyone is 

OK during this crisis...

Sheila Marie of  Rosenberg walking 

her dog in the snow...

Greatwood resident William Fergu-

son asking his friends on social media 

to go check on their neighbors during 

this crisis...

Leonard Chan making a meal out of  

Girl Scout cookies...

— BH
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What’s in a name?

Now in Christ Jesus you who once 

were far off  have been brought near by 

the blood of  Christ.

Ephesians 2:13

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Today’s Scripture

Residents scramble for food, water, warmth

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

Fulshear is the latest city in Fort Bend 

County to have a boil water notice issued. 

This notice is for residents of  downtown, 

Fulbrook on Fulshear Creek, Fulshear 

Run, and Polo Ranch, city officials an-

nounced Wednesday morning. Also im-

pacted are the Greatwood neighborhood 

of  Sugar Land and the cities of  Katy, Mis-

souri City and Stafford.

As the winter storm wages on and 

power remains out for hundreds of  thou-

sands of  people in Fort Bend, what does 

this mean?

According to Sugar Land officials, the 

extremely low temperatures, increased 

demand and prolonged power outages 

means the boil water notice is effective 

immediately for customers of  the Great-

wood Water System.

The notice was posted at 6 a.m. 

Wednesday morning.

“The notice calls for all Greatwood 

customers to boil their water prior to con-

sumption when the water pressure drops 

below 20 psi,” the notice on the City of  

Sugar Land Facebook page reads. “Cus-

tomers who do not live in Greatwood or 

Greatwood Lakes are not included in this 

boil notice.”

To ensure destruction of  all harmful 

bacteria and other microbes, water for 

drinking, cooking and ice making should 

be boiled and cooled prior to use for 

drinking water or human consumption 

purposes, the notice continues.

The water should be brought to a vig-

orous rolling boil and then boiled for two 

minutes.

“When it is no longer necessary to boil 

the water, the public water system offi-

cials will notify customers that the water 

is safe for drinking water or human con-

sumption purposes,” the post reads.

“Right now we are only experiencing 

low water pressure and asking residents 

to stop dripping faucet and conserve wa-

ter usage,” City of  Rosenberg Communi-

cations Manager Tanya Kveton said. A 

boil water notice has not yet been issued 

in the city of  Rosenberg as of  Wednesday 

afternoon.

City of  Katy officials noted that chil-

dren, seniors, and persons with weak-

ened immune systems are particularly 

vulnerable to harmful bacteria and all 

customers should follow these directions.

For more information, call 311 or 281-

275-2900.

Residents of  Cross Creek Ranch in the 

city of  Fulshear are not impacted. For 

more information, questions and con-

cerns, call the city of  Fulshear at 281-346-

1796.

Read the full notice for Greatwood res-

idents at https://www.sugarlandtx.gov/

ExtremeCold.

For all updates regarding the winter 

storm impacts on the city of  Katy, visit 

http://www.cityofkaty.com/winterstorm.
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Grants are crucial when it comes to fund-

ing projects and equipment necessary for 

first responders.

Luckily, with Public Information Officer 

Barbara Smolik’s grant-writing skills, the 

Rosenberg Fire Department has secured a 

$2,500 grant for carbon monoxide monitors.

At Tuesday’s Rosenberg City Council 

meeting, council members will consider 

accepting the ExxonMobil Good Neighbor 

Grant to purchase the CO monitors for the 

department.

According to city staff, these monitors 

would aid the department in monitoring CO 

levels in residences where a carbon monox-

ide alarm has activated, as well as monitor-

ing CO levels in residences after a fire to de-

termine when levels are safe to re-enter the 

structure without respiratory protection.

This item was placed on the consent 

agenda, meaning it will not be discussed by 

council during open meeting.

In other fire department related busi-

ness, council members will consider anoth-

er, heftier grant.

Fire Chief  Darrell Himly will present an 

application for a Department of  Homeland 

Security Adequate Fire and Emergency Re-

sponse Grant.

The fire department applied for nine fire-

fighter positions through the grant.

According to city staff, the goal of  SAF-

ER is to enhance the local fire department’s 

abilities to comply with staffing, response, 

and operational standards.

The SAFER grant assists fire depart-

ments with staffing by funding the base 

salary and benefits during the performance 

period of  the grant, which is the first three 

years, city staff  noted.

For the 2020 SAFER grant, there in no 

match required by the city. During the per-

formance period of  the grant, the grant 

would cover 100% of  the costs, which in-

cludes the base salary and the standard ben-

efits package.

The base salary and benefits for nine 

firefighters is $621,000 per year, or $1,863,000 

over a three-year period.

The fire department would budget fully 

for the positions once the three-year period 

ends.

If  the match is approved, the fire depart-

ment can move forward with hiring new 

firefighters.

The Zoom teleconference meeting will 

begin at 6:30 p.m.

Boil water notices issued

Two warming centers that Fort 

Bend County residents are using 

during the winter storm have been 

closed on Wednesday afternoon.

The Gallery Furniture store, 7221 

West Grand Parkway in Richmond, 

was closed because of  loss of  pow-

er. Another warming center at Riv-

er Pointe Church, 21000 Southwest 

Freeway in Richmond, was closed 

because it could not take in any more 

people.

The centers are places residents 

came to if  their place of  residence 

lost power during the storm or did 

not have any running water.

Warming centers no longer needed

Fire department could receive thousands in grants

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Schools in Fort Bend County will re-

main closed for the rest of  the week as the 

power outages and water issues during 

the winter storm continue to wreak hav-

oc in the region.

Lamar Consolidated ISD announced 

on Wednesday that its campuses and fa-

cilities will remain closed through Friday, 

Feb. 19. There will be no on-campus or 

virtual classes for students on these days.

LCISD had been closed since Monday 

when the storm rolled into the Houston 

area.

“The safety of  the Lamar CISD com-

munity is our top priority,” a LCISD 

statement said. “Please continue to take 

the necessary precautions to keep your 

family safe and monitor local media for 

updates.”

The district has no word on when its 

monthly board meeting, scheduled for 

Thursday, will be rescheduled.

Fort Bend ISD Supt. Dr. Charles Dupre 

announced that its schools and facilities 

will be closed for the rest of  the week on 

Wednesday.

“As I write this message, many in our 

FBISD family are dealing with continued 

power outages, broken pipes, and strug-

gling to stay warm due to the continued 

effects of  the arctic system,” Dupre said 

in a statement.

“This is an extraordinary situation, 

and we recognize the full effects may not 

be known for a few more days as tempera-

tures begin to warm.”

Needville ISD also announced it will be 

closed for the rest of  the week and will be 

open on Monday.

Brazos ISD announced late Tuesday 

that its schools would be closed until 

Thursday, but didn’t make an announce-

ment about Friday.

Richmond and Rosenberg municipal 

courts will offer two virtual special dockets 

for individuals to take care of  outstanding 

warrants and avoid arrest prior to the state-

wide warrant round-up March 6- 13. 

The city of  Richmond’s Virtual Safe 

Harbor Warrant Days scheduled for Fri-

day, Feb. 26, and Thursday, March 4, from 

1-3 p.m. each day, will help individuals re-

solve their misdemeanor warrants through 

virtual hearings rather than live in-person 

proceedings.

Rosenberg Municipal Court set its Vir-

tual Safe Harbor Warrant Days for Wednes-

day, Feb. 24 from 1-3 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 

27 from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. via Zoom video con-

ferencing.

This year’s Virtual Safe Harbor Warrant 

Days offers those with outstanding war-

rants in Richmond and Rosenberg the op-

portunity to take care of  warrants virtually 

without the fear of  being arrested. 

This is a last chance to avoid arrest 

before the 2021 warrant Round-Up, held 

March 6-13.

If  there’s a warrant for an individual’s 

arrest in these communities, they have two 

opportunities to go online and make things 

right, and avoid arrest before the Annual 

Warrant Round-Up.

Richmond Municipal Court Judge Ross 

shared “Don’t be intimidated. We under-

stand the anxiety of  warrants and the fear 

of  being arrested. “Despite the Pandemic, 

we still want to offer people the opportuni-

ty to clear warrants ahead of  the Warrant 

Round-Up and avoid arrest. 

“This is your opportunity to work with 

us to resolve your case. I’m here to help you 

help yourself.”

Payments on outstanding warrants will 

be expected. 

To find out if  you have a warrant, or to 

register for a virtual hearing, contact Rich-

mond Municipal Court at 281-342-0578 or 

Rosenberg Municipal Court at 832-595-3450.

Communities offers virtual 
safe harbor warrant days

Vehicles were backed up around the block at the Whataburger in Rosenberg (U.S. 59/

SH36) on Tuesday. There were similar lines for the nearby Wendy’s, McDonald’s, Jack in 

the Box, and Burger King. Subway remained closed Tuesday. Also open was Popeye’s 

Chicken on SH 36, which saw a line of vehicles. Sunoco on SH36 was doing brisk busi-

ness on gas, as was the Stripes, Exxon/Valero Station at US 59/SH36.

Area schools to close for the 
rest of the week due to storm

Fort Bend County residents scrambled 

to find food, water, gas and heat this week 

after temperatures dropped into the dou-

ble-digits and roadways were covered with 

ice and snow.

Most businesses were closed on Monday 

and Tuesday due to the poor weather con-

ditions.

Residents began lining up for propane 

at Ace Hardware Tuesday morning and 

the propane was sold out by 1 p.m. Another 

shipment of  propane was due Wednesday.

Shoppers also braved the cold and icy 

streets to make their way to local home 

supply stores. Lines of  shoppers stretched 

down the sidewalks in front of  Lowe’s in 

Rosenberg and Home Depot at Brazos Town 

Center.

They left with baskets of  firewood, heat-

ers, pipe insulation, water and anything 

else they could use to warm their homes, 

many of  which have been without power 

for days.

Gas stations did brisk business as resi-

dents sought to fill up automobiles and gas 

cans to replenish home generators.

By Tuesday afternoon, some restaurants 

reopened and long drive-thru lines of  vehi-

cles stretched down the road. Diners waited 

up to 30-40 minutes in lines at Wendy’s, Jack 

in the Box, Whataburger and Popeye’s in 

Rosenberg.

Power was restored in most communi-

ties in Fort Bend County by 9 a.m. Wednes-

day but power company officials warned 

electric service could be sporadic through-

out the rest of  the week.

Greatwood residents had been without 

power since early Monday morning when it 

was restored Wednesday.

Parts of  Rosenberg were without elec-

tricity on and off  since Monday. The lights 

went out late Monday in Rosenberg for 

about six hours and went off  again Tuesday 

night around 10 p.m. before being restored 

Wednesday morning.

Many residents also had to do without 

running water for days on end, forcing 

many to do without water for bathing or 

cooking. And water that came out of  the 

taps in many neighborhoods had to be 

boiled before drinking or cooking with it.
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KC fundraiser
The Rosenberg Knights of  Columbus 

will begin holding its annual Lenton 

fishfries on Friday, Feb. 19 at the KC Hall 

on Kay Cee Hall Drive in Rosenberg. 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the 

firsh fry will be drive-thru only.

Blood drive
Gulf  Coast Regional Blood Drive will 

be held on Sunday, Feb. 28, from 10:30 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1208 

Fifth St., Rosenberg.  Call the church office 

at 281-341-7500 or go online to giveblood.org 

to schedule an appointment. Appointment 

required.

Free movie
The city of  Richmond will host Movies 

at Wessendorff  outdoor film features “Na-

tional Treasure” at 6:30 p.m. at Wessen-

dorff  Park on March 5. Admission is free.

Brothers Vito, Luka and Iggy Pizzurro spend their snow day playing at a park in Great-

wood on Monday morning.
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Snow much fun!

The Fairchild VFD annual barbecue 

and auction fundraiser is set for Sun-

day, March 7, at the Needville KC Hall on 

SH36.  

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the 

benefit will be drive-thru only and will 

begin at 10:30 a.m. and end when barbe-

cue is sold out.  In lieu of  a live auction, 

2,000 raffle tickets and 1,500 barbecue 

plates will be sold.  

To make a donation towards out of  

pocket cost, or donate toward their auc-

tion, please contact the fire station at 979-

793-6676 or info@fairchildfd.org.

Fairchild VFD BBQ fundriaser is March 7

Conservatives 
mourn loss of 
Rush Limbaugh 

Rush Limbaugh


