
VOLUME 131, NUMBER 11 ROSENBERG-RICHMOND, TEXAS

AND TEXAS COASTER

www.fbherald.com 75¢ RACK/64¢ DELIVERED

HIGH SCHOOL 
WRESTLING

Foster takes 2nd at state 

duals;  see Sports

I went with my fiance to a bridal expo 

Downtown this weekend and, woah 

boy.  

Guess there’s some truth to the cliche 

about wedding planning being a lot 

of  work...

Former Herald reporter Averil 

Gleason and her roommate Emelia 
visiting the newsroom. Averil is a 
co-producer of  a TV serice based in 
Culver City, CA...

Karen Cromer, 82
Charlene Niemeyer, 86
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Just so much to do...

For Christ’s love compels us, because 

we are convinced that one died for all, 

and therefore all died. And he died for all, 

that those who live should no longer live 

for themselves but for him who died for 

them and was raised again.

2 Corinthians 5:14-15

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Obituaries

Today’s Scripture
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The annual Fiesta at First is coming to First United Methodist Church in Rosenberg. This fun, family event is back on schedule for 

Friday, Feb. 10 at 6 p.m. Mexican food from Bob’s Tacos combined with musical entertainment provided by talented John Amar will 

ensure a delightful evening. Judge Christian Becerra will serve as celebrity auctioneer for the live auction and a huge selection of 

silent auction items are sure to offer something enticing for all attendees. Tickets are available for purchase from the church office at 

1115 Third Street in Rosenberg or by calling 281-342-3333. Shown in the photo are Fiesta at First Committee Members Dixie Moore, 

Linda Seay, Linda Albrecht, Debbie Turner, Pauline Storey, Martha Foit, Margaret Stuart, Elaine Bowman and Jennifer Hartmann.

2023 Fiesta Committee

HERALD PHOTO BY NICK IRENE 

Lamar Consolidated High School students Terrain Breaux, Gysele Brown and Magdale-

na Lopez Rodriguez sell pizza and other concessions during the Mustangs’ basketball 

game against Foster on Friday night. See more from the meeting between the Mus-

tangs and Falcons on page 6. 

Friday night food and friends

Vegetable conference
The 38th annual Fort Bend Re-

gional Vegetable Conference will 
take place Tuesday, Feb. 7,  at the 
Fort Bend County Fairgrounds in 
Buildings C & D. Registration will be 
held from 7:30-8:15 a.m. with the con-
ference beginning at 8  a.m. and end-
ing at 3:30 p.m. The cost with lunch 
included is $30 before Jan. 20 and $40 
after Jan. 20.  

Mens Group fundraiser
The Mens Group at First United 

Methodist Church-Rosenberg will 
hold a chicken fried steak supper 
fundraiser on Friday, Jan. 27, from 
5-7 p.m. Catered by Vincek’s Smoke-
house in East Bernard. Drive-thru 
and carry-out only. Cost is $13 per 
plate at the corner of  Fourth Street 
and Avenue J in Rosenberg. For tick-
ets, please text Larry Richardson at 
832-757-8730 or call the church office 
at 281-342-3333, or go by the church 
office at 1115 Third St. in Rosenberg.

Spaghetti fundraiser
St. John’s United Methodist 

Church, 400 Jackson St., Richmond, 
will host its 43rd annual spaghetti 
supper/auction on Feb. 4. Dinner/
silent auction are from 5-7 p.m.; live 
auction begins at 7 p.m. Tickets: $8 
for adults; $5 for 6-11 (5 and under 
eat free). Tickets available from any 
youth or the church office.

Father-Daughter dance
Rosenberg’s very first Rtown 

Sweetheart (Daddy-Daughter) Dance 
is set for Saturday, Feb. 4, from 6-9 
p.m. at the Rosenberg Civic Center 
located at 3825 SH 36 south. For more 
information or to purchase a ticket, 
call 832-595-3520  or visit rosenbergtx.
gov. 

Texas German Society meets
The Fort Bend chapter of  the 

Texas German Society meets Mon-
day, Jan. 30 at 6:30 p.m. in the Albert 
George Branch Library in Need-
ville. Call 281-342-8243 for more info.

BY MARQUITA GRIFFIN
mgriffin@fbherald.com

Calvary Episcopal Preparatory has an-
nounced its upcoming open house events 
scheduled on Jan. 24 and 26, and although 
parents and their children may be in-
terested in the benefits of  this scholarly 
institution that is a source of  dignity in 
Fort Bend, there is more to it than its his-
tory and academic prowess.

The private school in Richmond is of-
ten known for the caliber of  education 
and accomplishments of  its students 
— while they are enrolled and even af-
ter they graduate — but one noteworthy 
characteristic of  the Calvary’s culture is 
its dedication to the community.

Since its establishment in 1956, Calva-
ry Episcopal Preparatory has included 
a service learning element in its curric-
ulum, which Head of  School Dr. Maria 
Fondon summarized as a priority intend-
ed to “instill a servant’s heart.”

“Service learning has been a 
long-standing tradition at Calvary since 
as far back as anyone can remember,” 
said Dr. Fondon. “Our students are called 
to a higher standing in everything they 
do. That includes giving back to their 
communities.”

PLENTIFUL PROJECTS
Service learning at Calvary differs 

among the school levels and is developed 
at the behest of  the homeroom teachers. 
Each instructor, Dr. Fondon said, is re-
sponsible for their grade’s service-learn-
ing project of  the year.

For students in PK3 through 8th grade, 
all service projects are completed during 
the school day with a goal of  two service 
projects a year. After students complete 
their service-learning, reflection is com-
pleted in their Christian Character Edu-
cation class and discussed in Bible class.

High school students, on the other 
hand, are expected to earn 30 hours of  
community service through school-based 
and self-initiating events, totaling 120 
hours over four years. And to earn an 

honor cord at graduation, 160 hours are 
required.

“Our longest standing tradition for 
service projects is the Santa Behind the 
Badge program that is sponsored by the 
Richmond Police Department,” Dr. Fon-
don said.

In this program, second-grade students 
collect presents, and the fourth-graders 
help them wrap the gifts.

Other programs that Calvary students 
frequently volunteer with include pack-
ing meals at Lunches of  Love, helping 
with garden duties at Preston Street Gar-
dens, making fleece blankets for animals 
at the Rosenberg Animal Shelter and vis-
iting the nursing home.

Dr. Fondon notes that the coronavi-
rus pandemic paused the nursing home 
visits, but she hopes they will resume as 
Covid situations improve.

At the high school, Dr. Fondon said the 
service learning project list “is limitless.”

“A bulk of  our students participate in 
YIP through the George Foundation, the 
GRIT program at George Ranch Histor-
ical Program, Attack Poverty, Calvary 
Episcopal Church, their churches and 
school campus events.”

The two programs that probably stand 
out the most in the service learning proj-
ects are Youth-in-Philanthropy (YIP) 
and the George Ranch Interpretive Teen 
(G.R.I.T.) programs.

The YIP program aims to develop stu-
dents by having them work at different 
non-profits once a month.

“The [YIP] program brings kids to-
gether from all different backgrounds 
for a singular purpose. Our students love 
this program and this opportunity,” Dr. 
Fondon said. “GRIT has allowed our stu-
dents to be immersed into George Ranch 
Historical Park by committing to at least 
90 hours a summer. During this time, 
they become the historical figures in the 
ranch, teaching and showing visitors 
what it meant to live in that era.”

Calvary Episcopal 
Prep’s projects a 
cherished tradition

SEE CALVARY  ON PAGE  12

BY CHRIS BARBEE
Special to The Herald

A discrepancy in Robert Allen Satter-
field’s testimony was highlighted as soon 
as Texas Ranger David Chauvin began 
his third full day of  testimony in the capi-
tal murder trial Tuesday.

By the time he was released Wednes-
day at 4:35 p.m., the Ranger had spent 4½ 
days in the witness box.

Also, Chauvin agreed with lead de-
fense attorney Brian Lacour that two of  
the three murder victims might be alive 
today had the landowner warned them or 
called law enforcement when he learned 
someone had already been killed on his 
property.

The eight-man, seven-woman jury 
(including alternates) began listening to 
the second week of  testimony Tuesday, 
following Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Monday.

During the holiday weekend, Chauvin 
went back to listen to audio recordings of  
conversations between himself  and Sat-
terfield, 41, who is being tried on a capi-
tal murder charge for killing Ray Shawn 
“Baby Ray” Hudson Jr. of  Angleton on 
Sunday, June 10, 2018. The boy would have 
turned 5 the next day. Also killed were his 
father, Ray Shawn Hudson Sr., 28; and his 
mother, Maya Victoria Rivera, 24.

Wharton County Assistant District 
Attorney Lance Long asked Chauvin to 
explain what he had discovered.

In previous comments the defendant 
had said Ray Shawn Sr. pulled a knife 
on Satterfield before being shot. But in 
listening to recordings last weekend, Sat-
terfield told Chauvin that he first pulled 
the gun, then Hudson pulled a knife and 
started backing up toward the burn pit on 
Henry Floyd’s land near Burr.

Satterfield said he shot Hudson three 
times while trying to get information out 
of  him about several men who were ha-
rassing him on Facebook, calling him a 
snitch, a dog, boxing him in on the road 
and other things that made him worry, 
possibly about his own safety.

The defendant said as Hudson was 
backing up he shot him in the torso, then 
shot him a second time in the torso, and 
“while he was rolling on the ground” shot 
him in the back of  the head, killing him. 
He dragged his dead body into the pit, put 
trash on top of  him, applied lighter fluid 
and set him on fire, Satterfield admitted 
during one of  several conversations with 
Chauvin.

In that recording, Satterfield never 
said he shot Hudson in self-defense, Long 
pointed out.

Right before lunch Tuesday, the pros-
ecution passed Chauvin to the defense 
team for cross-examination.

Many of  the questions had already 
been asked before during Chauvin’s long 
stint in the witness box, but new bits of  

Ranger concludes 
Satterfield testimony

BY SAM SCINTA JR.
sscinta@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County Fair and Rodeo’s fair 
manager Cindy Schmidt was named the 
2023 recipient of  the 
Texas Association 
of  Fair and Events 
(TAFE) Professional 
of  the Year award.

The recognition 
took place at the 
TAFE convention in 
Galveston.

The honor recog-
nizes all fairs, fes-
tivals, rodeos and 
events held through-
out Texas, including 
the Houston Live-
stock Show and Rode, the State Fair of  
Texas and the San Antonio Stock Show 
and Rodeo.

Schmidt earned the honor for her com-
mitment, leadership and dedication to 
her work for the fair.

A fair manager for the last five years, 
Schmidt oversees one of  the largest fairs 
in Texas and has consistently led her 
team through unprecedented crises such 
as the aftermath from Hurricane Harvey 
and the COVID-19 pandemic.

In 2022, Schmidt spearheaded the Fort 
Bend County Fair, brokered a national 
TV deal, became a qualifier for one of  the 
largest rodeos in the world and welcomed 
the WPRA Ladies’ Breakaway event.

The longtime fair volunteer and man-
ager also oversees year-round events, 
such as a fishing tournament, crawfish 

boil and tag-ins. Schmidt also secures 
entertainment acts, coordinates fair com-
mittees agendas, procures sponsorships 
and ahears to a year-round budget. 

Schmidt began with the Livestock 
Committee as a volunteer in 1990 and has 
been a part of  the Fair Club Committee, 
Hospitality Committee and the Decora-
tions Committee. Among her proudest 
achievements was when she and a few 
other volunteers created the Freezer Sale 
for kids who did not make the junior live-
stock auction.

She has also created an alliance among 
county fair associations in surrounding 
areas to enable them to work together, 
borrow signage and hand washing sta-
tions and continue their missions for 
their own home counties. 

Prior to becoming fair manager, 
Schmidt served as fair secretary since 
2008.

Cindy and her husband, Darren 
Schmidt, reside in Rosenberg, where they 
both have been longtime fair supporters, 
auction buyers and life members.

TAFE is a membership-based non-prof-
it trade organization for fair, festival and 
event professional staff  and volunteers. 
It also serves business and organizations 
that supply fairs and festivals with goods 
and services. 

The organization, based in Wharton, 
oversees more than 100 fairs, festivals, 
livestock shows and rodeos across Texas.

It was formed in 1926 to provide inspir-
ing leadership, create agriculture and ed-
ucation opportunities and develop strat-
egies and techniques that enhance and 
advance the fair industry.

SEE RANGER  ON PAGE  3

Schmidt honored as 
TAFE Pro of the Year

Cindy Schmidt

Jaybird-Woodpecker War of 
1889 to be taught at library

In recognition of  Black History 
Month in February, the Fort Bend 
County Library system will host a 
local history program on Fort Bend 
County’s Jaybird-Woodpecker War 
Saturday, Feb. 11 from 2-3 p.m. in the 
meeting room at George Memorial 
Library in Richmond. 

Dr. Nicholas Cox, chairman of  
the History Department at Houston 
Community College, will talk about 
the Jaybird-Woodpecker War, a feud 
which took place in Richmond in 1889 
between opposing political factions. 
Hear about the history and conse-
quences of  the political violence that 
took place in the county in the 1880’s. 

Dr. Cox received his doctorate de-
gree in US History from the Universi-
ty of  Houston. In addition to his work 
at Houston Community College, Dr. 
Cox has taught at the Bronx Acade-
my of  Letters in New York City, the 
University of  Houston and UH-Victo-
ria. He is a member of  the American 
Historical Association and the Texas 
History Association. 

This program is free and open to 
the public. For more information, see 
the Fort Bend County Libraries’ web-
site at www.fortbend.lib.tx.us, or call 
George Memorial Library at 281-342-
4455, or call the library system’s com-
munications office at 281-633-4734.


