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Needville tickets on sale; 

see Sports

Vaccinations offered
Fort Bend County Health & Human 

Services will offer COVID-19 vaccinations 
for adults, children 12-18, as well as back-
to-school immunizations on Friday, Aug. 
20, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  at  St. John Fisher 
Catholic Church, 410 Clay St., Richmond. 

Free movie
The city of  Richmond’s Movies at Wes-

sendorff  Free Outdoor Film features Field 
of  Dreams at 7:45 p.m. Friday, Sept. 3, at 
Wessendorff  Park! We have organized 
these screenings to provide a free family 
event for residents and visitors. Rotary 
Club of  Richmond will provide free pop-
corn and the city will provide water. The 
city encourages everyone to bring their 
own chairs and/ or blankets. Food and 
dessert trucks will be on site for food pur-
chase., but attendees are welcome to bring 
their own food and drink.

Spaghetti dinner fundraiser
 St. Paul Lutheran Church Men in Mis-

sion, Women of  St. Paul and Youth Minis-
try, 1208 Fifth St. in Rosenberg will host a 
spaghetti dinner fundraiser  on Saturday, 
Sept. 11, from 4 p.m.-7 p.m.  Meals are $10 
each, includes tea and dessert. Dine-in 
and to-go will be available.  A silent auc-
tion is also planned.  

School supplies drive
Zumba with Cyndia & Friends will 

host a back-to-school dance fitness party 
fundraiser from 9-11 a.m. Aug. 21 at The 
Knile Center, 5419 FM 359 in Richmond. 
Admission is free with the donation of  a 
child’s backpack or school supplies. All 
donations benefit the Fort Bend Rainbow 
Room.

Overheard at the rice fluffing work-

shop: “I remember me and my pals get-

ting old tires up the hill, getting in them 

and rolling down. Those were Good-

years.”

Lamar CISD Supt. Dr. Roosevelt 

Nivens joining the “Not Going Back 
to School” luncheon hosted by the 
Fort Bend County Retired Educators 
Association.... Rosenberg police 
officers are supplying kids with back-
to-school gear in partnership with 
Friends of  North Rosenberg and 
Attack Poverty....

Lillian (Novosad) Steffek, 89
Elizabeth Ann Beechler, 76
Frank Louis Prihoda, 90
Maria De Jesus Munoz, 79
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Ah, the old days

Suffering produces endurance, and 

endurance produces character, and char-

acter produces hope.

Romans 5:3-4
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Needville ISD remained firm on its 

stance of  wearing masks in schools to be 

a personal choice.

NISD Supt. Curtis Rhodes said that he 

and all staff  members are aware of  the 

differing opinions and constantly chang-

ing decrees when it comes to COVID-19.

Only hours prior to the school board 

meeting, Fort Bend County Judge K.P. 

George announced he filed, and was 

granted, a restraining order against Gov. 

Greg Abbott’s executive order banning 

mask mandates.

But Rhodes and trustees agreed they 

would move forward with their previous-

ly announced policy of  allowing individu-

als to choose whether or not they want to 

wear masks.

“We are investigating our options,” 

Rhodes said, adding that mandates in the 

ongoing battle over masks seem to change 

almost hourly.

“Unless things change between now 

and Aug. 23,” he said, “our students and 

staff  have the option to wear masks and/

or be vaccinated. All students will attend 

class in person. We are just going to keep 

being us and do what we believe is right.”

Needville ISD will continue to disin-

fect, with all staff  members using Hypo-

chlorous Acid (HOCL) to clean their areas 

throughout the day, and encourage hand 

washing, sanitizing and safety protocols 

like any other school year.

Rhodes joined trustees in commend-

ing all staff  members for their work in 

preparation for, and excitement over, the 

upcoming school year, as well as students’ 

2021 STAAR (State of  Texas Assessments 

of  Academic Readiness) results.

While COVID-19 was being blamed for 
the significant drop in 2021 STAAR scores 
across the state, NISD students aced the 
test across the board, with scores remain-
ing the same or improving as compared to 
2019. Students were not tested in 2020 due 
to the pandemic.

Needville ISD students scored well 
above the state average in all subjects and 

as much as 27-28 points higher in some.
“We were so excited over that,” Board 

President Chris Janicek said to admin-
istrators. “We appreciate you very, very 
much.”

Numerous contracts renewed
Agenda items approved by the board 

include renewal of  several contracts with 
the Texas Association of  School Boards 
Risk Management Fund for: Unemploy-
ment compensation at $7,917, which is 
$2,781 less than last year; auto/liability 
coverage at $53,534, which reflects an in-
crease of  $1,912 from last year; and Work-
ers’ Compensation at $70,928, with a $2,057 
increase from last year.

Trustees also approved the County Tax 

Assessor-Collector’s anticipated NISD 

2021 tax collection rate of  102.05 percent.

Pape explained that amount includes 

a 100 percent collection for 2021 and 2.05 

percent in debt collections from previous 

years.

Additionally approved by the board 

were the Student Code of  Conduct, with 

no changes from the 2021-2021 school year, 

and a request by the district’s Informa-

tion Technology Department to renew a 

contract with Renaissance for innovative 

programs that connect assessment, plan-

ning, instruction, practice and profes-

sional development. The contract was ap-

proved for three years, totaling $233,022.

Trustees updated NISD’s agreement 

with Damon ISD, with Rhodes explaining 

the update “simply allows us to pay them 

for transportation.”

At NISD’s May school board meeting, 

trustees agreed to renew the district’s 

contract with DISD and discussed the 

Texas Education Agency’s (TEA) plan to 

pay $528,885 DISD owed NISD for educat-

ing DISD high school students for the past 

three school years.

Damon ISD has no high school, so its 

students in grades nine through 12 may 

attend either Columbia-Brazoria ISD or 

Needville ISD, with the majority choosing 

the latter. Needville ISD and Damon ISD 

have maintained a contract for secondary 

education services for many years.

Rhodes said the TEA has paid DISD 

which has, in turn, paid NISD.

He also said the agreement is “a big 

benefit for us” and is “a really good deal 

for both districts.”

Judge rules against Needville LL
BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Needville Little League’s last hope for 
qualifying for the Little League World 
Series has been dashed after a Pennsylva-
nia judge denied a temporary injunction 
against Little League after a false positive 
COVID-19 test.

The Little League teams from Need-
ville and Tulsa, Okla., filed for a tempo-
rary injunction against Little League In-
ternational, asking the court to add both 
teams to the Little League World Series 
tournament, which begins Thursday in 
Williamsport, Pa.

Lycoming County Judge Eric Linhardt 
wrote in his order on Tuesday that while 

the two teams did have cause, they did not 
“meet all of  the prerequisites for imple-
mentation of  a preliminary injunction.”

Both Needville and Tulsa were dis-
qualified from the Southwest Region-
al tournament in Waco on Aug. 7 after 
coaches from both teams tested positive 
for COVID-19 using PCR saliva tests. But 
Needville assistant coach Mike Park and 
Tulsa manager Sam Treat each took nasal 
swab tests at different locations, and both 
men tested negative.

But Little League officials said that 
both men could not take another test and 
both teams were out of  the regional tour-
nament. Teams from Lafayette, La. and 
Wylie, Texas advanced from Waco to Wil-
liamsport.

Linhardt wrote that while he found 
Little League’s decision to disqualify the 
teams “arbitrary and capricious,” he 
didn’t agree with Needville’s and Tulsa’s 
remedy, which was to be placed in the Lit-
tle League World Series tournament.

“The 16 teams that are playing in the 
Little League Baseball World Series be-
ginning Thursday are those teams that 
have earned that right by their play of  the 
field,” the judge wrote. “While this court 
is not unsympathetic to the manner in 
which they were disqualified, neither Tul-
sa or Needville have earned their place in 
Williamsport.”

Linhardt also said that adding the two 
teams two days before the start of  the 
tournament “would be unduly burden-

some” and would cause the five other 
teams who were disqualified for positive 
COVID-19 tests to see legal grounds to be 
added to the Little League World Series.

“Unfortunately the court found that 
although Little League International act-
ed arbitrarily, there was not enough time 
and staff  to add two teams to the tourna-
ment,” a statement on the Needville Little 
League’s Facebook page said after the de-
cision was announced.

“Even though we believe that to be 
untrue, that is what the judge ordered. 
Therefore, we will not get to compete this 
year in the LLWS. Thank you for all your 
prayers and positive comments and sup-
port. We will regroup and hit them hard-
er!”
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2021 Fair Queen candidates, front row, from left, are Taylor Rich,Tabitha Webster, 2020 Fort Bend County Fair Queen Rosalan Rule, 

Lilly Fiser and Valeria Salazar. Standing are Skylin Bromonsky, Delayna Zepeda, Tristen Drury, Meadow Votis, and Christie Koerth.

Needville ISD to remain mask 
optional when schools open

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

With only days left until the first day 
of  school, Lamar Consolidated ISD is 
working to prepare for the big day on 
Monday while trying to find ways to 
comfort parents as the latest wave of  
COVID-19 infections hit the area.

At Tuesday’s board workshop, district 
officials discussed its evolving plan to 
create a digital learning option for a lim-
ited number of  students from kindergar-
ten through the sixth grade. The option 
will be for parents who are still wary of  
sending their kids to school as coronavi-
rus cases continue to rise in the area due 
to the Delta variant.

LCISD board members discussed how 
many students could be allowed into the 
program, as well as its funding, which 
has to come from federal funds instead 
of  state funds.

The final details of  the plan will be 
approved at Thursday’s school board 
meeting at the LCISD administration 
building beginning at 7 p.m.

District officials released the prelimi-
nary criteria to be accepted into the digi-
tal instruction program, which is ranked 
in three areas. The first is if  the student 
has an immuno-compromised house-
hold member that is documented by a 
physician who is licensed to practice in 
the U.S., an anxiety disorder that is docu-
mented by a physician, or other students 
whose parents are anxious to send their 
child to school due to COVID-19.

Sixth-grade students accepted into 
the program must commit to an entire 
semester in the program, while K-5 stu-

LCISD works 
on virtual 
school option

Enrichment Day for the 2021 Fort Bend 
County Fair Queen candidates was held 
earlier this summer.

The Fort Bend County Fair’s Queen 
Committee, past Queens,board members 
and 2020 Queen Rosalan Rule joined the 
festivities. 

The day started with a group workshop 
on interview techniques and social media 
safe practices.

Breakout sessions soon followed with 
public speaking exercises, make-up tu-
torials, fashion tips, etiquette enhance-
ment, nutrition, well-being discussion 

and hair-styling.
Later, candidates attended an after-

noon at a derby-themed dinner held at the 
Ol’ Railroad Café. 

Hats, heels and delicious meals allowed 
the candidates to practice what they 
learned in the morning workshops.

Fair queen candidates prepped for contest

SEE LCISD, PAGE  8A
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Foster great and current Dallas Cowboy 

CeeDee Lamb and his family gave back 

to Fort Bend County on Wednesday at 

the Rosenberg Civic Center, handing out 

school supplies including 200 backpacks 

from Nike. The event was hosted by Lamb 

and Elephant In The Room, a non-profit 

that focuses on promoting positive men-

tal health. Pictured is Lamb’s mother, 

Karmileta Ramirez, at the front of the line, 

handing out backpacks.

Giving back


