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BASEBALL

George Ranch’s Kopps 

named SEC Pitcher of the 

Year; see Sports

Alison George educating Instagram 
influencers that skinny does not equal 
healthy... everyone is on their own jour-
ney with their own body type...

Kumar Singh playing pool with Pat-

rick Sepe...
Allie Hodges on vacation with fam-

ily, getting back into running while sec-
ulded in Nashville...

Margaret R. Trigo, 83
Michael Henry Visoski, 68
Dale Wolfing Sr., 61
Orville Luke LeBlanc, 74
Annie M. Kidda, 96
Wendel Larue Franks, 70
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By grace you have been saved through 

faith, and this is not your own doing; it is 

the gift of  God.

Ephesians 2:8

Good Afternoon

Around the Bend

Obituaries

Today’s Scripture

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County has adopted a body 
camera policy for county-paid peace offi-
cers, but the sheriff  and constables don’t 
have to abide by it.

County commissioners unanimously 
approved the policy during Tuesday’s 
commissioners court meeting.

County Attorney Bridgette Smith-Law-
son told commissioners that elected law 
enforcement officials can accept or de-
cline the policy.

Fagan, who championed body cameras 
when he campaigned for office, said his 
deputies would abide by the policy.

“I have no problem with the policy that 

you wrote because the policy that I have 
written is more stringent,” Fagan said. 
“(The county’s policy) is more of  a guid-
ance that we will follow.”

The policy states that it “does not su-
persede or remove the duty of  officers 
to comply with other departmental pro-
cedures and obligations, nor does it su-
persede or remove the legal sphere of  
authority that an elected official of  a law 
enforcement agency in Fort Bend County 
has to either accept or reject body-worn 
cameras and this policy.”

County Judge KP George lauded the 
policy as a way to bring accountability 
and transparency to law enforcement of-
ficers and residents. 

He also said that the policy is in line 

with a national policy on body cameras.
“There have been national conversa-

tions about the use of  body-worn cameras 
in law enforcement for a long time, and 
the death of  George Floyd and a constable 
here in our community made passing the 
policy even more pressing,” George said 
in a statement. 

“We want to protect our residents and 
law enforcement officers. It’s time to do 
the right thing, and hopefully, this will be 
the start of  rebuilding trust between law 
enforcement and the communities they 
serve.”

Last month, George proposed a body 
camera policy, but it was pulled from the 
agenda at the last minute after Precinct 
2 Constable Daryl Smith and Precinct 3 

Constable Chad Norvell expressed con-
cerns about the policy, especially about 
the commissioners’ court being able to 
exert its authority over elected law en-
forcement leaders.

While the policy is in effect immediate-
ly, the Fort Bend Sheriff’s Office said that 
because the vendors for the body camer-
as have not been selected yet, there is no 
timetable available for when officers will 
begin wearing the cameras.

The policy was also created to get pos-
sible federal funding to purchase the body 
cameras. Precinct 2 Commissioner Grady 
Prestage mentioned that the policy could 
fade away when the funding expires.

“Once the funding runs out, we’re on 
the honor system,” Prestage said.

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

Buckets of  rain didn’t stop dozens of  
smiling faces from attending Holy Rosa-
ry Catholic Church’s groundbreaking 
ceremony over the weekend. 

Following a series of  water intrusions, 
Father Orrin Halpeseka explained to the 
congregation that this renovation and 
restoration is meant to waterproof  the 
church. He noted the irony as the rain 
fell Sunday.

“There is only one reason we are build-
ing this church and that is to serve our 
God each and every day,” Halpeseka said.

According to the construction team, 
the plan is to have the church completed 
by this time next year.

“Thank you so much,” Halpeseka said. 
“Continue to pray that this project con-
tinues to move forward. I’m so excited 
to (conduct) mass in here. I hunger to be 
back in our church.”

Holy Rosary is located at 1416 George 
St. in Rosenberg.

For more information, visit 
https://www.loc8nearme.com/tex-
as/rosenberg/holy-rosary-catho-
lic-church-and-school-st-wenceslaus-mis-
sion/6171230/.

Father Orrin Halpeseka of Holy Rosary 

Catholic Church speaks to a crowd about 

the restorations and renovations being 

made to the church.

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

With new council terms comes new 
responsibility. Which means it’s time to 
appoint citizens to city boards and com-
mittees.

The city of  Rosenberg is currently 
accepting applications for citizens inter-
ested in serving on various boards, com-
missions and committees within the city.

City staff  explained that boards, com-
missions and committee members are 
volunteer positions essential to the op-
eration of  city government who provide 
valuable insight and direction on vari-
ous city issues and events.

Positions currently open include:
 ■ Animal Control Shelter Advisory 

Board;
 ■ Building and Standards Board;
 ■ Hotel Occupancy Tax (HOT) Evalu-

ation Committee;
 ■ Image Committee;
 ■ Parks and Recreation Board;
 ■ Planning Commission;
 ■ Rental Property Appeals Board;
 ■ Rosenberg Development Corpora-

tion Board; and
 ■ Water/Wastewater Impact Fee Ad-

visory Task Board.
Planning commission members serve 

two-year terms.
Image committee members serve a 

one-year term.
Main Street advisory board members 

serve two-year staggered terms.
Parks and recreation board members 

serve one-year terms.
RDC board members serve two-year 

staggered terms.
Charter review committee member-

ship is undefined and under council’s 
discretion.

HOT committee members serve one 
year terms.

And membership for the water/waste-
water impact fee advisory task board is 
undefined and under council’s discre-
tion.

Citizens interested in serving in the 
positions should fill out the application 
and submit to City Secretary Danyel 
Swint at dswint@rosenbergtx.gov or de-
liver in person or via mail to City Secre-
tary, 2110 Fourth St., Rosenberg, TX 77471 
by 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 15.

The application can be found on the 
city’s website at https://bit.ly/3oN1b71. 
City Council members will review the 
applications and may make position ap-
pointments at a City Council meeting in 
June. Service on a City board, committee 
or commission is a privilege and respon-
sibility, which could involve a significant 
time commitment. Citizens must pass a 
background check before they can serve 
and if  appointed, are expected to attend 
meetings as scheduled and be an active 
participant.

For more information, visit the city’s 
website at rosenbergtx.gov or call the 
city secretary’s Office at 832-595-3340.

Apply to 
serve on 
city boards, 
committees

Memorial Day closing
Services at all branches of  Fort 

Bend County Libraries will be un-
available on Monday, May 31, in ob-
servance of  Memorial Day. Curbside 
Pick-up service hours will resume on 
Tuesday, June 1, at all locations.

Free movie
The city of  Richmond’s Movies at 

Wessendorff  Free Outdoor Film fea-
tures “Footloose” at 8:30 p.m. Friday, 
June 4, at Wessendorff  Park. The city 
has organized these screenings to pro-
vide a free family event for residents 
and visitors. Rotary Club of  Rich-
mond will provide free popcorn and 
the city will provide water. The city 
encourages everyone to bring their 
own chairs and/or blankets. Food and 
dessert trucks will be on site for food 
purchase, but attendees are welcome 
to bring their own food and drink.

Memorial Day closing
All city of  Richmond government 

offices will be closed for Memorial 
Day — Monday, May 31 — which is rec-
ognized as an employee holiday. For 
more information, call 281-542-5456. 

City to host shredding event
The city of  Rosenberg is hosting a 

paper shredding event on Saturday, 
June 26, at Rosenberg City Hall, locat-
ed at 2110 Fourth St. The event is free 
and open to Rosenberg residents only 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. or until the trucks 
are full.

Mosquito spraying
The city of  Richmond will spray 

for mosquitoes at dusk, inside the city 
limits on Sunday, May 30.

Alzheimer’s support group
Richmond-Rosenberg Alzheimer’s 

Caregiver Support Group will be meet-
ing in person on June 3 at 7 p.m. in 
Wendt Hall at St. John’s United Meth-
odist Church, 400 Jackson St. in Rich-
mond. The meeting will last one hour, 
and masks are optional. Meeting in 
Wendt Hall will enable participants to 
social distance.

Rosenberg to hold 
Memorial Day Service

The city of  Rosenberg will host a Me-
morial Day service at 2:55 p.m. Monday, 
May 31, at the Rosenberg Civic Center, 
3825 SH 36, Rosenberg. The public is in-
vited. For more information, call 832-595-
3520 or go online to info@rosenbergtx.
gov. City offices will be closed May 31.

BY MARQUITA GRIFFIN 
mgriffin@fbherald.com

Although it may create an air of  mys-
tique and intrigue, the 
reasoning behind au-
thor Arthur Herbert’s 
pen name is a logical 
one: it organizes his 
two lines of  work.

During the day, he’s 
Dr. Herb Phelan III, a 
practicing surgeon, 
and when an inspira-
tional slice of  fiction 
finds its way to the 
forefront of  his mind, 
then he’s an author, 
carefully building a 
story, one word at a 
time.

With his name on scientific writings — 
Phelan has 116 peer-reviewed scientific pub-
lications — and his name on his fictional 
work, “a pen name makes it easier to keep 
these straight as to which is which,” he ex-
plained kindly.

Months ago, his parents, Herb and Max-
ine Phelan of  Rosenberg, reached out to The 
Herald, hinting at the debut of  their son’s 
first novel.

“Maxine and I had no idea that he had a 
talent for creating suspense,” said Phelan 
Jr., who joyfully expressed he couldn’t wait 
to read the book.

He didn’t have to wait too long.
On May 11, their son Dr. Herb Phelan 

announced his first novel, “The Cuts That 
Cure,” was available.

A real page-turner
“The Cuts That Cure” follows a disgraced 

surgeon who crosses paths with a cruel 
teenager in the Rio Grande Valley of  Texas. 
Phelan said his book contains psychological 
suspense, mystery, and even some horror el-
ements.

“If  you like Stephen King or Gillian Fly-
nn — the lady who wrote “Gone Girl,” as 
well as the HBO series “Utopia” —it’s fair to 
say that you’ll like the book,” said Phelan, 
53.

Weeks before our interview and the re-
lease of  the book, Phelan was encouraged 
by the pre-order sales hitting “almost three 
times the number [his] publisher initially 
told him,” and because of  the strength of  
the pre-orders, his book spent some time as 
a No.1 Amazon new release.

Dr. Herb Phelan — a surgeon and a storyteller

Formerly of Rosenberg, Dr. Herb Phelan is 

a practicing surgeon in Louisiana and the 

author (under the name Arthur Herbert) of 

“The Cuts That Cure” that was released 

on May 11.

Dr. Herb
Phelan

SEE PHELAN, PAGE  7A
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County adopts body camera policy

“The Lord...will come to us as the showers.” — Hosea 6:3

Holy Rosary Church kicks 
off long-awaited restoration
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Fort Bend County commissioners ap-
proved on Tuesday more federal funding 
in relevance to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
including more funding for rental assis-
tance.

Commissioners approved an action to 

advance the funding of  over $157.4 mil-
lion that the county received through the 
American Rescue Plan Act.

Most of  the funding will go to a vari-
ety of  programs, including public health, 
pandemic relief, economic relief, funds 
for local non-profits and public infra-
structure.

Of  the $157.4 million, $31.5 million will 

go to economic recovery, including the 
county’s small-business grant program, 
which will get $25 million. Also, $10 
million has been allocated to Fort Bend 
County’s mortgage assistance program 
and $3 million will go towards the coun-
ty’s youth summer jobs program.

More funding available for rent assistance

SEE COUNTY, PAGE  12A


